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We would like to say a huge thank you to all parents and carers who attended
our Year 8 Options Evening. It was fantastic to see so many families engaging
in conversations about the exciting next steps in their son’s journey.

Year 8 is a key milestone, as students begin to think more carefully about their
strengths, interests and future ambitions. The evening provided an important
opportunity for families to explore subject pathways, ask questions and feel
confident about the choices ahead.

Our students are encouraged to follow their passions, challenge themselves
and select subjects that spark curiosity and motivation. These decisions play an
important role in shaping future study, careers and personal development.

A special thank you to our dedicated staff who gave their time to support fam-
ilies, share guidance and offer reassurance throughout the evening.

Together, we will continue to aim high, work hard and support every student to
achieve their very best.




Year 13 students were able to attend the Houses of Parliament on Friday 23rd and Monday
2&6th January 2026.

13A attended on Friday and were lucky enough to see the
Houses at work, in particular the House of Lords. Students
were able to watch Lords and Baronesses debating the
Terminally Il Adults {End af Life) 8ill. This prompted some
students to guestion their own opinions on the matter and
to listen to those of others. The tour of the Houses was
invaluable; although the students are primarily Criminology
students, we were able to learn about the history of our
government and the building itself. There are hales in the
front walls of the building created by bullets from
World War I. We stood in the exact spot where Henry
VIl had his fire in the Palace, and
recently tennis balls (not as we know
them) have been found in the wooden
roof structure during repairs, from
where he played tennis ingoors.

134 were glso lucky encugh tomeet

= Lord Simon Russell of Liverpool, one of
anly 82 hereditary Lords left in government. He spoke candidly about the work
he does in government, what his career was before government, and answered
questions connected to whether hereditary peers should be abolished, as well s one
student’s guestion about his favourite film.

13B visited on Monday and were given a

| different tour, being shown the more
historical side of gowvernment. We were
introduced to the statue that Margery
Humes, a suffragette, chained herself to,
which has been broken and not repaired in
order to remain a discussion point for
visitors and students; the plague that tells
of King Charles I's trial for treason and his subsequent execution; and
the stained glass that shows the laws created by government, which increase in colour
intensity in line with the Thames tide.

Both groups were able to stand in the same spot that Nelsan Mandela

f— and Barack Obama have stood, although Donald
Trump has been denied, Each day finished with
students participating in a8 Snap Election, where they
had to create their own campaign with a candidate
and proposed policies connected to education, social
policy, and the environment, Let’s just say, we may
have some buedding MPs in cur midst.




Our Year 11 students had an outstanding day
taking part in mock interviews with a range of
external employers, and they fruly rose to the
challenge. From the moment they walked
through the door, students demonstrated maturi-
ty, professionalism and a genuine desire to suc-
ceed.

Each student experienced a realistic interview,
answering real questions and learning how to
confidently talk about their strengths, interests,
ambitions and future plans. They explored what
makes a strong first impression, how body lan-
guage and eye contact matter, and why clear,
thoughtful answers can make all the difference.
Many students commented on how valuable it
was to practise in a supportive environment be-
fore facing real interviews later in the year.

Opportunities like this play a vital role in prepar-
ing our young people for life beyond school.
They help to build confidence, resilience and self
-belief, while also developing essential communi-
cation skills that will support students in sixth form,
college, apprenticeships or employment. Most
importantly, they encourage students to recog-
nise their own potential and believe in what they
can achieve.

We were incredibly proud to see students step-
ping outside their comfort zones, listening care-
fully to feedback and applying it straight away.
The progress shown across the day was impres-
sive, and many students left feeling more positive
and motivated about their futures.

A huge thank you to the external employers who
gave up their time to support, challenge and in-
spire our students. Their guidance and encour-
agement made a real difference.

Well done, Year 11. You should be extremely
proud of yourselves — the future is bright.
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Sfudemfs Voice, we also ‘::..I'fi!emf to :hedr from our Parents
w:ll be I@oklng h ’roke their voice throughout the yeor--.‘
\ n elecfromc survey for all parents/ carers to complete as well
GS prowdlng questionnaires at Consultation Evenings.

The feedback we receive is invaluable to make improvements to our school
and we are incredibly grateful to all parents and carers for their fime in -~ com-
pleting this survey.

The responses we received were overwhelmingly positive with 91.5% stating that
their child is happy at the school, 92.8% saying that their child feels safe at the
school, and 92.2% saying that our students are well behaved.

