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Dear Parents, Carers, and Members of the Howard School Community, 

I am Mr Knights and to our newer readers, I am delighted to introduce myself as both 

the editor of this newsletter and the Rewards Lead at The Howard School.  I hope you 

have enjoyed our recent editions and found them informative and engaging.  It is a 

privilege to keep you all up to date with everything happening within our school and 

beyond, fostering a stronger connection between the school and the wider         

community. 

As we move into an exciting time of the year, I am thrilled to share that our annual 

rewards trips are just around the corner.  These trips are a fantastic opportunity to   

recognize and celebrate some of our outstanding students who consistently go 

above and beyond.  This year, our Year 7 students will be heading to Hollywood Bowl 

in Rochester, Year 8 will be enjoying the thrills at Soar Trampoline Park, and Years 9 

and 10 will be taking on the challenges at Ninja Warrior in Chatham.  These              

excursions are just one way we acknowledge the hard work and dedication of our 

students. 

In addition to the rewards trips, we are eagerly anticipating our annual Prize Giving 

event. This event is a cornerstone of our school calendar, allowing departments to 

recognise and celebrate the exceptional work of specific students in their subjects. 

Alongside subject-specific awards, we also have special categories such as          

Contribution to the School Community, the Personal Development Award, and the 

prestigious Pupil of the Year Award.  A new award we are distributing this year is the 

Peer Award where students have the opportunity to nominate one another in a    

Players’ Player style award! 

Promoting excellence at The Howard School is an honour of mine as Rewards Lead 

and our fantastic rewards scheme plays a crucial role in this mission.  Through our    

system of House Points and Golden Tickets, we encourage students to strive for their 

best every day.  It is incredibly rewarding to see our students work hard, achieve their 

goals, and receive the recognition that they deserve. 

If you have anything that you believe worthy of recognition and celebration involving 

any of our students, please don’t hesitate to get into contact with myself 

(knightsj@thehowardschool.co.uk) or Mr Hillier (hillier@thehowardschool.co.uk). 

Thank you for your continued support, and I look forward to sharing more updates 

with you in future editions of our newsletter. Mr Knights 
Rewards Lead 



 

In the heart of our school, "The Base" serves as a nurturing haven 

where myself (Mrs Lea), Mrs. Coleman, and Miss Rotherham col-

laborate as a dedicated team.  

We provide a variety of interventions designed to support and 

enhance the educational experience of our students.  For       

literacy intervention, we utilise the ReadingWise computer    

program, which is specifically designed to bolster reading skills.  

Additionally, we employ The Literacy Box multiple-choice cards 

to aid in comprehension, ensuring that students can engage 

with texts in a meaningful way.  Our numeracy catch-up         

intervention for Year 7 is supported by the White Rose             

programme, which offers targeted support to help students 

grasp essential mathematical concepts.  This structured          

approach ensures that every student has the opportunity to 

achieve their full potential in numeracy.  Handwriting               

intervention is another key area we focus on, providing students 

with the guidance and practice they need to develop clear 

and confident writing skills.  For students for whom English is an 

additional language (EAL), we offer tailored support through 

the Flash Academy computer program, as well as through     

dictation and conversation practice.  These interventions help 

our EAL students improve their language proficiency and         

integrate more fully into the school community.  

The Base also serves as a safe and accommodating space for 

injured students who need to stay in school while on crutches. 

This ensures that they can continue their education with minimal 

disruption despite their physical limitations.  Additionally, we    

offer 1:1 interventions for emotional regulation, providing       

personalised support to help students manage their emotions 

and develop resilience.  In The Base, we are committed to     

creating a supportive and inclusive environment where every 

student can thrive academically, socially, and emotionally. 







Year 9 Football Vs Rainham Mark 

A huge well done and good luck to the following boys 

in Year 8 who have been nominated for Kent School 

Football trials: JC, LO, FE, CW and MM. These           

nominations have been based on their continued     

impressive performances for the school this year. We 

wish them all the best! 

The Howard Impress at High Halstow Return 

The Howard Year 7s returned to High         

Halstow in the SSG soft ball cricket            

tournament intent on claiming 1st prize.  The 

boys performed superbly winning 4/6 games 

beating upcoming opponents in Leigh 

Academy Rainham, Strood Academy, 

Rochester Grammar and The Victory     

Academy.  Narrow early losses to Holcombe 

Grammar and Hundred of Hoo provided good lessons to the boys who grew in 

strength from their mistakes.  With the help of other results, The  Howard took 2nd 

place to a once again impressive Hundred of Hoo 

who The Howard had pushed close in their game 

with notable positive feedback from spectators 

and staff members on the boys’ performances as 

well as their conduct on and off the pitch.  

