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Welcome to this week's newsletter.  

I'm Jai Deakin, Assistant Headteacher, SENCo 

and I'm delighted to share our wonderful     

morning reading group which takes place with 

sixth form volunteers and our Year 7s.  

This year's Y12 have given up their own time to 

attend training and consistently commit, twice 

weekly, to support the decoding, fluency,        

vocabulary and comprehension alongside a 

hardworking group of our youngest students.  

A special mention to Noah, a Year 13 student here at The Howard who also           

supported this valuable intervention last year. When asked what made him continue 

for a second year, he said - "I remember struggling when I was younger and so I want 

to help these students feel more confident with their reading".  

 

For any parents who wish to continue to promote the importance of reading at 

home, I would advise that the most valuable thing you can do is curiously quiz your 

child about what they have learnt, what did they enjoy about that page or were 

there any hidden meanings (inference)?  

 

This is because most of our students are able to read. Their downfall however, can be 

reading for meaning. Can they recall key events, infer and understand, do they      

Interpret punctuation and how that can change the emphasis of certain words?  

 

I'm incredibly proud of these students and their application to these sessions. I am ex-

cited to watch their progress across this term.  

Ms Deakin 
Assistant Headteacher 



 





 

We are delighted to share the exciting news that our Year 7 students had a stellar experience 
during the recent Astrodome event, organised in collaboration with physics experts from the 
University of Kent. This captivating event took our young scientists on a cosmic journey, explor-
ing the wonders of the universe through a state-of-the-art projection inside the Astrodome! 

Seventy-five Year 7 students were immersed in a captivating presentation, diving into the    
mysteries of stars, black holes, and exoplanets. The highlight of the event was the opportunity 
for our curious minds to interact with Ph.D. and undergraduate physics experts, who patiently    
answered questions, providing valuable insights into the vastness of our universe. 

This enthralling encounter sets the stage for the upcoming Science Fair, which all Year 7        
students will participate in during their science lessons in the final two weeks of this term.         
Motivated by the insights gained from the Astrodome event, students will demonstrate their 
creativity by crafting and constructing models of space shuttles, probes, or rovers. 

Astrodome will be returning on the 26th February to allow even more year 7 students to delve 
into this experience. 


