


We would like to say a huge thank you to all parents and carers who attended 

our Year 8 Options Evening. It was fantastic to see so many families engaging 

in conversations about the exciting next steps in their son’s journey. 

Year 8 is a key milestone, as students begin to think more carefully about their 

strengths, interests and future ambitions. The evening provided an important 

opportunity for families to explore subject pathways, ask questions and feel 

confident about the choices ahead. 

Our students are encouraged to follow their passions, challenge themselves 

and select subjects that spark curiosity and motivation. These decisions play an 

important role in shaping future study, careers and personal development. 

A special thank you to our dedicated staff who gave their time to support fam-

ilies, share guidance and offer reassurance throughout the evening. 

Together, we will continue to aim high, work hard and support every student to 

achieve their very best. 





 

Our Year 11 students had an outstanding day 

taking part in mock interviews with a range of 

external employers, and they truly rose to the 

challenge. From the moment they walked 

through the door, students demonstrated maturi-

ty, professionalism and a genuine desire to suc-

ceed. 

Each student experienced a realistic interview, 

answering real questions and learning how to 

confidently talk about their strengths, interests, 

ambitions and future plans. They explored what 

makes a strong first impression, how body lan-

guage and eye contact matter, and why clear, 

thoughtful answers can make all the difference. 

Many students commented on how valuable it 

was to practise in a supportive environment be-

fore facing real interviews later in the year. 

Opportunities like this play a vital role in prepar-

ing our young people for life beyond school. 

They help to build confidence, resilience and self

-belief, while also developing essential communi-

cation skills that will support students in sixth form, 

college, apprenticeships or employment. Most 

importantly, they encourage students to recog-

nise their own potential and believe in what they 

can achieve. 

We were incredibly proud to see students step-

ping outside their comfort zones, listening care-

fully to feedback and applying it straight away. 

The progress shown across the day was impres-

sive, and many students left feeling more positive 

and motivated about their futures. 

A huge thank you to the external employers who 

gave up their time to support, challenge and in-

spire our students. Their guidance and encour-

agement made a real difference. 

Well done, Year 11. You should be extremely 

proud of yourselves – the future is bright. 







Our Year 8 students recently enjoyed an inspiring and action-packed visit from 

Mingalaba and guest speaker Steve Eadon, who brought a powerful message 

about the importance of languages, communication and global opportunities 

straight to The Howard School. 

Drawing on his extensive experience working at Arsenal FC, Steve delivered an 

engaging assembly that challenged students to think differently about lan-

guages. He explained how speaking more than one language can be a true 

“game-changer” – opening doors to exciting careers, international travel and 

opportunities within professional sport and beyond. Students learned how com-

munication skills are just as important as technical ability, teamwork and atti-

tude when aiming high in any career pathway. 

Following the assembly, students took part in a series of fast-paced, small-

group football sessions on our Astro. Using coaching techniques inspired by his 

work at Arsenal, Steve encouraged students to communicate clearly, problem-

solve together and support one another – all while enjoying high-energy drills 

and challenges. The sessions perfectly demonstrated how language, culture 

and teamwork come together on the pitch, mirroring the demands of elite 

sport. 

The atmosphere throughout the day was fantastic. Students showed excellent 

engagement, resilience and enthusiasm, fully embracing the chance to learn 

in a different and memorable way. Many left feeling motivated to explore lan-

guages further and to think more ambitiously about their futures. 

We are extremely grateful to Steve and Mingalaba for giving our students such 

a valuable experience and for reinforcing the message that languages can 

truly take you anywhere. Opportunities like this support our school ethos of high 

standards, high achievement and preparing students to thrive in an increasing-

ly global world. 





 

Our third Photography Taster Session in a series of tasters has now taken 

place – and what a fantastic way to bring the programme to a close. 

Students went far beyond simply “point and shoot”, diving into the crea-

tive world of DSLR photography as part of their GCSE workshop experi-

ence. The focus was on developing technical confidence, creative risk-

taking and an eye for detail, and the results have been outstanding. 

During this final session, students explored: 

• Mastering the zoom – framing shots with precision and purpose 

• Capturing motion – freezing fast action or creating smooth move-

ment 

• The intentional blur – moving the camera to create artistic effects 

and paint with light 

• Workflow pro – saving work and building digital portfolios on Google 

Slides 

 

A huge well done to all students who took part across the three taster ses-

sions. The creativity, focus and enthusiasm shown throughout have been 

excellent. 

Parents and Carers 

If your son attended any of the Photography Taster Sessions, their work is 

now live in the relevant Photography Workshop Google Classroom. Please 

do take a look at their impressive portfolios and celebrate their fantastic 

work at home. 

Another great example of students pushing themselves, developing new 

skills and discovering creative talents beyond the classroom. 





Our Year 9 GCSE Drama students have been working incredibly hard in re-

hearsals and are now ready to perform their own powerful and exciting in-

terpretation of Lord of the Flies. The commitment, energy and focus shown 

by this cohort has been truly outstanding, and it has been fantastic to see 

their confidence grow with every rehearsal. 

Adding to the excitement, their performance takes place in the very same 

week that the brand-new television adaptation, written by Jack Thorne, is 

broadcast on BBC One. This has created a real buzz around the produc-

tion and has given students an extra sense of pride in the work they are 

producing. 

Throughout the rehearsal process, students have demonstrated impressive 

creativity, teamwork and resilience. They have explored character, ten-

sion, movement and staging, pushing themselves to go beyond their com-

fort zones and take risks with their performances. These are exactly the 

kinds of skills that sit at the heart of GCSE Drama and will support them 

across many other subjects too. 

Ms Cordell and Mr Knights are extremely proud of the entire class and the 

dedication they have shown. This performance marks a fantastic start to 

their GCSE journey, and we are very excited to see what this talented 

group will achieve next. 







 

Huge congratulations to RJP (Year 9) for winning this month’s Photographer 

of the Month with the theme Winter. RJP’s stunning image captures the rich 

colours of a winter twilight sky, with beautiful reflections of historic ruins mir-

rored in the water below. The photograph is atmospheric, creative and full 

of detail, showing real artistic flair and technical skill. A fantastic achieve-

ment – we look forward to seeing what RJP captures next! 
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