


We are incredibly proud to announce that 50 of our talented Year 7 and 8 students have      

become published writers! Their poems have been selected for a special Poetry Anthology, 

marking a fantastic achievement and a moment to celebrate their creativity and hard work. 

As part of our KS3 Poetry Competition, students had the opportunity to explore their               

imaginations and express themselves through poetry. The entries we received were inspiring, 

heartfelt, and showed a wonderful range of emotions and ideas. It was clear that our students 

put a great deal of effort into crafting their poems, and the judges were amazed by the       

quality of the work submitted. 

Being selected for publication is no small feat. It means these students’ poems stood out and 

will now be shared with a wider audience in the anthology. This is a remarkable                      

accomplishment and a chance for them to see their names in print — something that not 

many people experience at such a young age. 

We are so proud of all the students who took part in the competition. Whether or not your    

poem was selected, every single participant showed bravery and creativity by sharing their 

words. 

A huge congratulations to our newly published poets! We hope this achievement inspires you 

to keep writing, exploring your ideas, and sharing your voices with the world. 

Well done to everyone involved — we look forward to seeing where your creativity takes you 

next! 





 

Year 7 recently enjoyed a fascinating trip to Canter-

bury Cathedral, where they had the chance to ex-

plore one of the most historic and beautiful sites in 

the country. The visit offered a perfect blend of Reli-

gious Education, History, and Art & Design, provid-

ing students with a rich, cross-curricular learning ex-

perience. 

Upon arrival, the group was warmly welcomed and 

given a guided tour of the cathedral. Students were 

able to walk through the magnificent nave, admire 

the intricate stonework of the cloisters, and reflect 

in the peaceful atmosphere of the crypt. The stun-

ning gardens surrounding the cathedral also provid-

ed a lovely space to take in the scenery and ap-

preciate the beauty of the site. 

One of the most memorable parts of the visit was 

following in the footsteps of medieval pilgrims. Stu-

dents learned about the tradition of walking up the 

stone steps on one’s knees as an act of penance, 

seeking atonement for sins at the top. While there 

was no official atonement on this trip, the students 

certainly felt the challenge of climbing the worn 

stone steps – a testament to the many pilgrims who 

had walked before them. 

Throughout the day, students had the chance to 

engage with the cathedral’s rich history and archi-

tecture, gaining insight into its significance as a 

place of worship and pilgrimage for centuries. They 

also explored the artistic aspects of the building, 

marvelling at the stained glass windows and intri-

cate designs that have stood the test of time. 

The visit brought classroom learning to life, allowing 

students to connect with history and faith in a 

meaningful and memorable way. It was a day full 

of discovery, reflection, and adventure – an experi-

ence that will no doubt stay with Year 7 for years to 

come. 

A big thank you to the staff at Canterbury Cathe-

dral for their warm welcome and engaging tour. 

We look forward to future visits and more opportuni-

ties to learn outside the classroom. 





The students in 8H1 have been working exceptionally hard in their art lessons with Ms 

Mitchell, producing a stunning collection of pencil self-portraits that deserve to be   

celebrated. 

Over the past few weeks, the class has been learning and practising a range of artistic 

techniques to help them create realistic and expressive self-portraits. From mastering 

shading to understanding facial proportions, the students have shown great focus and 

determination to develop their skills. The results are nothing short of remarkable. 

Each portrait is unique, reflecting the individuality of each student. Some chose to    

focus on capturing subtle facial expressions, while others experimented with light and 

shadow to create a sense of depth. The level of detail and care put into every piece 

demonstrates the students' growing confidence and artistic ability. 

Ms Mitchell has been incredibly proud of the class throughout the process. "The         

students have shown such enthusiasm and commitment to their work. It has been   

wonderful to see them push themselves creatively and take pride in what they have 

achieved. The final pieces are truly inspiring," she shared. 

Not only has this project allowed students to develop their technical skills, but it has   

also encouraged them to reflect on their own identities and express themselves 

through their art. Self-portraiture is a challenging task, requiring patience, observation, 

and a willingness to experiment. The students of 8H1 have embraced these challenges 

with positivity and perseverance. 

