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We are incredibly proud to announce that 50 of our talented Year 7 and 8 students have
become published writers! Their poems have been selected for a special Poetry Anthology,
marking a fantastic achievement and a moment to celebrate their creativity and hard work.

As part of our KS3 Poetry Competition, students had the opportunity to explore their
imaginations and express themselves through poetry. The entries we received were inspiring,
heartfelt, and showed a wonderful range of emotions and ideas. It was clear that our students
put a great deal of effort intfo crafting their poems, and the judges were amazed by the
quality of the work submitted.

Being selected for publication is no small feat. It means these students’ poems stood out and
will now be shared with a wider audience in the anthology. This is a remarkable
accomplishment and a chance for them to see their names in print — something that not
many people experience at such a young age.

We are so proud of all the students who took part in the competition. Whether or not your
poem was selected, every single participant showed bravery and creativity by sharing their
words.

A huge congratulations to our newly published poets! We hope this achievement inspires you
to keep writing, exploring your ideas, and sharing your voices with the world.

Well done to everyone involved — we look forward to seeing where your creativity takes you
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Year 7 recently enjoyed a fascinating trip to Canter-
bury Cathedral, where they had the chance to ex-
plore one of the most historic and beautiful sites in
the country. The visit offered a perfect blend of Reli-
gious Education, History, and Art & Design, provid-
ing students with a rich, cross-curricular learning ex-
perience.

Upon arrival, the group was warmly welcomed and
given a guided tour of the cathedral. Students were
able to walk through the magnificent nave, admire
the intricate stonework of the cloisters, and reflect
in the peaceful atmosphere of the crypt. The stun-
ning gardens surrounding the cathedral also provid-
ed a lovely space to take in the scenery and ap-
preciate the beauty of the site.

One of the most memorable parts of the visit was
following in the footsteps of medieval pilgrims. Stu-
dents learned about the fradition of walking up the
stone steps on one’s knees as an act of penance,
seeking atonement for sins at the top. While there
was no official atonement on this frip, the students
certainly felt the challenge of climbing the worn
stone steps — a testament to the many pilgrims who
had walked before them.

Throughout the day, students had the chance to
engage with the cathedral’s rich history and archi-
tecture, gaining insight into its significance as a
place of worship and pilgrimage for centuries. They
also explored the artistic aspects of the building,
marvelling at the stained glass windows and infri-
cate designs that have stood the test of time.

The visit brought classroom learning to life, allowing
students to connect with history and faith in @
meaningful and memorable way. It was a day full
of discovery, reflection, and adventure — an experi-
ence that will no doubt stay with Year 7 for years to
come.

A big thank you to the staff at Canterbury Cathe-
dral for their warm welcome and engaging tour.
We look forward to future visits and more opportuni-
ties to learn outside the classroom.
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The students in 8H1 have been working exceptionally hard in their art lessons with Ms
Mitchell, producing a stunning collection of pencil self-portraits that deserve to be
celebrated.

Over the past few weeks, the class has been learning and practising a range of artistic
techniques to help them create realistic and expressive self-portraits. From mastering
shading to understanding facial proportions, the students have shown great focus and
determination to develop their skills. The results are nothing short of remarkable.

Each portrait is unique, reflecting the individuality of each student. Some chose to
focus on capturing subtle facial expressions, while others experimented with light and
shadow to create a sense of depth. The level of detail and care put into every piece
demonstrates the students' growing confidence and artistic ability.

Ms Mitchell has been incredibly proud of the class throughout the process. "The
students have shown such enthusiasm and commitment to their work. It has been
wonderful to see them push themselves creatively and take pride in what they have
achieved. The final pieces are fruly inspiring," she shared.

Not only has this project allowed students to develop their technical skills, but it has
also encouraged them to reflect on their own identities and express themselves
through their art. Self-portraiture is a challenging task, requiring patience, observation,
and a willingness to experiment. The students of 8H1 have embraced these challenges
with positivity and perseverance.

