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The exam season well and truly got underway this week with the whole Year 11 cohort taking
their first set of Science exams.

| am really pleased to say that the Year 11 students were an absolute credit to themselves and to

their parents and carers. It has been a really positive start to the exams. The school has put
together pre exam booster revision sessions before each exam taught by subject specialist
teachers. These sessions start at 7.45 am and attendance of students is very high which is

pleasing to see as we know the students who attend these do get better grades. Whilst waiting

to enter the exam halls there was a positive feel emanating around the year 11 group with many
students taking a last look at their revision notes and flash  cards. Their behaviour and attitude
when entering the exams was impeccable. I would like to use this opportunity to say a huge

thank you to the staff at the school for giving up so much of their time for pre, afterschool,

weekend and holiday extra revision booster sessions.

The pastoral and leadership  team have worked hard in partnership with parents to support some
of our more vulnerable Year 11 students to ensure that they remained engaged with their
education. The impact of this was wonderful to see when every single year 11 student came to
school and sat their exam.

Attendance at school is crucial if students are to fully achieve their potential and the Pastoral

and Leadership team will go above and beyond to ensure every Year 11 student attends every
exam that they are supposed to sit, including driving out and picking less -reluctant Year 11
students up from their home.

Whilst we continue to work closely with our Year 11s and 13s, our attention is also beginning to
shift and look more closely at our year 10 students. They very soon will be sitting their Year 10
GCSE English Literature exam. We have a hugely successful track record of securing Outstanding
exam outcomes in this GCSE and although nerve -racking for the Year 10s, it gives them a very
good insight into what is to come in Year 11. We wish them good fortune for this and a thank
you to Year 10 parents and carers in supporting their children in preparation for this.

As you know The Howard School boasts an excellent track record in exam outcomes and our
GCSE progress measures place us in the 'Outstanding’ category for this. The Howard School is in
a very good place and the key indicators are very strong.

8§ Attendance of our students is above the national average

8 The Behaviour and Attitudes of our students  is excellent
8 The school culture and climate is welcoming and positive
8

The progress students make at the school is 'Outstanding’ including those students with
SEND

8 Staffing is very stable allowing strong and positive relationships to develop between
students, staff and parents

However | also believe that we can get even better. | believe that if you stand still you go
backwards. We are an 'Outward Facing School' and as part of our journey to contiue improving
we have been visiting and studying the work of some of the highest performing schools in the

country. Along with our own ideas this research will be used to inform our School Improvement
Planning for next year. We have lots of exciting ideas to implement and | will share these with

parents and carers before the end of the academic year. M .J h I
Our core belief is that striving for the  'Highest Standards leads to rJona

Hi gh Achievement d Headteacher
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Year 13 Criminology students have been creating their own revision games
in preparation for their exam in June. Creations have been based on well
known family games such as Monopoly, The 5 Second game, Snakes and
Ladders and even ITV's The Chase. It has been great to hear lots of
laughter and encouragement as everyone plays each other's games but
also great to see everyone participating in active revision!

=

This week we gathered for a heart -
warming Good Luck Assembly to wish
our incredible Year 11 students all the
‘very best as they embark on their
public examinations journey. Wishing
each of them well as they showcase
their hard work and dedication.
You've got this, Year 11!




Term 5 is always an exciting time
for our Year 7 and Year 8

students in English and this year,
thatds certainly
exception. This term, our Year 7
students have had the

opportunity to explore and

analyse a range of First World

War poems and our Year 8 students have been getting stuck in

di scussing a range of topics in the ¢
pleased to give all of our KS3 students the opportunity to enter two

Young Writers competitions (Mission Catastrophe and Through their

Eyes). | know that all of the English Department have been impressed by

our Year 7 and Year 8 studentsodo ent hi
of the entries were. In fact, on Thursday, we were thrilled to hear that

Young Writers will be publishing all 25 of the entries that The Howard

School submitted as part of the Mission Catastrophe competition and

we cand6t wait to 8ietedd heeret gpirninygt ead t e
how hardworking and talented our students are!