The finished portraits are now proudly displayed in the art department, serving as a  

testament to the students' hard work and creativity. Anyone who has seen the artwork 

has been impressed by the attention to detail and the emotional depth captured in 

each piece. 

A huge well done to the students of 8H1 for producing such outstanding artwork, and 

a big thank you to Ms Mitchell for guiding and inspiring the class throughout this       

project. The talent and dedication shown by the students have been truly remarkable, 

and we look forward to seeing what they create next! 





On Tuesday, students had the fantastic opportunity 

to take part in a STEM event at Canterbury Universi-

ty, where they built and programmed their very 

own dancing robots. The trip was a chance for stu-

dents to dive into the exciting world of robotics, 

gaining hands-on experience with construction 

and coding. 

Throughout the day, students worked in teams to 

bring their robots to life. They carefully assembled 

each part, ensuring every motor and sensor was in 

the right place, before moving on to programming. 

For many, it was their first time using coding to con-

trol a physical creation, and seeing their robots re-

spond to the code they wrote was a rewarding 

moment. 

One of the highlights of the day was the dance-off. 

Once the robots were constructed and pro-

grammed, the teams gathered to show off their 

creations. Each robot had its own unique set of 

moves, with some twirling, others shuffling, and a 

few even managing a full spin. The room was filled 

with excitement and laughter as everyone 

cheered on their robots. 

Students shared how much they enjoyed the expe-

rience, describing it as both educational and fun. 

Many found the programming aspect particularly 

engaging, with one student commenting, “It was 

amazing to see how a few lines of code could 

make the robot move in different ways. It made 

coding feel really practical and exciting.” Others 

appreciated the teamwork involved, as they col-

laborated to troubleshoot and solve problems to-

gether. 

The trip not only helped students develop technical 

skills but also boosted their confidence in problem-

solving and working as a team. By the end of the 

day, everyone had gained a deeper understand-

ing of robotics and left feeling inspired about the 

possibilities within STEM subjects. 

A huge thank you to Canterbury University for host-

ing such an engaging and educational event. It 

was a memorable day that sparked curiosity and 

enthusiasm among students, and many left feeling 

eager to explore more about robotics and pro-

gramming in the future. 









 

This week, students from Years 7 to 10 took part in the exciting House Event: ‘Say What 

You See’. The Main Hall was full of energy and enthusiasm as students competed to 

earn valuable points for their Houses as part of the ongoing House Championship. 

The event challenged students to think quickly and creatively through a series of fun 

and engaging activities, including Dingbats, Catchphrase, Anagrams, and Quick 

Maths. Each activity tested a different skill, ensuring there was something for everyone 

to enjoy and excel at. Dingbats had students puzzling over visual clues, Catchphrase 

encouraged quick thinking and clear communication, Anagrams put word skills to the 

test, and Quick Maths pushed competitors to solve problems at speed. 

The competition was fierce, with each House determined to claim victory. Students 

showed great teamwork, supporting each other and celebrating every success. The 

atmosphere was electric as teams raced against the clock, eager to secure as many 

points as possible. 

It was fantastic to see so many students getting involved and giving their all in each 

challenge. The event not only highlighted the diverse talents of our students but also 

reinforced the importance of working together and cheering each other on. Whether 

solving a tricky anagram, shouting out a Catchphrase, or nailing a Quick Maths ques-

tion, everyone played their part in making the event a huge success. 

A huge well done to everyone who took part. Your enthusiasm, determination, and 

team spirit were truly inspiring. Events like these are a brilliant reminder of the strength 

and pride within our House community. 

The points from this event will be added to the overall House Championship total, 

bringing each House one step closer to the ultimate prize. Keep an eye out for the up-

dated leaderboard to see where your House stands. 

Thank you to all the staff and students who helped organise and run the event. We 

can’t wait to see what the next House Event will bring. Until then, well done once 

again to all our competitors! 
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