


In the Christmas break, a group of our students enjoyed a fantastic trip to experience a 

proper British pantomime, and it was a memorable day from start to finish. For many stu-

dents, this was their first time visiting a theatre to see a live panto, making the experi-

ence even more special. 

From the moment the curtain went up, the atmosphere was buzzing. The students 

quickly embraced the traditions that make pantomime so unique, joining in with the 

call-and-response moments, cheering the heroes, booing the villains and laughing 

along with the comedy. The energy in the theatre was infectious, and it was wonderful 

to see students so engaged and confident in a new setting. 

As well as being great fun, the visit offered valuable cultural enrichment. Watching live 

theatre helps students develop an appreciation for performance, storytelling and hu-

mour, while also encouraging them to be respectful audience members and confident 

participants. The shared experience also helped to strengthen friendships and create a 

real sense of togetherness, with lots of smiles and animated conversations on the jour-

ney home. 

Staff were incredibly proud of how well the students represented the school throughout 

the trip. Their behaviour, enthusiasm and willingness to get involved ensured the day 

was enjoyable for everyone. 

Overall, it was an excellent outing that combined laughter, learning and lasting memo-

ries. Experiences like this play an important role in helping students build confidence, 

broaden their horizons and discover new interests beyond the classroom. We look for-

ward to offering more opportunities like this in the future. 



 

This week, we are proud to celebrate our Year 8 Artists of the Week, showcasing a 

range of exciting artwork that is currently still in progress. Students have been working 

with enthusiasm and creativity across two challenging themes: Cubism and War and 

Conflict. 

As part of their Cubism project, students have explored how artists break objects and 

images into bold shapes and multiple viewpoints. They have studied the work of 

Georges Braque, experimenting with fractured forms, overlapping angles and strong 

composition. These pieces show growing confidence in drawing, shading and organis-

ing space in imaginative ways. 

Alongside this, students have been developing work linked to the theme of War and 

Conflict. Using inspiration from Paul Nash, pupils have explored how artists communi-

cate powerful ideas and emotions through landscape, symbolism and contrast. Stu-

dents have also drawn on elements of Pop Art, using colour, line and visual impact to 

strengthen the messages within their work. 

All of the artwork featured represents work in progress, with students actively refining 

ideas, improving techniques and responding thoughtfully to feedback. The standard 

of engagement has been excellent, with students demonstrating resilience, creativity 

and a willingness to take risks in their artistic choices. 

We are incredibly proud of the effort and imagination shown by our Year 8 artists so 

far. We look forward to seeing how these pieces continue to develop as students build 

towards their final outcomes. 





Our Year 12 students recently enjoyed an engaging and thought-provoking talk from 

ScalingEdge, focused on the growing role of Artificial Intelligence in both education and 

the world of work. 

The session explored what AI really is and how it is already part of everyday life, from per-

sonalised learning tools and online platforms to the way businesses analyse data and 

make decisions. Students were particularly interested in how AI can support learning by 

offering instant feedback, helping with organisation and revision, and breaking down 

barriers for different learners. Importantly, the talk made it clear that AI is not about re-

placing teachers or students, but about enhancing learning and helping people work 

more effectively. 

The discussion then moved on to careers and business, highlighting how AI is transforming 

industries such as marketing, finance, healthcare, design and education. Students 

learned that AI is not just for programmers or computer scientists; instead, it will be used 

across almost every career pathway. A strong emphasis was placed on the importance 

of human skills such as creativity, critical thinking, problem-solving and ethical decision-

making, all of which will be essential in an AI-driven future. 

Our Year 12s were highly engaged throughout, asking thoughtful questions and reflect-

ing on how AI might feature in their own studies and future careers. The talk encouraged 

students to see AI as a powerful tool that, when used responsibly, can open up exciting 

opportunities. 

We are grateful to ScalingEdge for delivering such an informative and motivating session, 

which has given our students plenty to think about as they plan their next steps beyond 

school. 



 

Students recently took part in an engaging and 

hands-on exploration of the microscopic world, 

developing both their curiosity and confidence 

in GCSE Biology. During the session, they ex-

plored a range of microscopy techniques, in-

cluding light microscopy, fluorescence micros-

copy and atomic force microscopy, allowing 

them to understand how scientists study cells at 

different levels of detail. 

Through this work, students examined a variety 

of cell types, such as pancreatic rat cells and 

human cancer cell lines. This gave them valua-

ble insight into the differences between healthy 

and diseased cells, helping them to link class-

room learning to real scientific research and 

medical applications. Seeing these cells first-

hand helped to deepen their understanding of 

how biology impacts everyday life. 

