


This week, our school has been taking part in Anti-Bullying Week, and the Maths Depart-

ment were keen to show their support in a colourful way. On Monday, they proudly 

wore their brightest and oddest socks to celebrate Odd Socks Day, joining thousands of 

schools across the country in promoting kindness, individuality and respect. 

Odd Socks Day is a simple but powerful reminder that we are all unique, and that our 

differences should be celebrated rather than criticised. By wearing mismatched socks, 

our Maths teachers helped spark conversations about how we treat one another, both 

in and out of the classroom. Students enjoyed seeing a different side to their teachers, 

and many said it was a fun way to start discussions about confidence, respect and how 

to challenge unkind behaviour. 

Throughout the week, students have been encouraged to think about what kindness 

looks like in everyday life. Posters, form time activities and assemblies have focused on 

recognising bullying, knowing how to report concerns and supporting those who may 

feel left out. 

If you would like to find out more or need advice, useful resources can be found on 

Childline, the Anti-Bullying Alliance and the NSPCC websites. Let’s continue to stand to-

gether, be kind and celebrate what makes each of us unique. 





 

Our Year 9 art students have been exploring the in-

spiring world of artist Peter Randall, and their recent 

work has truly impressed everyone who has seen it. 

Over the past few weeks, pupils have been learning 

about Randall’s use of bold colour, expressive mark-

making and imaginative approaches to landscape 

and abstract design. They have then used these ide-

as to create their own original pieces, showing confi-

dence, creativity and a willingness to experiment. 

One of the highlights of this project has been watch-

ing students develop their technical skills while also 

finding their own artistic voice. Many pupils have 

chosen to work with strong colour contrasts, layer-

ing, and textured effects to add depth and emotion 

to their artwork. Others have taken inspiration from 

Randall’s energetic style to produce dramatic com-

positions that capture movement and mood. Each 

piece reflects careful thinking, personal interpreta-

tion, and a growing understanding of how profes-

sional artists use materials to express ideas. 

Teachers have commented on how enthusiastic the 

classes have been throughout the project. Students 

have shown excellent focus during practical ses-

sions, supporting one another, sharing techniques 

and talking confidently about their creative choices. 

This collaborative spirit has helped to create a posi-

tive atmosphere in the art room, where pupils feel 

encouraged to take risks and try new approaches. 

The final outcomes are a wonderful celebration of 

the talent within Year 9. From vivid landscapes to 

striking abstract designs, the work demonstrates am-

bition and a high level of effort from every student 

involved. It has been inspiring to see pupils take 

pride in their achievements and to watch their confi-

dence grow as artists. 

We are incredibly proud of the creativity, determina-

tion and imagination shown by our Year 9 students. 

Their artwork is a reminder of how powerful the arts 

can be in helping young people explore ideas, de-

velop skills and express themselves. We look forward 

to seeing what they create next. 







This week, our school community came together to mark Remembrance Day in a 

thoughtful and meaningful way. On Monday at 11:15am, students and staff gathered 

for a quiet moment of reflection to honour all those who have served, sacrificed, and 

continue to serve today. Across the school, everyone paused to take part in the two-

minute silence, creating a sense of unity and respect. 

At Main Reception, several students chose to wear their Service Uniforms, standing 

proudly as representatives of their organisations. Their presence added a powerful visual 

reminder of the importance of the day. We were also incredibly proud of BB in Year 9, 

who performed The Last Post beautifully on the cornet. This moving performance helped 

set the tone for a respectful and emotional moment of remembrance. 

Our commemoration extended beyond the school gates as well. On Sunday, a number 

of students and staff attended the Remembrance Service at St Margaret’s, joining mem-

bers of the local community to pay their respects. Students laid wreaths, took part in the 

parade, and represented our school with maturity and pride. Their involvement demon-

strated the strong connection we have with our community and our shared commit-

ment to remembering those who served. 

As a school, we are grateful to everyone who took part, whether by attending the ser-

vice, wearing their uniform, performing, or simply standing quietly during the silence. 

Together, we continue to honour the past while looking forward with hope. 

We will remember them. 





At the start of the school day, before most stu-

dents had even arrived on site, our dedicated 

GCSE Religious Studies pupils were already 

hard at work. At 7:30am, they joined us for a 

special breakfast intervention session designed 

to support their preparation for the upcoming 

mock exams. With a warm breakfast to fuel 

their brains and a calm, focused environment 

to work in, students made the most of this extra 

opportunity to strengthen their understanding 

of key topics. 

Throughout the session, pupils revisited im-

portant concepts from across the course, dis-

cussed key beliefs and teachings, and ex-

plored a range of exam-style questions. Staff 

were on hand to guide them, answer ques-

tions, and help build confidence in both sub-

ject knowledge and exam technique. The at-

mosphere was positive and purposeful, with 

students showing real commitment to their 

studies even at such an early hour. 

