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The exam season well and truly got underway this week with the whole Year 11 cohort taking
their first set of Science exams.

| am really pleased to say that the Year 11 students were an absolute credit to themselves and to
their parents and carers. It has been a really positive start to the exams. The school has put
together pre exam booster revision sessions before each exam taught by subject specialist
teachers. These sessions start at 7.45 am and afttendance of students is very high which is
pleasing to see as we know the students who attend these do get better grades. Whilst waiting
to enter the exam halls there was a positive feel emanating around the year 11 group with many
students taking a last look at their revision notes and flash cards. Their behaviour and attitude
when entering the exams was impeccable. | would like to use this opportunity to say a huge
thank you to the staff at the school for giving up so much of their time for pre, afterschool,
weekend and holiday extra revision booster sessions.

The pastoral and leadership team have worked hard in partnership with parents to support some
of our more vulnerable Year 11 students to ensure that they remained engaged with their
education. The impact of this was wonderful to see when every single year 11 student came to
school and sat their exam.

Attendance at school is crucial if students are to fully achieve their potential and the Pastoral
and Leadership team will go above and beyond to ensure every Year 11 student attends every
exam that they are supposed to sit, including driving out and picking less-reluctant Year 11
students up from their home.

Whilst we continue to work closely with our Year 11s and 13s, our attention is also beginning to
shift and look more closely at our year 10 students. They very soon will be sitting their Year 10
GCSE English Literature exam. We have a hugely successful track record of securing Outstanding
exam outcomes in this GCSE and although nerve-racking for the Year 10s, it gives them a very
good insight into what is fo come in Year 11. We wish them good fortune for this and a thank
you to Year 10 parents and carers in supporting their children in preparation for this.

As you know The Howard School boasts an excellent tfrack record in exam outcomes and our
GCSE progress measures place us in the 'Outstanding' category for this. The Howard School is in
a very good place and the key indicators are very strong.

. Attendance of our students is above the national average
. The Behaviour and Attitudes of our students is excellent
. The school culture and climate is welcoming and positive

. The progress students make at the school is 'Outstanding' including those students with
SEND

. Staffing is very stable allowing strong and positive relationships to develop between
students, staff and parents

However | also believe that we can get even better. | believe that if you stand still you go
backwards. We are an 'Outward Facing School' and as part of our journey to contiue improving
we have been visiting and studying the work of some of the highest performing schools in the
country. Along with our own ideas this research will be used to inform our School Improvement
Planning for next year. We have lots of exciting ideas to implement and | will share these with

parents and carers before the end of the academic year. M J h I
Our core belief is that striving for the 'Highest Standards leads to rJond

High Achievement'. Headteacher
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Year 13 Criminology students have been creating their own revision games
in preparation for their exam in June. Creations have been based on well
known family games such as Monopoly, The 5 Second game, Snakes and
Ladders and even ITV's The Chase. It has been great to hear lots of
laughter and encouragement as everyone plays each other's games but
also great to see everyone participating in active revision!

This week we gathered for a heart-

warming Good Luck Assembly to wish

our incredible Year 11 students all the
‘very best as they embark on their
public examinations journey. Wishing
each of them well as they showcase
their hard work and dedication.
You've got this, Year 11!




Term 5 is always an exciting time
forour Year 7 and Year 8
students in English and this year,
that's certainly proving to be no
exception. This term, our Year 7
students have had the
opportunity to explore and
analyse a range of First World
War poems and our Year 8 students have been getting stuck in
discussing a range of topics in the sporting world! We've also been
pleased to give all of our KS3 students the opportunity to enter two
Young Writers competitions (Mission Catastrophe and Through their
Eyes). | know that all of the English Department have been impressed by
our Year 7 and Year 8 students’ enthusiasm and just how creative many
of the entries were. In fact, on Thursday, we were thrilled to hear that
Young Writers will be publishing all 25 of the entries that The Howard
School submitted as part of the Mission Catastrophe competition and
we can't wait to see these printed — it's certainly a testament to just
how hardworking and talented our students are!




<camfil Clean Air For All

Camfil manufacture a wide range of ventilation and dust extraction filters
designed to improve the air quality in all internal environments, for people,
equipment, and the environment. We believe clean air is a human right,
and all people should be entitled to breathe clean air and enjoy the health
benefits that can bring, as well as ensuring damage to the environment
from poor air quality is limited.