There were, however, 2 areas that were raised that require our attention.
Parents/ Carers said we could make you better aware of what vy, child is
learning. To address this, we will be adding a section to our nev.er that
details what we will be taught in each subject to each year grou nts
and carers also mentioned that we could provide more detail o nd
extra-curricular activities we offer. Again, a dedicated page will for
our newsletter to promote all of this to keep our parents and ¢ to
date with everything that we provide.

We did want to share that[? out of 10]parents and carers w
recommend the Howard School to their friends and family! Th
so much for your support; we really do greatly appreciate it.
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly defivered by National Online Safety, these guides how address wider topics and themes.,
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

Artificial Intelligence (A} is increasingly woven into young people’s digital lives. It can offer some educational benefits and day-to-day
assistance; however, it also raises concerns about misinformation, privacy, fairness, and safety. This guide provides parents and
educators with practical strategies to support young people to navigate Al tools mponsibly. and to use them safely and with discernment.
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Exploring Al tools together can heip

adults understand how they work and spot
potentlal Issues, Try co-writing a story with an Al
writing assistant or experimenting with an Al art
tool, This encourages curlosity, helps you stay
informed about the latest Al tools, and allows
you to reinforce safe and respectful use while
modalling criticel thinking, '

fontinaee o8 -/

5 SETBOUNDARIES
FORATUSE Ry

Childran sncounter Al in most online places,
Including games, streaming platforms, and
school tools. Explain that Al uses patterns from
past data to maks declsions, but it doesn't
think or feaf Nke humans, Use age-appropriate
examples, like how recommandations on
YouTube or Netfiix work, to bulid undarstanding
and prevent false bellefs about Al baing
l all-knowing or alive,

5 TALK ABOUT RISKS
OF MISINFORMATION

Al can creata convincing folse
Information, Including deepfoke videos,
photos, and fake 'facts’. Encourage
children to think critically about what they
see and read. Teach them to double-check
information using refioble sources, to look ot
imoges and videos carefully, and to ask an adult
it something doesn't seam right,

§ 3 DISCUSS DATA
'Y = AND PRIVACY

¢ Explain that Al systems learmn by analysing
# lots of date, sometimes including parsonal
information, Help young people to be mindful of
what they share online and why protecting
personal data matters. Model good habits like
reading dpp permissions together or reviewing
what's coll d by voice like Alexa or
Siri.

Establish when, where, and how Al tools can

be u»d, just as you would with any digital

tech gy. For P y\oumigmagv“no!to
use Al tools to plete school 9

without permission, or to avold umuporvued
use of voice assistonts. Consistent boundaries
help manage overuse and misuse.
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g WATCH FOR
OVERRELIANCE

Some Al tools, like homawork help apps,
may be tempting shortcuts, Encourage
children to use Al to support their thinking, not
replace it. Celabrote effort and process over
perfect answers. Reinforce that mistakes are

part of learning and that relying too heavily on

Al can limit real understanding. Y

.
g TEACH DIGITAL ETHICS
AND LITERACY

Help children explore how Al works,
whore it might be biased, and why
ethical thinking matters. Buliding digital
literacy alongside othical awarenass ensures
children angage with Al criticalty, not just
conveniently. Halp young people to understand
that not all people use Al for legitimate
PUrposes; 50me use it for malicious reasons, h
Encourage questions about fairmess, =
reprasentation, and who benefits from certain
tools; talk about algorithms, echo chambaers,
and the impact of automation on daily life,
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{0 STAY CURIOUS
AND INVOLVED 4~ 4

Alisd idly, and stayi

informed Mlps you support the young peoplein

your care. Follow trusted sources for updates and

keep the conversation going. if a child brings up o
anew Al trend or tool, take the opportunity to o
learn about it together. Showing interestbuilds  ~

trust and strengthens digital resilience,

A
4 ENCOURAGE CREATIVE
USE OF Al L,

== Support children, when using Al

tools, to explore Ideas, make art, or ’
build projects, This fosters confidence,
Imagination, and independent thinking.
When children use Al creatively, rather than just
passively consuming It, they are more ilkely to
stay engaged and moke moughttul choices,

g USE AGE-APPROPRIATE
Al TOOLS

Not all Al platforms are suitable for
children. Choosae tools dasigned for 2
education or creativity, with clear safety puﬂdas
Raview torms of use and privacy settings, and
help children use them in oge-appropriate ways.
For example, some chatbot tools mimic
conversation but should only be used with
guldonce and boundaries in place.
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Meet Qur Expert \! , . The

Home to the world's largest CPD library for educators, The Nationol - .
College has transformed the way education establishments go about NGt'ond
developing their workforces and managing compliance. Our three Cole e
memberships help all phases and types of setting raise standards, save -~ Y g

time, reduce risk, and build a culture of improvement.