The finished portraits are now proudly displayed in the art department, serving as a
testament to the students' hard work and creativity. Anyone who has seen the artwork
has been impressed by the attention to detail and the emotional depth captured in
each piece.

A huge well done to the students of 8H1 for producing such outstanding artwork, and
a big thank you to Ms Mitchell for guiding and inspiring the class throughout this
project. The talent and dedication shown by the students have been fruly remarkable,
0 we look forward to seeing what they create next!
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On Tuesday, students had the fantastic opportunity
to take part in a STEM event at Canterbury Universi-
ty, where they built and programmed their very
own dancing robots. The trip was a chance for stu-
dents to dive into the exciting world of robotics,
gaining hands-on experience with construction
and coding.

Throughout the day, students worked in teams to
bring their robots to life. They carefully assembled
each part, ensuring every motor and sensor was in
the right place, before moving on to programming.
For many, it was their first time using coding to con-
trol a physical creation, and seeing their robots re-
spond to the code they wrote was a rewarding
moment.

One of the highlights of the day was the dance-off.
Once the robots were constructed and pro-
grammed, the teams gathered to show off their
creations. Each robot had its own unique set of
moves, with some twirling, others shuffling, and a
few even managing a full spin. The room was filled
with excitement and laughter as everyone
cheered on their robots.

Students shared how much they enjoyed the expe-
rience, describing it as both educational and fun.
Many found the programming aspect particularly
engaging, with one student commenting, “It was
amazing to see how a few lines of code could
make the robot move in different ways. It made
coding feel really practical and exciting.” Others
appreciated the teamwork involved, as they col-
laborated to troubleshoot and solve problems to-
gether.

The trip not only helped students develop technical
skills but also boosted their confidence in problem-
solving and working as a team. By the end of the
day, everyone had gained a deeper understand-
ing of robotics and left feeling inspired about the
possibilities within STEM subjects.

A huge thank you to Canterbury University for host-
ing such an engaging and educational event. It
was a memorable day that sparked curiosity and
enthusiasm among students, and many left feeling
eager to explore more about robotics and pro-
gramming in the future.



House Events

Term 4

Say what
you see!

3
Lo

Year 7 - 26th February
Year 8 - 5th March
Year 9 - 12th March
e Year 10 - 19th March

To sign-up and represent your House on any event,
head to your Google Classroom or see Mr. Hillier

HOUSE ROWIN

TURING
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Medway Music fssoviation’s
Easter Music Cowrses 2025
Bth G, Tth and 8 April

Intormation Letter

Venue: Rainham Mark Grammar School, MEB 7AJ

Closing date for applications: Monday 3™ March 2025.

We are defighted to announce our Easter Music Courses for 2025,

Please find below information on all courses and who they are suited to. Please mote, ploces will be
allocated on a first come, first served basis,

Easter Holiday K51 Music Course: Sunday 6" April 09:45 — 11:45

Cur K51 course is designed to introduce K51 children to music through some exciting and engaging
musical activities. The activities will include musical games, fun songs and the chance to

perform together using a mnge of percussion instruments. We hope that your children will leam lots
of new musical skills, which build and develop the foundations for learming instruments.

Entry requirements: No previous experience is necessary. For children in school years 1 and 2.

Places will be allocated on a first come first senved basis. Numbers will be limited so please apply
earhy to avoid disappointment.

Cost: £10.00

fledway Music Associotion ond Dynomics = The Medway Music Education Hub CIC
Email: infof@medwaymusicassociation.co.uk
Website: www. medwaymusicassociation.co.uk
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This week, students from Years 7 to 10 took part in the exciting House Event: ‘Say What
You See’. The Main Hall was full of energy and enthusiasm as students competed to
earn valuable points for their Houses as part of the ongoing House Championship.

The event challenged students to think quickly and creatively through a series of fun
and engaging activities, including Dingbats, Catchphrase, Anagrams, and Quick
Maths. Each activity tested a different skill, ensuring there was something for everyone
to enjoy and excel at. Dingbats had students puzzling over visual clues, Catchphrase
encouraged quick thinking and clear communication, Anagrams put word skills to the
test, and Quick Maths pushed competitors to solve problems at speed.