Camfil are proud to sponsor schools as part of our mission to improve the
air quality for future generations.

www.camfil.com
Camfil Ltd, 21A Bailey Drive, Bailey Court, Gillingham Business Park, Gillingham, MES OPZ

01634 775400



. In Year 7, students
Y have dived into the
_ fascinating world of
forces, exploring
how objects
' interact with each

other and their
environments. They have explored fundamental concepts such as gravity, friction,
and acceleration, gaining a deeper understanding of how objects interact with
each other and their surroundings. Through engaging experiments and hands-on
activities, students learn about Isaac Newton's laws of motion, discovering how
these laws govern the behaviour of objects. They have
discovered that objects resist changes in their state of motion
unless acted upon by an external force. They explore the
relationship between force, mass, and acceleration, applying
mathematical formulae to predict and analyse motion.
Moreover, students explore the concept of action and
reaction, discovering that every action has an equal and
opposite reaction. Year 7s also explore different types of
forces, including contact forces such as tension and air
resistance, as well as non-contact forces such as magnetic
and gravitational forces. This foundational knowledge of forces sets the stage for
deeper studies in physics and engineering, preparing students for future scientific
exploration and discovery.

In Year 8, the curriculum shifts to the study of metals and their diverse uses and
properties. Students explore the characteristics of different metals—such as
conductivity, malleability, and strength—and investigate how these properties
influence their practical applications. They learn about common metal alloys and
how they are engineered to enhance specific properties, meeting the demands
of various industries and technologies. Year 8 students also delve into the
extraction of metals from ores, tracing the processes involved in refining raw
materials into valuable metals used in construction, manufacturing, and beyond.
Hands-on activities, such as conducting heat and electrical conductivity tests or
examining metal
structures under stress,
deepen students'
comprehension of the
physical and chemical
behaviour of metallic
elements and the vital
role metals play in
Q shaping modern
Q d; society's techno- Lanthanides

logical landscape. Actnides

Group
Period

-

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 14 15 16 17

Non IVIetaIs.
: TIIIE

13 14 15

1

2

3

CI Ar

31 33 34 35 36
Ga Ge Se Br Kr
53 54
Xe

84 85 86
At Rn
116 [ 117
Lv Uus || Uuo

B
oo w0 ow [
D @|lmw w N =]




In arecent Year 7 art lesson, students embarked on
an out-of-this-world journey into mark making, guided
by our talented art teachers. The taske To create their
own unique extraterrestrial beings, covering each
section with textual mark making for a truly
otherworldly effect!

Students were infroduced to the captivating concept
of mark making, learning how different techniques
can convey emotions, textures, and visual interest in
art. Armed with an array of mark making tools and
materials, from pencils to paints, they eagerly delved
into experimentation.

Throughout the lesson, students explored the
intfricacies of mark making, discovering how varying
pressures and materials could produce an astonishing
range of effects.

Guided by their imaginations, students adorned their
alien creations with a rich tapestry of marks, each
section telling its own unique story. With newfound
knowledge in hand, they set to work, applying their
skills to bring their extra-terrestrial visions to life on

paper.

The resulting artworks were nothing short of
extraordinary, showcasing the
boundless creativity and
ingenuity of our students.
Through this engaging and
immersive experience, they not
only honed their technical skills
but also gained a deeper ap-
preciation for the power of
mark making in art!




This term, our students are taking part
in their ‘Say What You See’ House
Events. This House Event is inspired by
ITV's ‘Catchphrase’ consisting of
famous clips of Mr Chips, dingbats,
anagrams and some quick maths!

Students take part by representing their
House while competing against other
students in rival Houses in front of their
entire year group! Students compete
to answer as many questions they can
in an allotted amount of time with the
ability to pass.

Students have demonstrated their
excellent skills in remaining calm and
composed under pressure, thinking on
their feet and working fantastically as a
team.

Next term’s whole year group House
Eventis ‘Remember If!’, a memory-

based quiz that will once again pit
Houses against each other!
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Less Stress Guide to Exams

Wednesday 20th March

5-6pm

Are you currently experiencing difficulties with
exam stress? Would you like to learn more about
what anxiety is and how to best to prepare for
exams?