<camfil Clean Air For All

Camfil manufacture a wide range of ventilation and dust extraction filters
designed to improve the air quality in all internal environments, for people,
equipment, and the environment. We believe clean air is a human right,
and all people should be entitled to breathe clean air and enjoy the health
benefits that can bring, as well as ensuring damage to the environment
from poor air quality is limited.

Camfil are proud to sponsor schools as part of our mission to improve the
air quality for future generations.

www.camfil.com
Camfil Ltd, 21A Bailey Drive, Bailey Court, Gillingham Business Park, Gillingham, MES OPZ

01634 775400



. In Year 7, students
Y have dived into the
_ fascinating world of
forces, exploring
how objects
' interact with each

other and their
environments. They have explored fundamental concepts such as gravity, friction,
and acceleration, gaining a deeper understanding of how objects interact with
each other and their surroundings. Through engaging experiments and hands -on
activities, students learn about Isaac Newton's laws of motion, discovering how
these laws govern the behaviour of objects. They have
discovered that objects resist changes in their state of motion
unless acted upon by an external force. They explore the
relationship between force, mass, and acceleration, applying
mathematical formulae to predict and analyse motion.
Moreover, students explore the concept of action and
reaction, discovering that every action has an equal and
opposite reaction. Year 7s also explore different types of
forces, including contact forces such as tension and air
resistance, as well as non -contact forces such as magnetic
and gravitational forces. This foundational knowledge of forces sets the stage for
deeper studies in physics and engineering, preparing students for future scientific
exploration and discovery.

In Year 8, the curriculum shifts to the study of metals and their diverse uses and
properties. Students explore the characteristics of different metals i such as
conductivity, malleability, and strength A and investigate how these properties
influence their practical applications. They learn about common metal alloys and
how they are engineered to enhance specific properties, meeting the demands
of various industries and technologies. Year 8 students also delve into the
extraction of metals from ores, tracing the processes involved in refining raw
materials into valuable metals used in construction, manufacturing, and beyond.
Hands -on activities, such as conducting heat and electrical conductivity tests or
examining metal
structures under stress,
deepen students'
comprehension of the
physical and chemical
behaviour of metallic
elements and the vital
role metals play in 5
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In arecent Year 7 art lesson, students embarked on
an out -of -this-world journey into mark making, guided
by our talented art teachers. The task? To create their
own unique extraterrestrial beings, covering each
section with textual mark making for a truly
otherworldly effect!

Students were introduced to the captivating concept
of mark making, learning how different techniques
can convey emotions, textures, and visual interest in
art. Armed with an array of mark making tools and
materials, from pencils to paints, they eagerly delved
into experimentation.

Throughout the lesson, students explored the
intricacies of mark making, discovering how varying
pressures and materials could produce an astonishing
range of effects.

Guided by their imaginations, students adorned their
alien creations with a rich tapestry of marks, each
section telling its own unique story. With newfound
knowledge in hand, they set to work, applying their
skills to bring their extra -terrestrial visions to life on
paper.

The resulting artworks were nothing short of
extraordinary, showcasing the
boundless creativity and
ingenuity of our students.
Through this engaging and
immersive experience, they not
only honed their technical skills
but also gained a deeper ap-
preciation for the power of
mark making in art!




This term, our students are taking part

i n t BBV rKDAW <R XoaseH -

Events. This House Event is inspired by

| TVds O6Catchphrased consisting of
famous clips of Mr Chips, dingbats,

anagrams and some quick maths!

Students take part by representing their
House while competing against other
students in rival Houses in front of their
entire year group! Students compete
to answer as many questions they can
in an allotted amount of time with the
ability to pass.

Students have demonstrated their
excellent skills in remaining calm and
composed under pressure, thinking on
their feet and working fantastically as a
team.

Next termbdbs whole year group House
EventRemesmberdt! 5, a memory

based quiz that will once again pit

Houses against each other!