The competition was fierce, with each House determined to claim victory. Students
showed great teamwork, supporting each other and celebrating every success. The
atmosphere was electric as teams raced against the clock, eager to secure as many
points as possible.

It was fantastic to see so many students getting involved and giving their all in each
challenge. The event not only highlighted the diverse talents of our students but also
reinforced the importance of working together and cheering each other on. Whether
solving a tricky anagram, shouting out a Catchphrase, or nailing a Quick Maths ques-
tion, everyone played their part in making the event a huge success.

A huge well done to everyone who took part. Your enthusiasm, determination, and
team spirit were truly inspiring. Events like these are a brilliant reminder of the strength
and pride within our House community.

The points from this event will be added to the overall House Championship total,
bringing each House one step closer to the ultimate prize. Keep an eye out for the up-
dated leaderboard to see where your House stands.

Thank you to all the staff and students who helped organise and run the event. We
can't wait to see what the next House Event will bring. Unfil then, well done once
again to all our competitors!
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Table Tennis Centre

Sports Hall Opening Hours:
Grass Pitches Mon to Fri: 16:30 - 22:00

Sat: 08:00 - 23:00

« Gymnasium
. Sun: 08:00 - 20:00
« Dance/Drama Studios
« Changing Rooms To Book
« School Hall/Classrooms www.howard.schoolhire.co.uk

@WRD Schooltire & 7



Free Adult Counselling

Where? The Hundred of Hoo Academy, Secondary School
Who is it for? Anyone over the age of 18 in Medway and Kent
Who is it with? Adult trainee Counsellors who are in their final year of qualification and

newly qualified Counsellors
Appointment Times? 50 minute appointments during school hours

Is it confidential? Yes, apart from risk to self or others, acts of terrorism or money laundering

All our appointments are offered face to face. The counsellors work within the BACP (British Association
for Counselling and Psychotherapy) Code of Ethics.

If you have any questions, or would like to arrange an appointment, please either email Paula Johnson at
counsellor@hundredofhooacademy.org.uk or call 07599 657611 (school hours only).
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| & What's been going on? Y
i What are we currently offering as extra curricular? |
. Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
I KS4 Year 8& 9 Rugby Boxing Basetball
: Intervention Football Year 9 All years Years 11 -13
| 4 ¢ =
i Football m Gym Rugby Gym

Years 7. Years 9 - 13 Years 9 - 13 Years 7 & 8 Years 9 - 13
| & | &0 @ &1
: Gym Basketball Basketball
| | Years9-13 Years 748 | Year 94&10
| e S =
I Table Tennis Gym
All Years Years 9 - 13

| ‘e \ g/
N A1,

| “@" Shout out the Yr 9 Rugby Team "@-

—

$

.‘Nwefz-;gtmm -

.J:




. PE @ The .
‘”"f" Howard School ¢« ®

Recent Results ‘A

Year 9 Rugby Success at District Event
The year 9’s entered their final competition of
the school season, The Swale Cup. The year 9
team have won the competition the pasttwo

yearsin year 7 & 8 now hoping to make it triple
champions. The boys faced teams from

Sittingbourne , Fulston Manor, Borden Grammar

a School and the toughest opponents Queen

% Elizabeth. Howard boys began the campaign with

3 fantastic wins putting us in the hot seat to win

the cup again. Our final game came against
Queen Elizabeth with both schools knowing a

& win would secure them the title. QEfired first

% with a superb try down the wing before Howard

) dugin and got two quick tries to be up 10-5 at

half time. The second half was tough with
Howard defending their try line most of the
game before AG got a quick turnover and
powered to the try line. Howard victorious
winning 15-5. This result meant Howard won the
Swale Cup for third year running!!!! Huge
standout performances from DA, JH, AG and AW.
Well done boys!!!