These sessions are part of our ongoing effort to 

ensure every student feels prepared, support-

ed, and motivated as they move towards their 

assessments. It was fantastic to see so many 

pupils choosing to take part and demonstrat-

ing such mature attitudes towards their learn-

ing. Their enthusiasm, teamwork, and determi-

nation were evident throughout, and we are 

incredibly proud of the way they continue to 

rise to every challenge. 

We would like to congratulate all the students 

who attended for showing such dedication. 

Their hard work is already making a difference, 

and we look forward to seeing them continue 

to grow in confidence as exam season ap-

proaches. 





 

This week, our Year 9 students took part in a special mathematics work-

shop designed to help them see how the subject plays a meaningful role 

in everyday life. The focus of the session was tax—an area that many 

young people hear about but rarely have the chance to explore in 

depth. The workshop aimed to demystify how tax works, why it exists, and 

how it affects individuals, communities, and the country as a whole. 

Throughout the session, students were introduced to different types of tax, 

including income tax, VAT, and National Insurance. They looked at real-

life examples showing how wages are calculated, what deductions look 

like, and how governments use tax revenue to fund public services such 

as healthcare, education, roads, and emergency services. By working 

through relatable scenarios, pupils could see clearly how the mathemati-

cal skills they develop in school translate directly to real-world decision-

making. 

The workshop also encouraged students to think about future careers, 

personal finance, and the responsibilities that come with earning money. 

Many were surprised by how much maths is involved in budgeting, under-

standing payslips, and planning for the future. Staff leading the session 

were impressed by the thoughtful questions students asked and the en-

thusiasm they brought to the activities. 

Overall, the workshop was a valuable opportunity for students to connect 

classroom learning with practical life skills. It supported our ongoing com-

mitment to ensuring that students leave school confident not only in their 

mathematical ability but also in their understanding of the world around 

them. 





We’re excited to announce that The Howard School has officially achieved the School Games 

Mark Gold Award for 2024–25! This national award recognises schools that make sport, physical 

activity, and student leadership a big part of everyday life — and we’re proud to say our whole 

school community helped make it happen. 

Our P.E. Department has played a huge role by making sure students stay active every day and 

have lots of opportunities to take part in sport. This includes targeted clubs for students who are 

less active, regular competitions and festivals, and plenty of chances to develop leadership skills. 

The school also teaches the importance of Physical Literacy — understanding why being active 

matters and how it supports a healthy lifestyle. 

The award is based on five key outcomes, and we achieved them all. These include helping stu-

dents get 60 active minutes each day, offering positive sporting experiences, supporting stu-

dents as they move from primary to secondary school, giving young people leadership opportu-

nities, and working with families and the wider community to show how sport benefits everyone. 

Our on-site School Games Organiser (SGO), Claire Moore, works with 53 primary and secondary 

schools across Gillingham, Rainham, Strood and rural Medway. Throughout the year, she runs 19 

different School Games events and festivals, many of which are hosted right here at Howard. 

These events are supported by trained student sport leaders — including our BTEC Sport students, 

many of whom have gained recognised coaching qualifications. 

Students help referee, coach, score and run events, gaining real experience while supporting 

younger pupils to enjoy sport. Over the last three years, funding from the Opening Schools Fund 

has helped us offer even more clubs, improve our fitness facilities, and support staff and student 

training. 

This award reflects the hard work of our students, staff, leaders, and community partners. Well 

done, everyone! 



 
This November, a group of our staff members are once again taking part 

in Movember to raise awareness and funds for Prostate Cancer UK and 

Pancreatic Cancer UK. This year, the team includes Mr Webb, Mr Mur-

phy, Mr Cooper, Mr Halsey, Mr Knights, Mr Edwards, Mr Bond, Mr Flack, 

Mr Clarke, Mr Julian, Mr Collins, Mr Dunn, Mr Hillier, Mr Coveney, Mr 

Green and Mr Loftus. 

They are taking part in memory of their colleague Mr Mark Humphrys, 

who sadly passed away from pancreatic cancer. In a particularly mov-

ing and meaningful gesture, Mark’s son has also joined the team this 

year, growing his own Movember moustache alongside our staff. This has 

made the fundraising effort feel even more special for everyone in-

volved, and the school community is incredibly proud to see them hon-

our Mark together. 

The staff have supported Movember for four years and have already 

raised more than £3,000 in previous years. Their efforts help fund vital re-

search, provide support for families, and raise awareness of two cancers 

that affect many people across the UK. Although Prostate Cancer UK is 

the registered charity this year, all donations will be shared with Pancre-

atic Cancer UK, as both causes remain close to the team’s hearts. 

The moustaches are coming along brilliantly so far! To see their progress 

— including this week’s “Blue Steel” update — head over to the school’s 

social media pages for photos and updates throughout the month. 

Thank you to everyone who has donated so far. Your support truly makes 

a difference. Let’s keep it going! 





 





 

Mr. J Johal - Principal 

johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk 

01634 388765 ext. 3004 