Alongside developing their scientific knowledge, 

students strengthened several key practical skills 

that are essential for success in the GCSE Biology 

core practicals. They practised producing clear 

and accurate biological drawings, learned how 

to calculate actual cell sizes using magnifica-

tion, and improved their confidence in setting 

up and using light microscopes correctly and 

safely. 

The session also promoted teamwork, discussion 

and a strong sense of belonging. Students 

worked collaboratively, shared ideas and sup-

ported one another, creating a positive learning 

environment where everyone felt encouraged 

to take part. This hands-on experience rein-

forced theoretical learning while helping stu-

dents feel more confident in their practical abili-

ties. 

Overall, the microscopy work provided an ex-

cellent opportunity for students to develop es-

sential skills, deepen their scientific understand-

ing and see themselves as part of a wider scien-

tific community. 



Last week, we were delighted to hold our Year 11 celebration assembly for 

Terms 1 and 2, and it was a fantastic opportunity to recognise the effort, 

commitment and positivity shown by our students. The scale of achieve-

ment across the school has been truly impressive. This year so far, students 

have earned over 120,000 reward stamps and close to 3,000 department 

certificates have been issued, highlighting the consistent hard work taking 

place in lessons every day. 

Our rewards programme sits at the heart of school life and is designed to 

celebrate much more than academic success alone. From reward stamps 

and department certificates to our popular 100% Club, we are proud to 

recognise excellent attendance, positive behaviour, strong organisation 

and a determined attitude to learning. These rewards reflect our belief that 

effort, resilience and consistency matter, and that every student deserves 

to feel valued for the contribution they make. 

Alongside this, we continue to offer a huge range of extracurricular oppor-

tunities for students to get involved in. From sports teams and creative clubs 

to leadership roles, enrichment activities and special events, there is some-

thing for everyone. These opportunities help students develop confidence, 

friendships and important life skills, while also strengthening their sense of 

belonging within the school community. 

The Year 11 celebration assembly was a brilliant reminder of what can be 

achieved when students are engaged, motivated and supported. We are 

incredibly proud of our students and their dedication to learning and wider 

school life, and we look forward to celebrating many more successes as 

the year continues. 







It was a pleasure to welcome a 

representative from Kooth into 

school this week to speak with 

students across Years 7–11 about 

mental health and wellbeing. 

These sessions formed an im-

portant part of our ongoing 

commitment to supporting stu-

dents’ emotional health and 

helping them feel safe, support-

ed and able to ask for help 

when they need it. 

During the talks, students ex-

plored what mental health is 

and why looking after ourselves 

is just as important as caring for 

our physical health. They dis-

cussed some of the common 

barriers that can prevent people from seeking support, such as worry, 

embarrassment or not knowing where to turn, and were reassured that 

these feelings are completely normal. A key message throughout was 

that no one should feel they have to cope on their own. 

Students were also introduced to the Kooth app, a free, NHS-approved 

service that provides safe, confidential and anonymous mental health 

support for young people aged 10–25. Kooth offers a range of support 

options, including live chats with trained counsellors, self-help tools and 

resources, and access to a moderated online community. Many students 

found it reassuring to know that support is available at any time and that 

it can be accessed privately if needed. 

Alongside this work, we are proud of the positive role our students contin-

ue to play in supporting mental health causes. Recently, our Sixth Form 

students organised a bake sale and raised £125 for Mind, helping to sup-

port the vital work they do to improve mental health services and aware-

ness across the UK. 

Together, these experiences help reinforce an important message for our 

students: mental health matters, support is available, and everyone be-

longs in a community that looks out for one another. 



 

This week, our Year 9 photography students demon-

strated just how powerful creativity and experimenta-

tion can be. In a lesson focused on abstraction, stu-

dents were challenged to take everyday objects and 

transform them into something completely unex-

pected. 

Using a range of photographic techniques, students 

explored how light, shutter speed and focus can dra-

matically change the way an image looks and feels. 

By deliberately blurring images, moving the camera 

during exposure, and playing with reflections and light 

sources, ordinary objects such as bottles were turned 

into striking abstract images that would not look out of 

place in a gallery. 

What was particularly impressive was the confidence 

students showed in letting go of “perfect” pictures. In-

stead of aiming for sharp, clear images, they em-

braced movement, distortion and uncertainty, learn-

ing that photography is not just about recording what 

is in front of the camera, but about expressing an idea 

or a feeling. This approach encouraged students to 

think creatively, take risks and trust their instincts. 

The lesson also helped students develop important 

technical skills, including understanding how shutter 

speed affects movement and how light can be used 

to create mood and atmosphere. At the same time, it 

reinforced the idea that mistakes can often lead to 

the most interesting outcomes. 

Well done to our Year 9 photographers for their imagi-

nation, focus and willingness to experiment. Their work 

is a fantastic example of how creativity and curiosity 

can turn the ordinary into something truly eye-

catching. 
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