Year 9 Football v Rainham Mark

Our Year 9s travelled to Rainham Mark
that saw a much improved performance
from the previousyear! Ina very close
game, Howard came out with a 1-0loss.
However, performance was extremely
and on another day, we walk away
victorious. Chin up boys! We have a great
team here! Shout out GT, RN, OK & LK at
|_ the back! Solid as always.
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Recent Golden Ticket Winnersin PE

The golden tickets keep flying in. As part of our rewards system within
school, that links to the whole school rewards system, students who
attend clubs regularly or students who show outstanding attitudes
within lesson have a chance of winning a PE Golden Ticket which gets
them a slot in the end of term raffles. The prizes from these raffles vary,
from equipment to school trips. Keep an eye out boys for the winners at
the end of this half term! Keep showing the determination and attitudes
we’ve seen so far! It has been great to see.

District Rowing Event

Last week saw our Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 boys
attend a district event in rowing. This was
part of the SSG calendar. Our boys showed
great levels of determination and resilience
to add to our teams overall score. Shout
out to our Year 7 boys who came 3 in
their event. With our other year groups
finishing just off of the podium places

N o 3 L o
o | -
»
N\ A
| —a | e} a =3 L] e | 3 n G——— - o L] L - [} n G——— - o L] G - (s " G - f————} L G |

—



PE @ The .

b 27 -
€™ Howard School q -

Sixth Formers become us for the day
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Mr Halsey’s Year 13 class took to the 3G pitches to try their hand at |

some coaching. As part of their final assignment as a Howard School PE :

student, they have had to plan, risk assess and deliver a coaching session |
showing the leadership qualities that have been explored in the build up.

Mr Halsey, supervised the Year 13s as they parted knowledge on our |

selected Year 7 groups and Mr Halsey was really impressed with their :

levels of proactivity, their willingness to apply their coaching methods to I
their sessions and also how they interacted with the groups. High levels
of confidence and engagement were shown from both the coaches and

the students! Well done guys! A very successful day. |
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| Gym club is now open to Year 9s aswelll Same

; rules apply. Come up on a Wednesday after

| school, have your induction and then you can
access the gym after school every day!
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| Calling all Students,
| Parents and Guardians

! We are always on the look out for kit

| donations. If you have any of the following at
; home that are old, don't fit or you simply don't
| use, we would love to add them to our spare kit

m

; selection.

| A N

- » T1rainers

| > Astroturf trainers

: > Football Boots

| » Old PE Kit (Shorts, Polo, Purple Tops, Blue
Jumpers

Please feel free to
drop them into the
PE office or hand

to your PE teacher
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During each lesson, our students
have the opportunity to receive a
Golden Ticket. This Golden Ticket
can be received for going ‘above-
and-beyond’ during the lesson.
These Golden Tickets are collected
in our Main Reception and a portion
of the ticket is also taken home so
parents/carers can recognise this
immense achievement as well.

The tickets are collected in boxes in each of the students Houses and tallied at the
end of the academic year. The House that collects the most gets points added to
the House Championship total for their House as they compete for the Laurel Cup.

But it doesn’t stop there!

At the end of the academic year, all of the Golden Tickets will also be collected by
Year Group where a Prize Draw will take place. Each year group were asked what
they would like the opportunity to win, and the prizes by year group are listed
below. The more Golden Tickets each student receives, the greater their

opportunity is to win! Good luck!

Year 7 2x £100 Year 9

Amazon

Vouchers

O

£200 JD
Voucher

£200 bike Year 8

*voted for 2 winners

£200
Amazon
Voucher

Year 11_

TURING
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Mr. Edwards ~ Ms. Samuels Ms. Anglin

]

Book a range of activities, from
sports, swimming, theatre workshops,
outdoor pursuits and more!

Monday, 14 April
Tuesday, 15 April
Wednesday, 16 April
Thursday, 17 April

Bookings open on
Monday, 17 March
ABETTER = Medway

MEDWAY %
= Kt ~ Seiving You . ~




Mr. J Johal - Principal

johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk

01634 388765 ext. 3004