You are invited to a workshop exam stress. It will help
you to understand what causes anxiety. We will also

discuss techniques that you can use to overcome
anxiety for exams and coursework.

If you would like to join, please let your school know
and they will send you the Microsoft Teams link.

You do not need an account to join. You will need
access to the internet. If you have any questions,
please speak with your school. a

2 We look forward to meeting you! S )
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We are now just a few days away from the first English
Literature exam.

Our Year 10s are revising furiously in preparation for the first paper at 2am on
Monday 13th May. Pupils will be tested on their knowledge of
Shakespeare's 'Macbeth' and a theme from the Poetry Anthology.

For anyone who maybe needs an extra helping hand, a reminder of the
revision resources available is below:

= Exercise books — both current and completed

= Copies of the examination texts: Macbeth,
a green Poetry Anthology, A Christmas
Carol OR Jekyll and Hyde (class depend-
ant) and Lord of the Flies

= Revision guides

= Knowledge Organisers

= Resources on Google Classroom including
copies of the films, past lessons and past exam papers

= Free access to the PixlLit App - logins are available from either their
English teacher or the Head of Department (Miss Martin) if needed

= Work booklets and a revision fimetable are also available on the
Howard school website: https://www.thehoward-that.org.uk/letters

M ACBETH‘”

i ovms s by William Shakespeare e s =g




YEAR 11
GOLDEN TICKET
PRIZE DRAW!

N

floors

With a HUGE thank you to OXDEN FLOORS LTD., our year 11 students are in with a
chance of winning a 50" LG Ultra HD smart TV at the Golden Ticket raffle at the
end of the year!

All they need to do to win this amazing prize donated by Oxden Floors Ltd. is earn
Golden Tickets in their lessons, put half of it in their House's box in main reception
and put the other half in their Year 11 LG TV box in main reception!

The draw will take place in their year 11 leavers' assembly in term 6! Good luck to
you all and once again, a huge thank you to Oxden Floors Ltd for their very
generous donation!

hitp://oxden-floors.co.uk/ - Professional suppliers and installers of high quality
flooring.

Oxden Floors Ltd are one of the UK’s leading contract flooring specialists. Their
rich near-40 year history brings a high level of professionalism, service and tech-
nical ability to every project they are involved with, and they are well respect-
ed within the industry.

They can supply and install an extensive range of high quality floor coverings for
Industrial and Commercial applications. Their friendly, competent flooring team
can offer advice and assistance to ensure the correct floor covering is used in
the environment in which it is to be laid.

Family values are core to their profes-

- : ~ sional team, and this is reflected in the

service they provide. They always go

oxden i ICI (7] “&= the exfra mile to ensure customers'

L / M | T B p flooring project is delivered and in-
Industrial and Commercial Flooring Specialists stalled on time. Every time.
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the conlidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online salety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.,
For lurther guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

10 Top Tips for Parents and Educators

MANAGING EXAM STRESS

At some point in their education, children are almost certain to encounter exam stress, which can cast a shadow over
their mental, emotional and physical wellbeing. Mental health charity YoungMinds estimate that a staggering 87% of
pupils suffer from exam stress = highlighting the urgent need to minimise its impact on children’s health and happiness.

A
~~—

1 PRACTISE WORKLOAD / i y P N ¢ CATHER A

WISDOM oh T ‘TECH TOOLKIT'

The build up to exam season is such a busy Technology can be a huge advantage in

and pressurised time in a child's education that exam prep. Educational YouTube channels

it can be difficult for youngsters to avoid feeling and revision websites like BEC Bitesize can be
overwhelmed. Encourage them to consider immensely powerful resources for helping
whether their current workload is realistic and children to expand and retain their knowledge,
allows them sufficient time to relax and You could also recommend the use of flashcard
recharge, Work with them in crafting a revision apps and educational pod for revision and
timetable that's manageable and includes ind| n young people are on the go.