Many stand out performances were noted with GS 

behind the stumps, ZB and WS with some solid line 

and length bowling, AW strength with bat and ball 

once again.  However, Player of 

the day went to CR for some tight bowling, impressive all 

round batting and LOTS of positive and funny chat in the 

field. 

Gold! 

LC became Kent Schools 400m Champion on the weekend, 

competing at the Kent Schools Athletics.  With an impressive 

time of 51.62, LC clinched victory 

by only 7 hundredths of a second. 

LC will be looking to repeat this 

success in the upcoming Kent 

school district athletics at Medway 

Park.  



 

Howard lose bragging rights in       

Rainham clash 

HOWARD AVENGERS ASSEMBLE TO AWAY DAY WIN 

4th time was the charm as the weather finally      

allowed The Howard to play their 1st full 20/20 hard 

ball game of the “summer”. The Howard bowled 

first and were met with some strong batting from 

the first 4 batters of Leigh Academy Rainham.  The 

Howard responded with strong bowling pulling the 

score back to 66-4 after 12 overs.  Some sketchy fielding and sloppy bowling in 

the final overs marred a brilliant bowling performances of ZK who took 4 wickets 

off 4 overs for 14 runs and WE’s 4 overs 2 wickets for 15 runs.  Leigh Academy     

finishing their innings on 112 after 20 overs. 

The Howard opened up with experience but quickly lost both openers in the first 

2 overs.  The rebuild was left to JS and JS who put on a solid partnership of 44    

before the impressive JS fell for 28. JS batted the final 18 overs scoring a steady 

25 forming an impressive partnerships with ZP and JH. 

The Howard took the game to the final bowling finishing 

the game on 89 off 20 overs losing by 23 runs.  A lethargic 

day in the field and some left to be desired batting    

overshadowed good batting performances by JS and JS 

along with BP who stepped in to Wicket Keep superbly. 

The Howard Year 7s travelled to Holcombe Grammar looking to avenge their 

SSG tournament loss to the Chatham based school despite finishing 2nd overall. 

The boys were put into bat first after winning the toss for this a softball game.  

The top order struggled to add to the scoreboard despite a solid defence losing 

few wickets in the process.  A late flurry from ZB with some extravagant shots for 

4 was the pick of the batting with Holcombe’s bowling making scoring runs    

difficult for the Howard side, who finished their innings on 68. 

The Howard took to the field and despite some loose balls the bowling was 

strong from each Howard player with LE and HA both claiming 2 wickets each. 

A shoutout to GS for some fine wicket keeping AGAIN 

with an impressive catch behind the stumps.  Some 

improved fielding as the game closed saw The       

Howard take the game winning by 15 runs. Player of 

the day: WS  for good work with bat and ball.  



SSG District Athletics 

On Thursday 20th June The Howard School took stu-

dents from year 7-9 to take part in the SSG District Ath-

letics tournament at Medway Park.  Students were 

tasked to take part in a maximum of one field event 

and one track event.  During the track events there 

was some extraordinary athletes who succeeded very 

well in their events with CD (year7) winning bronze in 

the 800m race, LK (year 

8) winning silver in the final of the 100m sprint race 

after winning his first heat to secure his final spot, FE 

(year 7)  went onto win the silver medal in the final 

of the 200m race and finally MS (year 9) winning 

the ultimate reward of winning his heat and then 

also securing the gold medal in the final of the 

300m race.  

The year 8 students, Divine, Michael, Lennon and 

Oliver also were able to come together as a team 

and win the bronze medal for the 4 x100m relay.   

Moving onto the field events the boys had to 

adapt very quickly 

to some events they may have never done before 

such as the long jump and discus.  The year 7 led a 

great start in the field events with a bronze medal 

for EA in the long jump and OG winning silver in 

the javelin.  The students thoroughly enjoyed the 

day and learned great new skills of teamwork and 

determination.  All students set great standards for 

themselves and for The Howard school making us 

all very proud! 



 



With a HUGE thank you to OXDEN FLOORS LTD., our year 11 students are in with a 

chance of winning a 50" LG Ultra HD smart TV at the Golden Ticket  raffle at the 

end of the year! 

All they need to do to win this amazing prize donated by Oxden Floors Ltd. is earn 

Golden Tickets in their lessons, put half of it in their House's box in main reception 

and put the other half in their Year 11 LG TV box in main reception! 

The draw will take place in their year 11 leavers' assembly in term 6!  Good luck to 

you all and once again, a huge thank you to Oxden Floors Ltd for their very      

generous donation! 

http://oxden-floors.co.uk/ - Professional suppliers and installers of high quality   

flooring. 

 

Oxden Floors Ltd are one of the UK’s leading contract flooring specialists. Their 

rich near-40 year history brings a high level of professionalism, service and    

technical ability to every project they are involved with, and they are well      

respected within the industry. 