X @wake_up_weds n /wuw.thenationaicollege @wake.upwednesday d‘ @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at thelr own discretion. No Habllity Is entered inte. Current as of the date of release: 04.02.2025



Our Year 8 students recently enjoyed an inspiring and action-packed visit from
Mingalaba and guest speaker Steve Eadon, who brought a powerful message
about the importance of languages, communication and global opportunities
straight to The Howard School.

Drawing on his extensive experience working at Arsenal FC, Steve delivered an
engaging assembly that challenged students to think differently about lan-
guages. He explained how speaking more than one language can be a true
“game-changer” — opening doors to exciting careers, international travel and
opportunities within professional sport and beyond. Students learned how com-
munication skills are just as important as technical ability, feamwork and atti-
tude when aiming high in any career pathway.

Following the assembly, students took part in a series of fast-paced, small-
group football sessions on our Astro. Using coaching techniques inspired by his
work at Arsenal, Steve encouraged students to communicate clearly, problem-
solve together and support one another — all while enjoying high-energy drills
and challenges. The sessions perfectly demonstrated how language, culture
and teamwork come together on the pitch, mirroring the demands of elite
sport.

The atmosphere throughout the day was fantastic. Students showed excellent
engagement, resilience and enthusiasm, fully embracing the chance to learn
in a different and memorable way. Many left feeling motivated to explore lan-
guages further and to think more ambitiously about their futures.

We are extremely grateful to Steve and Mingalaba for giving our students such
a valuable experience and for reinforcing the message that languages can
truly take you anywhere. Opportunities like this support our school ethos of high
standards, high achievement and preparing students to thrive in an increasing-
ly global world.
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Our third Photography Taster Session in a series of tasters has now taken
place — and what a fantastic way to bring the programme to a close.

Students went far beyond simply “point and shoot”, diving intfo the crea-
tive world of DSLR photography as part of their GCSE workshop experi-
ence. The focus was on developing technical confidence, creative risk-
taking and an eye for detail, and the results have been outstanding.

During this final session, students explored:

e Mastering the zoom — framing shots with precision and purpose

e Capturing motion — freezing fast action or creating smooth move-
ment

e The intentional blur — moving the camera to create arfistic effects
and paint with light

e Workflow pro — saving work and building digital portfolios on Google
Slides

A huge well done to all students who took part across the three taster ses-
sions. The creativity, focus and enthusiasm shown throughout have been
excellent.

Parents and Carers

If your son attended any of the Photography Taster Sessions, their work is
now live in the relevant Photography Workshop Google Classroom. Please
do take a look at their impressive portfolios and celebrate their fantastic
work at home.

skills and discovering creative talents beyond the classroom.

Another great example of students pushing themselves, developing ne @V



Medway
SENDIASS

January - March 2026
Information Sessions

Medway Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, Information, Advice and Support
service (SENDIASS) have a number of information sessions this year, so please come
along and see us if you require information or advice.

No need to book, just turn up.

Please note, if you require support in relation to EHCP applications or appeals, please
contact the service separately as these sessions are not suitable.

Chatham Children
. and Family Hub
27th January - 12.30 24th February -
until 14.30 10.00 until 12.00

25th March - 10.00
until 12.00

' medwaysendias@family-action.org.uk

01634 566303

@ www.medway-sendias.org.uk

SENDIASS @
hosted by
Family Acfion. Registerad os a Charily in England & Wales no: 264713,

Registered as a Charity in the Isle of Man no: 1206. Registered Company Limited by Guarantee in England and Wales no: 01068186,



Our Year 9 GCSE Drama students have been working incredibly hard in re-
hearsals and are now ready to perform their own powerful and exciting in-
terpretation of Lord of the Flies. The commitment, energy and focus shown
by this cohort has been fruly outstanding, and it has been fantastic to see
their confidence grow with every rehearsal.

