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Hello everyone, and welcome to this
week's edition of our school newsletter.
Each week we bring you the very best
of what has been happening across
our school community — from class-
room projects and sporting achieve-
ments, to exciting frips and creative
performances.

Our aim is simple: to celebrate the hard
work, talent and enthusiasm of our stu-
dents and staff. Every day brings some-
thing new to be proud of, and fthis
newsletter is our way of sharing those
/ moments with you. Whether it's a sci-
/ ence experiment that wowed the
= class, a piece of art that took hours of
careful thought, or a team that showed
MI'JOhCIl brilliant determination on the pitch, we
Principal want to shine alight on it here.

We'll also keep you updated with upcoming events, so you know what to
look forward to in the weeks ahead. From drama productions and music
concerts, to charity fundraisers and educational visits, there is always
something to get involved in.

As you read through these pages, we hope you feel the same sense of
pride that we do. Our school is not just a place to learn, but a community
where everyone contributes, supports one another, and has the chance
to grow.

Thank you for taking the time to read, and for being part of our journey.
We look forward to celebrating many more successes together in the
weeks to come.
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Sfudemfs Voice, we also ‘::..I'fi!emf to :hedr from our Parents
w:ll be I@oklng h ’roke their voice throughout the yeor--.‘
\ n elecfromc survey for all parents/ carers to complete as well
GS prowdlng questionnaires at Consultation Evenings.

The feedback we receive is invaluable to make improvements to our school
and we are incredibly grateful to all parents and carers for their fime in -~ com-
pleting this survey.

The responses we received were overwhelmingly positive with 91.5% stating that
their child is happy at the school, 92.8% saying that their child feels safe at the
school, and 92.2% saying that our students are well behaved.

There were, however, 2 areas that were raised that require our attention.
Parents/ Carers said we could make you better aware of what vy, child is
learning. To address this, we will be adding a section to our nev.er that
details what we will be taught in each subject to each year grou nts
and carers also mentioned that we could provide more detail o nd
extra-curricular activities we offer. Again, a dedicated page will for
our newsletter to promote all of this to keep our parents and ¢ to
date with everything that we provide.

We did want to share that[? out of 10]parents and carers w
recommend the Howard School to their friends and family! Th
so much for your support; we really do greatly appreciate it.
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Did you know our school has over 35 different clubs for you to get in-
volved ing? Whether you're into music, art, sports, strategy, or just want to
try something new, there's definitely something for you!

Love performinge Join Band Club and make music with friends. Want to
get creativee Ceramics Club is perfect for exploring your artistic side.
Prefer a good challenge? Chess Club is ready for your next move. Or, if
staying active is more your style, check out Gym Club and get moving.

But that's just the start—our list of clubs is packed with opportunities to
meet people who share your interests, build new skills, and have fun out-
side of class. Clubs are also a great way to explore passions you might
not get to during the school day. You might discover a hidden talent or
even start preparing for a future career!

Signing up is simple. All clubs are listed on Arbor, so you can browse the
full list and register in just a few clicks. Take a look, choose what excites
you, and dive in.

Remember, being part of a club is more than an activity—it's a commu-
nity. You'll make friends, try new things, and create memories that last
well beyond the school year.

So what are you waiting for¢ Explore the clubs today and find your
place.
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To sign-up and represent your House on any event,
see your Form Tutor or Ms. Ali
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Student
Voice

Collecting ‘Student Voice' is really important to us here at The Howard School; we
want to hear what you have to say about YOUR school.

As well as providing an opportunity for our entire cohort of students to complete an
electronic survey at Christmas and Easter, we also adopt the following procedure for
collecting our students’ voice;

SENIOR STUDNETS MEET WITH SENIOR LEADERS

l

SENIOR LEADERS DISCUSS THE ISSUES RAISED BY STUDENTS
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The Howard
ﬂ School

OPEN
EVENTS £l

yanaards lead o High

ArMinuvorman!
MO T HE VR )

Open Evening with Principal’s Talk:
Thursday 2 October, 2025
4.30pm till 7pm

Open Morning with Principal’s Talk:
Saturday 4 October, 2025
10am till 12pm

www.thehoward-that.org.uk
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What an exciting start to the year!l On Tuesday evening, pupils from
across the school came together to audition for our 2025 production of
The Lion King Jr, and what an amazing atmosphere it was. From the very
first lines spoken to the last note sung, the energy and talent on display
were fruly inspiring. The Performing Arts department has been blown
away by the commitment and creativity shown, and it is already clear
that this year's show is going to be something very special.

