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Hello from the SEND Team!  

We would like to introduce ourselves and outline a little bit about how we work.   

As Assistant Headteacher, SENCO, I work alongside Mrs Greening and Mrs Franklin who 

run our AEN Office. You may be used to hearing from them regarding any matter of   

support such as Access Arrangements, referrals or progress reviews.   

I am often in lessons, observing students or looking at their work to see how they are     

accessing our inclusive curriculum. Our teachers do a great job of using models,        

scaffolds and demonstrations to support students with their learning. Not to mention 

countless prompts, repeated verbal instructions, plus lots and lots of praise and              

encouragement!  

This year we are incredibly proud of the developments that have been made to our    

intervention corridor, The Base. This year more students than ever have been supported 

with a Catch Up Programme supporting reading, numeracy and English as an Additional 

Language (EAL). Huge thanks to Ms Coleman, Miss Rotherham and Mrs Lea who have 

ensured  the progress of these students so they are back on track and accessing their full 

curriculum.   

If you would like to know more about how we work, please refer to our SEN Information 

Report which was co -produced with our parent working group last year.   

Here are some  Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)  which we hope might dispel some 

common misconceptions:   

1. Y6-7 On entry, where primary school inform us that students have had access            

arrangements for SATs, we add them to a KS3 list for staff to use at their discretion, where 

possible.   

2. Y9 students on the SEN Reg or with a diagnosis will be tested, because the JCQ         

regulations dictate that  Access arrangements allow students with specific needs, such as 

special educational needs and disabilities to access an exam.  

3. Not all students with 'need' require access arrangements - there must be evidence 

from teachers that it is used as their normal way of working.   

4. Additional needs alone, do not entitle a student to access arrangements, including 

private diagnoses. Primary school evidence is deemed out of date by GCSE                  

applications.   

5. Specialists such as health professionals, may recommend access arrangements but 

they are NOT responsible for JCQ applications and therefore they are not able to award 

access arrangements.   

6. The access arrangements must be completed by the March of Y10 and we will write 

home to inform you of any entitlements.   

Ms Deakin  
Assistant Headteacher  



We are delighted to share the exciting news that our Year 7 students had a stellar experience during the 

recent Astrodome event, organised in collaboration with physics experts from the University of Kent. This 

captivating event took our young scientists on a cosmic journey, exploring the wonders of the universe 

through a state -of -the -art projection inside the Astrodome!  

Seventy -five Year 7 students were immersed in a captivating presentation, diving into the mysteries of 

stars, black holes, and exoplanets. The highlight of the event was the opportunity for our curious minds to 

interact with Ph.D. and undergraduate physics experts, who patiently answered questions, providing    

valuable insights into the vastness of our universe.  

This enthralling encounter sets the stage for the upcoming Science Fair, which all Year 7 students will    

participate in during their science lessons in the final two weeks of this term.  Motivated by the insights 

gained from the Astrodome event, students will demonstrate their creativity by crafting and constructing 

models of space shuttles, probes, or rovers.  

Astrodome will be returning on the 26th February to allow even more year 7 students to delve into this   

experience.  



For the past 2 Fridays thirty year 8 students were   

selected to take part in a circuit physics workshop 

hosted by STEM ambassadors from the University of 

Kent.  The activities ranged from using their 

knowledge of electricity to build a circuit for an  

operation game.  They then had to examine what 

thinking scientifically meant and when the students 

think scientifically outside of the classroom.  The 

next task was to make connections between words 

that may seem unrelated.  Lastly they finished the 

day with a problem solving task where they had to 

use all of their senses to try and replicate the inner 

workings of a gizmo without being able to see the 

inside.   

Also in STEM club this week, after school we used 

the     fantastic resources provided to us by our 

friends at the University of Kent to get our year 7 

and 8 students building their own games including 

Operation and a wire loop game!  







òFor the last two weeks, ADT students have been            

completing their exams for Fine Art, Photography and 3DD 

design for GCSE.  There has been some marvellous work 

produced!  Students' concentration and focus was         

fantastic as this was a 10 -hour exam spread over two days.  

Students should be congratulated on their mature            

approach.  Unfortunately, we cannot share photographs 

at the moment. Well done boys, you should be proud of 

your achievements!ó 

Miss Bassant, Head of Department  

This week, our students have had presentations from Network Rail about 

Rail Safety.  We received this email from the member of staff from       

Network Rail that delivered the assemblies:  

"I have been doing this job for over ten years and have lost count of how 

many secondary schools I have visited but I have to say your school has 

topped every one I have ever visited. Your teachers all welcomed me; 

every time a teacher passed me, they said good morning.  I was made 

to feel very welcome and all your   students from year 7 upwards were 

respectful and fully engaged throughout my presentation.  I was           

impressed with how they all came in and left the             

assembly hall. All your teachers should be very proud of 

the work they do and the learning environment they    

create ." 


