


Our Year 9 students have begun their history trip to Belgium with a safe 

and smooth arrival. Although the weather has been a little chilly, every-

one is in good spirits and glad to be exploring without any rain. The jour-

ney began with a thoughtful and reflective visit to Tyne Cot Cemetery, 

the largest Commonwealth cemetery in the world. Students took time to 

walk among the rows of white headstones and gained a valuable sense 

of the scale and impact of the First World War. 

The group then travelled to a preserved trench system that originally be-

longed to German forces. As the war progressed, this trench was taken 

over by British troops as they pushed the German line back towards Pass-

chendaele. Students were able to step down into the trench itself and 

experience the narrow walkways, low walls and confined spaces that 

soldiers would have lived and fought in. This hands-on experience 

helped deepen their understanding of daily life on the front line and the 

challenges faced by both sides. 

The next stop was the Hooge Crater Museum, located on an area of 

high ground that was once held and heavily defended by German 

troops. The museum contains a wide collection of artefacts, displays and 

reconstructed scenes that show how the fighting unfolded around the 

Ypres Salient. Students explored the exhibits with interest and asked 

thoughtful questions about the equipment, weapons and stories con-

nected to the soldiers who fought there. 

Overall, it has been a meaningful and engaging start to the trip, with 

more learning and discoveries still to come. 





 

Our Year 11 Drama students enjoyed an exciting and memorable trip 

this week as they travelled to London to see the West End production of 

Back to the Future: The Musical. The visit formed part of their ongoing 

work in Drama, giving students the chance to experience a professional 

performance and see first-hand how staging, music, acting and tech-

nical design come together in a large-scale production. 

From the moment we arrived, students showed great enthusiasm and 

interest. Many commented on how impressive the theatre was and how 

different it felt to watch a live musical compared with seeing a film or a 

recorded performance. The show itself was full of energy, humour and 

striking special effects, which kept the whole group fully engaged 

throughout. Several students said the staging and choreography helped 

them understand new ways of presenting a story, and others were in-

spired by the actors’ performances and vocal skills. 

Staff were incredibly proud of the excellent behaviour and positive atti-

tude shown by all twenty students who attended. They represented the 

school with maturity and respect, both while travelling and during the 

performance. It was clear that the experience sparked thoughtful dis-

cussions about theatre, character work and the creative decisions be-

hind a major West End production. 

Trips like this play an important role in enriching our curriculum. They give 

students valuable opportunities to broaden their understanding of the 

arts, build confidence and feel inspired by the professional world. We 

look forward to offering more experiences like this in the future as we 

continue to support and develop our students’ creativity and ambition. 







Our Lego Club continues to be one of the most popular activities in school, 

and it has been wonderful to see so many pupils taking part. Each week, 

the room fills with creativity as students design, build and share their ideas 

with one another. The club has become a space where pupils feel a strong 

sense of belonging, as they connect with others who share the same inter-

ests. It has also been great to see how engaged the children are, whether 

they are building something completely new or working together on a 

group challenge. 

As part of our wider enrichment offer, we now run more than 40 different 

clubs across the school. These include sports, arts, languages, technology, 

games, reading and many more. Our aim is to make sure every pupil has 

the opportunity to find something they enjoy, meet new friends and feel 

part of our school community. The Lego Club is just one example of how 

these activities help students develop confidence, teamwork and problem

-solving skills. 

The club has grown quickly, and we are always grateful for any Lego do-

nations from families who may have pieces or sets no longer being used at 

home. Spare bricks, figures and mixed sets are all welcome, and every do-

nation helps us give pupils even more opportunities to build and explore. 

Items can be dropped off at the school office at any time. 

Thank you for your continued support and for helping us create a connect-

ed, engaging and vibrant school environment for all students. 
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