Taking part in a production like The Lion King Jr is not just about singing
and acting. It is about working together, supporting one another, and
building a performance as a team. The auditions showed just how much
enthusiasm there is among our students to be part of this journey, and we
cannot wait to see the cast take shape.

If you missed auditions, there is still plenty of time to get involved. A large
production like this relies on many different talents, not just those on
stage. Students can join the stage crew, help design and build the sef,
create costumes, or work on lighting and sound. Each of these roles is vi-
tal to the success of the show, and we would love to see as many pupils
as possible taking part.

If you are interested, simply speak to a member of the Performing Arts de-
partment. We would be delighted to welcome you to the tfeam and help
bring The Lion King Jr to life.
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A fun, free :::;;:: for
event hosted :

Primary and
by Medway Secondary
Council

schools

Venue:Lordswood Leisure Centre,
Chatham MES 8YE
Date: Thursday, 12 February 2026

Sign up forms will be sent out in October and
must be completed by 19 December 2025

VIEDWAY  Emienelf

HE R e alrwe ys to be healthy MEDWA‘Y_5 Serving You

you'm ABETTER CHID S\ yaduiy




This week, our Year 13 A-level Biology students had the opportunity to consolidate
their knowledge of the liver and kidneys by carrying out practical investigations
and dissections. These activities were designed to link classroom learning on ex-
cretion and homeostasis with real biological tissues, giving students a first-hand
look at how these vital organs work.

The liver practical began with microscopy. Students prepared slides of liver tissue
using staining techniques that allowed them to view cells in much greater detail.
Under the microscope, they were able to identify and label key organelles and
structures, linking what they could see to the organ’s important roles in processes
such as detoxification, metabolism, and the regulation of blood sugar levels. This
gave students a stronger appreciation of how the structure of liver cells supports
their function.

In the second part of the week, students carried out a kidney dissection. This al-
lowed them to observe the gross structure of the organ, including the cortex, me-
dulla, and renal pelvis, and to discuss how these regions contribute to filtration
and osmoregulation. Being able to see and handle the organ helped to reinforce
their understanding of how the kidneys remove waste products and maintain wa-
ter balance within the body.

These practical sessions were an excellent way for students to apply their theoreti-
cal learning and develop their scientific skills. They also offered valuable prepara-
tion for exam questions that require a strong understanding of both organ struc-
ture and function.
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Collecting ‘Student Voice’ is really important to us here at The Howard School; we
want to hear what you have to say about YOUR school.

Towards the end of the last academic year, we asked our out-going Year 11
students their opinion on their learning, what revision techniques worked best for
them, what initiatives worked to motivate them etc... Their honest and anonymous
responses allows us to better prepare our next cohort of Year 11s for their exams.

The out-going Year 11s said that our after school interventions and pre-exam
intferventions were the most effective at supporting their academic progress (89%) so
we will be introducing more of these sessions for our current Year 11 cohort to support
them. The survey also praised a further 2 initiatives; the QLAs and having a Subject
Specialist Form Tutor for additional support. Following this feedback, our QLAs are
being improved and Subject Specialist Form Tutors will remain in place.

At the end of the survey, students had the opportunity to write a message to specific
staff. The number of students that took the time to write messages was over-
whelming! All messages were passed on to the relevant staff member and they were
extremely grateful for the kind notes received.

A staggering 9 out of 10 of our Year 11 students were satisfied with the
education that they received here at The Howard School.
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This week a group of our Year 9 students had the amazing opportunity to
visit the Houses of Parliament in London. The trip gave students a real in-
sight infto how our democracy works and the role Parliament plays in
shaping the country.

The visit began with a fascinating tour that took us through some of the
most important parts of the building, including the House of Commons,
the House of Lords, and Westminster Hall. Walking through these historic
spaces, where so many important decisions have been made, really
brought the subject of politics to life.

After the tour, students took part in a practical workshop designed to get
them thinking about how ordinary people can make their voices heard.
The workshop focused on writing petitions, and students were shown the
steps needed to create one that could be formally sent to the Govern-
ment for consideration. This hands-on activity encouraged our Year 9s to
think carefully about issues that matter to them and how they could influ-
ence change.