P . |}

. KEEPIT
FUN

Revision tends to go far more smoothly If

breoks and occasional days off,

» ADVISE CLEARING
THE CLUTTER

A disorganised work envi isp 1 to chiidren are having fun In the process. Injecting
nogctlvely effect our ability to locus as well as some humour Into their notes, for Instance, can
ional state. En ge children to keep make detalls more ry ble - as can {

lholr desk, notes and revision materials tidy -
creating a dedicated, well-kept study space to
promote maximum focus. Foster their creativity
by suggesting they incorporate vibrant colours,
mind mape and even quirky drawings into their
revision notes,

ra 4

5 MASTER THE
MATERIALS TOGETHER

\ Revision seems far harder when a child is
uncertain where to begin or what sources to
consult, Support them in confirming revision
materials with their various teachers -
emphasising the importance of gathering a
range of resources to get a more
comprehensive understanding of the subject,
Feeling more prepared should nurture the
child’s confidence and help to dispel some of
their anxiety.

4 RECOMMEND CREATIVE
NOTE-TAKING

Writing out notes in full - rather than simply
bullet pointing - can be a strong startto a
child’s revision. Reinforce this idea, encouraging

| the uge of flashcards (featuring shorter versions
of previously taken notes) for effective repetition
and memorisation. Discuss the power of
regularly reviewing notes to help them stay in
the child's memory.

Y o

¢ USE VISUAL AIDS
AND MNEMONICS

Encourage the use of visual aids like videos and &
sticky notes to enhance learning. Some children :
find these resources far more useful than simply -
reading their notes as written, Explore creating
mnemonics for a fun and effective study
approach - and it’s also worth noting that the
strategic use of colours is a proven means of
triggering recall during exams,

“ N\ | :
Meet Our Expert T\ P P The

Minds Ahead design and deliver the UK's only specialist postgraduate mental health \ .
qualifications. Winner of the Social Enterprise UK: ‘One to Watch' award, the charity thlond
provides training and support to education erganisations and local authorities. This
guide has been written by Adam Gillett - a learning and development specialist who is
also Associate Vice-Principal for Personal Development at Penistone Grammar School,

Information to thelr real-life ou:porlonoﬂ Try to
ge a varlety of study methods, such as

lnco ratl phyﬂccl activity (even llmpty

loldng a walk) Into their revision routine.

"V

g SUGGEST ACTIVE
REVISION STRATEGIES

“T1  Make sure children are aware of differant study
techniques. You could emphasise the
effectiveness of spaced repetition by reviewing
material regularly over time to reinforce
learning and imp retention. Di the
benelits of active recall methods - such as
self-testing or explaining a concept aloud - in
identifying where their strengths and
weaknesses lie.

. .9

o ENCOURAGE A
POSITIVE MINDSET

It can be easy for children’s thoughts to fallinto
adownward spiral when they re stressed about
oxams. Try to foster a growth mindset by
emphasising the importance of giving it their all
rather than aiming for complete perfection.
Positive self-talk and u\o use of affirmations can
buikd confid andr iety, while
visualising success and setting realistic goals
can help them stay motivated and focused.

LV, £ S

1o HELP THEM TO
SEIZE THE DAY

There are lots of things children can do on the
day of their exam to reduce stress and increase
their focus, Talk them through some helpful
exam-day strategies - such as arriving early,
reading the instructions and the questions
carefully, and pacing themselves during the
test, Suggest some relaxation techniques, such
as deep breathing or visualisation, to help them
manage any nerves before and during the
exam,

4

X @wake_up_weds n /wuw.thenationalcollege @ @wake.up.wednesday o)) @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 10.04.2024
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Have a concern
about a student?

Need some help or advice? People you can talk to:

i

)

!
i
i

:

R il L Wy
Pastoral Manager Deputy Head Teacher Assistant Head Teacher SENCo
Ms. McComas Mr. Green Mrs. Deakin
Deputy Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead Deputy Safeguarding Lead

L
)
\.'1
Senior Head of Year Senior Head of Year
Ms. Ali Mrs. Parish Mr. Longe
Safeguarding Officer Safeguarding Officer Safeguarding Officer

Have a concern you would like to raise or discuss?

Visitors: please email greens@thehowardschool.co.uk

Howard School Staff: report on our internal reporting system Q

Students: contact any member of the safeguarding team

01634 388765 | www.thehoward-that.org.uk | office@thehowardschool.co.uk




Mr. J Johal - Head of School

johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk

Mr. J Knights - Rewards Lead

knightsj@thehowardschool.co.uk
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