Adding to the excitement, their performance takes place in the very same
week that the brand-new television adaptation, written by Jack Thorne, is
broadcast on BBC One. This has created a real buzz around the produc-
tion and has given students an extra sense of pride in the work they are
producing.

Throughout the rehearsal process, students have demonstrated impressive
creativity, teamwork and resilience. They have explored character, ten-
sion, movement and staging, pushing themselves to go beyond their com-
fort zones and take risks with their performances. These are exactly the
kinds of skills that sit at the heart of GCSE Drama and will support them
across many other subjects too.

Ms Cordell and Mr Knights are extremely proud of the entire class and the
dedication they have shown. This performance marks a fantastic start to
their GCSE journey, and we are very excited to see what this talented
group will achieve next.




Student
Voice

Collecting ‘Student Voice' is really important to us here at The Howard School; we
want to hear what you have to say about YOUR school.

As well as providing an opportunity for our entire cohort of students to complete an
electronic survey at Christmas and Easter, we also adopt the following procedure for
collecting our students’ voice;

.».

SENIOR STUDENTS M WITH SENIOR LEADERS

l

SENIOR LEADERS DISCUSS THE ISSUES RAISED BY STUDENTS

I TURING
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Huge congratulations to RJP (Year 9) for winning this month’s Photographer
of the Month with the theme Winter. RJP’s stunning image captures the rich
colours of a winter twilight sky, with beautiful reflections of historic ruins mir-

rored in the water below. The photograph is atmospheric, creative and full
of detail, showing real artistic flair and technical skill. A fantastic achieve-

ment — we look forward to seeing what RJP captures next!

Photographer of the Month Competition

e b (V\iemdgeup >

This month, we're capturing what truly connects us, the bonds of love. friendship, and togetherness. From shared
laughter and quict moments Lo joviul reunions and tender gestures, we want to see the connection through your kens,
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SHARING
THOUGHTS FREELY
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Every month. we set a photography challenge to a theme. To participate. please send your
photographs in JPEG format to bartyja thehowardschoo Art Technician
The suceessiul photograph will be featured on our smml media page and in our school newsletter.




Collecting ‘Student Voice’ is really important to us here at The Howard School; we
want to hear what you have to say about YOUR school.

Towards the end of the last academic year, we asked our out-going Year 11
students their opinion on their learning, what revision techniques worked best for
them, what initiatives worked to motivate them etc... Their honest and anonymous
responses allows us to better prepare our next cohort of Year 11s for their exams.

The out-going Year 11s said that our after school interventions and pre-exam
intferventions were the most effective at supporting their academic progress (89%) so
we will be introducing more of these sessions for our current Year 11 cohort to support
them. The survey also praised a further 2 initiatives; the QLAs and having a Subject
Specialist Form Tutor for additional support. Following this feedback, our QLAs are
being improved and Subject Specialist Form Tutors will remain in place.

At the end of the survey, students had the opportunity to write a message to specific
staff. The number of students that took the time to write messages was over-
whelming! All messages were passed on to the relevant staff member and they were
extremely grateful for the kind notes received.

A staggering 9 out of 10 of our Year 11 students were satisfied with the
education that they received here at The Howard School.
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Mr. Dunn Ms. Mulrooney
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CAREERS
FAYRE 2026
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Spend the day talking to
students about their future
and possible pathways into
your industry, promote your
company and inspire your
future workforce.

Tuesday 10th February

The Howard School
Derwent Way
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During each lesson, our students

= have the opportunity to receive a
‘  Golden Ticket. This Golden Ticket
' \ can be received for going ‘above-

: J“ and-beyond’ during the lesson.

‘ jv These Golden Tickets are collected

T in our Main Reception and a portion

= of the ticket is also taken home so

parents/carers can recognise this
immense achievement as well.

The tickets are collected in boxes in each of the students Houses and tallied at the
end of the academic year. The House that collects the most gets points added to
the House Championship total for their House as they compete for the Laurel Cup.

But it doesn’t stop there!

At the end of the academic year, all of the Golden Tickets will also be collected by
Year Group where a Prize Draw will take place. Each year group were asked what
they would like the opportunity to win, and the prizes by year group are listed
below. The more Golden Tickets each student receives, the greater their
opportunity is to win! Good luck!

Tablet

Nintendo Switch

Meta Quest qur ‘I 0 PlayStation 5




Mr. J Johal - Principal

johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk

01634 388765 ext. 3004



