


This week, we said a very special goodbye to our 

amazing Year 11 students as they celebrated the 

end of their time with us in true style. 

The afternoon was filled with laughter, memories, 

and plenty of treats. Students were treated to free 

snacks and ice creams, and there was a fantastic 

buzz of energy as everyone got involved in the cele-

brations. Staff and families shared kind and encour-

aging messages, recognising the hard work, deter-

mination, and resilience Year 11 have shown 

throughout their time at school. 

There were light-hearted awards handed out, cele-

brating everything from hidden talents to unforget-

table moments. Of course, it wouldn’t be a proper 

send-off without the traditional shirt-signing – a sea 

of permanent markers and creativity! A selfie mirror 

added even more fun to the day, giving students 

the chance to capture the moment with friends be-

fore heading off into their next chapter. 

It was a day full of pride, joy, and just the right 

amount of nostalgia. We are so proud of everything 

our Year 11 students have achieved, both in and out 

of the classroom. They leave behind a lasting impres-

sion and plenty of brilliant memories. 

We wish them all the very best as they move for-

ward, whether to college, apprenticeships, or be-

yond. We look forward to seeing them again on re-

sults day and celebrating their achievements once 

more. 

Until then, we hope they enjoy a well-earned break 

and a fantastic summer! 



 

Fifty of our Year 9 Performing Arts students had the exciting opportunity to visit 

London this week to watch the award-winning musical Hamilton – and it’s safe 

to say the trip was a huge success. 

The day began bright and early as students boarded the train full of energy and 

excitement. For many, it was their first time seeing a professional West End show, 

and Hamilton certainly did not disappoint. From the moment the curtain went 

up, the students were completely immersed in the powerful storytelling, incredi-

ble choreography, and unforgettable music. 

Set during the American Revolution, Hamilton tells the story of Alexander Hamil-

ton, one of the founding fathers of the United States, using a unique blend of 

hip-hop, R&B, and traditional musical theatre. The students were particularly im-

pressed by the fast-paced lyrics and how the cast managed to perform such 

complex songs while dancing with so much energy. 

As well as enjoying the performance, students also had the chance to explore 

a little bit of central London and take in some of the city’s iconic sights along 

the way. For many, this was a highlight of the day and added to the overall ex-

citement of the trip. 

Staff accompanying the trip praised the students for their excellent behaviour, 

enthusiasm, and respectful attitude throughout the day. They were fantastic 

ambassadors for the school and made the most of every opportunity the day 

had to offer. 

Trips like this are a brilliant way to bring classroom learning to life and inspire stu-

dents to explore the world of performing arts beyond the school walls. Watching 

live theatre, especially a production as powerful as Hamilton, gives students a 

real sense of what is possible in the arts industry. 

A huge well done to all who took part – and thank you to the staff who made 

the day possible. We’re already looking forward to the next theatre adventure! 





On Monday 3rd June, our Year 13 Forensics students 

took part in a hands-on, simulated investigation of a 

serious road traffic collision between a Fiat 500 and 

a Kawasaki Ninja motorbike. The staged incident 

took place under very windy conditions, adding an 

extra layer of realism to the challenge. 

The scenario involved a fatal outcome for the mo-

torcyclist, giving students the opportunity to step in-

to the role of real-life forensic investigators. They 

were tasked with examining the scene, gathering 

evidence, and using their knowledge to figure out 

what had happened and why. 

As part of the investigation, students reviewed 

CCTV footage, measured skid marks to calculate 

vehicle speeds and braking distances, and looked 

at toxicology reports. Breath tests showed that the 

driver of the Fiat 500 was under the legal alcohol 

limit, while blood tests revealed that the motorcy-

clist had alcohol in their system at the time of the 

crash. 

Working in teams, students pieced together all the 

available evidence to reconstruct the events lead-

ing up to the collision. This included careful analysis 

of the physical evidence at the scene, as well as 

interpreting scientific reports and footage to sup-

port their findings. 

The activity was designed to give students a realistic 

experience of how forensic science is used in the 

real world, particularly in cases involving serious 

road traffic incidents. It allowed them to apply what 

they have learned in class to a practical situation, 

helping them to develop both their technical and 

teamwork skills. 

Students said the simulation was challenging but 

highly engaging, and that it gave them a much 

clearer understanding of the processes involved in 

accident investigation. It also highlighted the im-

portance of attention to detail, critical thinking, and 

using evidence to draw accurate conclusions. 

Overall, it was a valuable and enjoyable learning 

experience that gave our students a real insight into 

the world of forensic science and the role it plays in 

helping to solve complex cases. 





 

We are absolutely delighted to introduce our new Year 12 Sixth Form Stu-

dent Leads for the 2025–26 academic year. Following a highly competitive 

application and interview process, seven outstanding students have been 

selected to represent and support the Sixth Form community in the year 

ahead. 

Congratulations to L.A-L, O.F, F.H, T.H, I.H, A.M, and H.R for being appointed 

to this exciting leadership role. Each of them impressed us with their enthu-

siasm, thoughtful ideas, and clear commitment to making a positive differ-

ence within the school. 

