


Our Year 12 Geography students recently took part in an exciting fieldwork day in 

Canterbury as part of their A Level studies. The aim of the trip was to investigate the 

success of regeneration in the city and explore whether certain areas are still in need 

of further improvement. 

Throughout the day, students worked in small groups to carry out a variety of fieldwork 

techniques. These included environmental quality surveys, land use mapping, ques-

tionnaires with members of the public, and photographic evidence to support their 

findings. This hands-on experience gave students the chance to apply their classroom 

learning to a real-world setting, while also developing important skills in data collec-

tion, analysis and teamwork. 

The focus of the day was to consider how effective regeneration has been in different 

parts of Canterbury. Students looked at areas that have clearly benefitted from rede-

velopment – such as the Whitefriars shopping centre and parts of the city centre – and 

compared these with locations where further regeneration may still be needed. They 

also began to think critically about who benefits from regeneration, and what chal-

lenges come with trying to improve urban areas. 

This fieldwork will support students as they begin to plan and carry out their own inde-

pendent investigations over the next few months. These investigations form an im-

portant part of the A Level Geography course and give students the opportunity to ex-

plore a topic of their choice in detail. 

It was fantastic to see our students engaging so enthusiastically with the task, asking 

thoughtful questions, and making the most of the opportunity to learn outside the 

classroom. We look forward to seeing how their ideas develop as they begin their in-

dependent projects. 



 

This week, our Year 7 Geography students 

swapped their classroom desks for clipboards 

and took part in a microclimate investigation 

around the school site. As part of their current 

topic on weather and climate, the students 

were exploring how local features can influence 

the conditions we experience in different parts 

of the school grounds. 

Working in small groups, students visited a varie-

ty of locations such as the playground, grassy ar-

eas, near buildings, and sheltered spots. At each 

location, they recorded weather-related infor-

mation to compare differences across the site. 

The aim was to find out how factors like shade, 

shelter, surface types and building materials af-

fect temperature, wind and other elements of 

weather. This helped students understand what 

a microclimate is – a small area that has differ-

ent weather conditions from the area around it. 

Back in the classroom, students will be using their 

findings to create graphs, spot patterns, and 

draw conclusions about the areas they studied. 

They’ll also be thinking about why some loca-

tions felt warmer, cooler, windier or more pro-

tected than others. 

This hands-on investigation is part of the Key 

Stage 3 Geography curriculum and is a great 

way for students to develop their observation, 

teamwork and data-handling skills. It also gives 

them the chance to see how Geography ap-

plies to the real world around them. 

Well done to all of Year 7 for showing such curi-

osity and teamwork during the fieldwork. We’re 

looking forward to seeing your analysis and 

hearing your conclusions in lessons over the 

coming weeks. 





We’re excited to an-

nounce that the winner of 

May’s Photographer of the 

Month competition is CP in 

Year 13. Judged by Mr 

Green, this month’s theme 

was “blooming flowers”, 

and CP’s beautiful photo-

graph of a rose stood out 

for its creativity, detail, and 

style. Her work captured 

the theme perfectly and 

showed real skill behind 

the lens. A huge well done 

to CP for her fantastic 

achievement. It’s brilliant 

to see such talent in our 

school community. Keep 

an eye out for next 

month’s theme – we can’t 

wait to see what you’ll cre-

ate next!  







 

Following their recent visit to Canterbury, our Year 12 Geography students 

had a second day of fieldwork, this time travelling to Herne Bay to study 

coastal management as part of their Non-Examined Assessment (NEA). 

During the trip, students explored the different ways the coastline is being 

managed and protected against erosion and flooding. They collected da-

ta through a range of techniques including visual surveys, measurements 

of beach profiles, and questionnaires with local residents and visitors. This 

practical experience helps students understand the challenges faced by 

coastal communities and the strategies used to address these issues. 

The visit to Herne Bay builds on the work students began in Canterbury, 

where they investigated urban regeneration. Both trips allow students to 

apply the geographical skills they have learned in the classroom to real-

world environments, improving their ability to collect, analyse and evalu-

ate data. 

Coastal management is an important topic within the A Level Geography 

course, and the information gathered during fieldwork will form a key part 

of students’ independent investigations for their NEA. This assessment re-

quires them to design and carry out their own research project, making 

use of fieldwork data to answer a question of their choice. 

It has been fantastic to see students engaging so actively with these field-

work opportunities, developing their understanding of geographical pro-

cesses while working together as a team. These hands-on experiences are 

vital in preparing them for further study and helping them develop skills 

they will use beyond school. 

We look forward to supporting them as they continue to work on their NEA 

projects over the coming months. 
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