They can supply and install an extensive range of high quality floor coverings for 

Industrial and Commercial applications. Their friendly, competent flooring team 

can offer advice and assistance to ensure the correct floor covering is used in 

the environment in which it is to be laid. 

Family values are core to their profes-

sional team, and this is reflected in the 

service they provide. They       

always go the extra mile to     

ensure customers' flooring     

project is delivered and installed 

on time. Every time. 





The Anchorians Association was created on Boxing Day 1926 as the old boys’        

association (the ‘Old Anchorians’) of the County Grammar School, later to become  

Gillingham Grammar School.  It merged in 1975 with Rainham Boys’ Secondary School, 

to create The Howard School.  The new School’s Board of Governors approved the 

adoption of the Anchorians Association as a ‘ready-made’ Old Boys’ organisation and 

as The Howard approaches its 50th anniversary next year, it is pleasing that the            

relationship between the School and Anchorians remains in place. 

To mark the Anchs’ centenary, Nigel Fray, the Association’s Honorary Secretary (a      

former Governor of the Howard and a former pupil of both the Grammar and Howard 

Schools) is writing a book detailing its history from 1926 to the present day.  An important 

chapter will be to commemorate those 65 Old Anchorians who gave their lives in World 

War II in the service of their country. 

With the help of the Mr Clarke and the students from the School’s History Department, 

we have been undertaking a research project to gather as much information as        

possible about those OAs who are honoured on the War Memorial.  The Memorial was, 

from its commemoration in 1949, originally located at the Grammar School, in Third     

Avenue, but since 1975, has proudly hung in the Association’s Darland Avenue        

Clubhouse. 

The Association’s archives reveal that many of those who are honoured on its War    

Memorial (pictured) were killed in action, but little, if any more information than that   

exists in the Association’s records.  Other sources of information, such as the              

Commonwealth War Graves Commission have helped us to determine in which of HM 

Forces (or civilian services) they served and for many, the circumstances of their         

demise.  However, information gaps remain or that which we do have is patchy.  It has 

occurred to us, therefore, that perhaps many of the families whose sons and daughters 

currently attend the Howard are descended from these 65 OAs and may have           

information to add to our research. Their names are on the next page. 

I should be grateful if information would 

be sent either to Mr Clarke 

(clarket@thehowardschool.co.uk) and/or 

to Nigel Fray at nigelfray@aol.com or by 

post to: The Hon. Secretary, The              

Anchorians Association, The Clubhouse, 

Darland Avenue, Gillingham ME7 3AN. 

Thank you for your help. 
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This week our Year 12 Forensics students had the        

exciting opportunity to apply their classroom learning 

to a real-world scenario during a meticulously planned 

mock crime scene exercise. Dressed in full personal 

protective equipment (PPE), the students stepped into 

the roles of crime scene investigators, ready to put their 

skills and knowledge to the test.  

The mock crime scene, set up with a high level of     

detail, challenged the students to examine various 

pieces of evidence, sample potential clues, and work together to piece 

together the events that transpired. Utilising 

techniques learned throughout the year, the 

students lifted fingerprints, bagged evidence, 

took samples of unknown powders and        

liquids, and carefully documented a large 

sum of money that may have motivated the 

crime. Additionally, they applied blood     

spatter examination and trace evidence    

collection methods, showcasing their       

comprehensive forensic 

training.  

Through this hands-on experience, the students not 

only reinforced their understanding of forensic        

principles but also gained valuable insight into the 

meticulous and methodical nature of crime scene   

investigation. This 

practical exercise 

will undoubtedly  

enhance the i r       

forensic capabilities and ignite a deep-

er passion for the field. We look   

forward to seeing their continued 

growth and success in future       

investigations. 





 

 

Have a concern  
about a student? 

Need some help or advice?  People you can talk to: 

Pastoral Manager 

Ms. McComas 

Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Deputy Head Teacher 

Mr. Green 

Safeguarding Lead 

Assistant Head Teacher SENCo 

Mrs. Deakin 

Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Senior Head of Year  

Ms. Ali 

Safeguarding Officer 

 

Mrs. Parish 

Safeguarding Officer 

Senior Head of Year  

Mr. Longe 

Safeguarding Officer 

Visitors: please email greens@thehowardschool.co.uk 

Howard School Staff: report on our internal reporting system 

Students: contact any member of the safeguarding team 

01634 388765 | www.thehoward-that.org.uk | office@thehowardschool.co.uk 

Have a concern you would like to raise or discuss? 



 

Mr. J Johal - Head of School 

johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk 

 

Mr. J Knights - Rewards Lead 

knightsj@thehowardschool.co.uk 

 

 