As Sixth Form Student Leads, they will be working closely with staff and stu-

dents to help shape the Sixth Form experience, support key events, and 

represent the voice of their peers. Whether it’s organising student-led initia-

tives, mentoring younger students, or contributing to school improvement 

projects, we know they’ll do a fantastic job. 

We are incredibly proud of their achievement and can’t wait to see the 

impact they will make. We look forward to working alongside them as they 

develop their leadership skills and help create a strong, inclusive and inspir-

ing Sixth Form environment. 

Well done to all seven – we’re so excited for what’s to come! 





This week, we were excited to welcome 60 enthu-

siastic Year 5 pupils from our local feeder primary 

schools for a special day of workshops. This visit 

marked the beginning of an ongoing initiative run-

ning throughout the term, aimed at giving pupils a 

taste of secondary school life and helping them 

feel more confident about the transition. 

The pupils took part in four engaging and hands-

on workshops during their visit: PE, Science, Com-

puting, and Design Technology. Each session was 

led by one of our specialist teachers and gave 

the pupils the chance to explore new skills, use our 

state-of-the-art facilities, and enjoy learning in a 

fun, supportive environment. 

In PE, they got stuck into energetic games and 

activities that encouraged teamwork and move-

ment. In Science, they explored exciting experi-

ments and investigated fascinating reactions. Dur-

ing Computing, pupils had a go at coding and 

problem-solving using our modern ICT equipment. 

Design Technology offered the chance to get 

creative, with students designing and building 

while learning to safely use new tools. 

It was brilliant to see how engaged and enthusias-

tic the pupils were throughout the day. Many 

shared how much they enjoyed the experience 

and how keen they are to come back. 

We’re proud to continue strengthening our links 

with local primary schools through initiatives like 

this. Over the course of the term, we’ll be wel-

coming more groups of Year 5 pupils on a rolling 

basis, giving everyone a chance to take part in 

the same exciting rotation of workshops. These vis-

its offer a valuable opportunity for pupils to ex-

plore a secondary school setting, meet some of 

our staff, and build their confidence. 

We look forward to seeing these pupils again soon 

as their rotation continues – and to meeting even 

more Year 5s in the coming weeks! 



 

Our Year 10 students recently enjoyed an exciting and inspiring visit to the Uni-

versity of Kent for a Future Humans Research Day. The trip was all about explor-

ing what the future might look like for humans, especially as science and tech-

nology continue to evolve. 

Throughout the day, students took part in workshops and discussions on some 

fascinating and challenging topics. These included transhumanism (the idea of 

enhancing human abilities through technology), genetics (and how it might 

shape future generations), and the rise of robots and artificial intelligence—

including the big question of whether robots could eventually take over human 

jobs. 

The visit gave students the chance to think deeply about how science is chang-

ing the world, and how it might affect our lives in the future. They were encour-

aged to consider not just the scientific possibilities, but also the ethical and so-

cial issues that come with them. 

One of the highlights of the day was a seminar at the end, where students 

worked in groups to present their ideas on the question: “Should humans live for-

ever?” This led to some lively and thoughtful debates, with students putting for-

ward a range of arguments based on what they had learnt. Some explored the 

scientific potential of living forever through technology or medicine, while others 

raised concerns about overpopulation, inequality, and what it really means to 

be human. 

It was a fantastic opportunity for students to experience a taste of university life, 

meet academic researchers, and engage with big questions that don’t always 

have simple answers. The trip encouraged curiosity, critical thinking, and open-

minded discussion—skills that are valuable both inside and outside the class-

room. 

We are incredibly proud of how our students represented the school and em-

braced such a complex and forward-thinking topic. A big thank you to the Uni-

versity of Kent for hosting us and providing such a memorable experience. 



We are incredibly proud to share that several members of our brilliant staff team 

have been nominated for The Howard Academy Trust Awards this year. These 

awards recognise individuals and teams across the Trust who go above and be-

yond to make a real difference in school communities, and we are delighted to 

see our staff being celebrated in this way. 

A huge congratulations to Ms Martin, who has been nominated for Secondary 

Teacher of the Year. Her dedication to her students and passion for teaching 

are truly inspiring. 

Well done to Ms Samuels, who has been recognised with a nomination for the 

Professional Growth Award. This reflects her commitment to learning, develop-

ment, and supporting others along the way. 

We’re also thrilled that the Maths Department has been nominated for Team of 

the Year. Their teamwork, creativity, and determination is exceptional! 

Mrs Greening has been nominated for the Lifetime Achievement Award, which 

is a wonderful recognition of her many years of outstanding service and impact 

within education. 

Finally, congratulations to Mrs Matthews, who has been nominated for Governor 

of the Year. Her support and dedication behind the scenes play a huge role in 

helping our school thrive. 

We wish all our nominees the very best of luck and look forward to celebrating 

with them at the Awards Evening in July. Thank you to each and every one of 

you – we’re so proud! 
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