Of course, no visit fo London would be complete without taking in some
of its famous landmarks. Along the way, students enjoyed seeing the Lon-
don Eye, Westmin-
ster Abbey, and Big
Ben, and we man-
aged to capture
S ¢ _ some great photos
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The behaviour of our
stfudents throughout
the frip was excel-
lent, and they were
= a credit to the
school. It was a fan-
tastic day out that
combined learning
with memorable ex-
periences, and one
. |lwe hope has in-
it | spired our Year 9s to
: think about their role
= in society.
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—{ Parents/carers and young people are invited to a workshop <
% Understanding Your Teenage Brain. It will help you to understand \
¥ your amazing brains and the changes that E’l vy E /
-\ come with adolescence. We will also discuss = : —*x\
,— strategies that you can use to improve : )
/ communication and understanding between you . == : /
— . ~
\,\ and to regulate emotions. \,\
i O [l o= O
\ If you would like to join, please ctrl + click link below e ¢
>_ or scan the QR code \/
Understanding the Amazing Teenage Brain | Meeting-Join | Microsoft Teams ,-"
¢ -
¥ \\
/7 Youdo not need an account to join. You will need access to the internet. If you have any ;r
_q/ questions, please speak with your school. If you require materials in another language or have /
‘\ any other access needs then please email: \
/>— EWTandESTenquiries@nelft.nhs.uk
/
—«’,\ We look forward to meeting you!
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What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

CONSPIRACY THEORIES

Conspirocy theoties are lodse or misleading bollefs that explain events o3 secret plots, often involving powerful
groups. While once fringe, they are now moce accossible through digital medio, enline influencers ond becouse
of cigerithmic rocommendations. The DIE guikiance decument, ‘Keoping Childron Safe In Education’ (XC3S1T)
axplicitly recognises conspirocy thooeies as potentiol content risks. This guide will help parents and educators

-
wHAT ARE ungerstand the risks, spot the signs, and bulld children's resilience to conspirocy thoorles, —

//,.T,“E ..... I

. . ‘ T .Y V! ﬁE
[+ UNDERMINING TRUST 5§ < A ¥ GATEWAY TO
. mmummm - :
AN HITUAN Valoed, LoaCHr L, 0N aven thal own Conmpiracy thesres con ohed with
tariles Ond loved ones. T seoakon of trast extrwesint idesicgins harmatives that

makas young peapie mers vuineroble to
v .mmwmmm

16S0Rie Seurtes of Infernotion. Wiy 101 Pkt e, DIQERTY. G
- - m—
o ONLINE ALGORITHM '2 CONFLICTWITH
F ‘ TRAPS PEERS
S0ci0l ma g ploTierme Con wAen ICommend whwmmn
ey o e e o e
erpo ioabgagnnbuan N b oG Ao LR B
MENTAL HEALTH ERODED CRITICAL
IMPACT THINKING

b Srdh
A o

mmmﬂmmm -
thelr acadermic

wckering
5 wwm«mm ek, or ergoge in heolihy dedata

= imiiy Advice for Parents & Educators &I‘

CREATE SAFE CONVERSATIONS MONITOR DIGITAL BEHAVIOUR m
GO T Pvicl of (hirien Oy QuUEATONE TR CNESren 003 yrung peogee umdmwm.-u«o“nmmzmﬁmr
A SROUT CONPPraCy INALrrs INETEML. CreOls 5Den NAJEr™arl-Sen SO0 OY TTOM. YOuTube, o Bedait. Lun paw b, L1 Maew IMPErtamay, Imaintols
ummmommmnmmvmuwmhm OnQaing Salsgus BDOUT SENE Ssparencas ond INIUENCEN.

PROMOTE CRITICAL THINKING @ REINFORCE RELIABLE SOURCES
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Mr. Edwards Mr. Samuels Ms. Anglin Mr. Dunn Ms. Mulrooney
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17 October

The Howard School is collecting food donations to mark
World Food Day to support Medway Food Bank

Donations gratefully received at Main Reception by Friday 10th October
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During each lesson, our students

= have the opportunity to receive a
‘  Golden Ticket. This Golden Ticket
' \ can be received for going ‘above-

: J“ and-beyond’ during the lesson.

‘ jv These Golden Tickets are collected

T in our Main Reception and a portion

= of the ticket is also taken home so

parents/carers can recognise this
immense achievement as well.

The tickets are collected in boxes in each of the students Houses and tallied at the
end of the academic year. The House that collects the most gets points added to
the House Championship total for their House as they compete for the Laurel Cup.

But it doesn’t stop there!

At the end of the academic year, all of the Golden Tickets will also be collected by
Year Group where a Prize Draw will take place. Each year group were asked what
they would like the opportunity to win, and the prizes by year group are listed
below. The more Golden Tickets each student receives, the greater their
opportunity is to win! Good luck!

Tablet

Nintendo Switch

Meta Quest qur ‘I 0 PlayStation 5




Mr. J Johal - Principal

johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk

01634 388765 ext. 3004



