


Welcome to another newsletter! 

I hope you have all had a lovely couple of 

weeks back at school.   

This term, our interventions started for our        

examination classes; the attendance to these 

has been incredible.  We know from previous 

cohorts that attendance to intervention sessions 

in the lead-up to exams can play such a huge 

part in ensuring that our students achieve the 

very best results that they can.  Thank you to our 

parents and carers for their support with these 

sessions; it is greatly appreciated. 

 

This week, our extensive clubs and extra-curricular activities also went on to 

Arbor for parents and carers to sign their children up to– our staff are offering 

over 30 clubs to our students, and we are extremely grateful to our staff for 

giving up their time to run these clubs.  If you didn’t manage to sign up your 

child to a club, please do speak with the main office who will be able to sup-

port.   

This term, we have also launched the ever popular Duke of Edinburgh Award 

as well as a residential opportunity to do do some hands-on charity work for 

those less fortunate than ourselves in Kenya with our friends at Camps Inter-

national.  It has certainly been a busy couple of weeks back! 

This term is also all about Year 8 who are about to embark on their KS4 option 

choices; the process kicked-off this week with Year 8 Consultation evening 

with Year 8 Assembly and Year 8 Options Evening to follow this term as our 

Year 8 cohort make their choices from our extensive offer of 16 different sub-

jects!  

Thank you to everyone for your support with the school, and I hope you en-

joy reading this edition of the newsletter. 

Mr. Hillier 
Assistant Principal 



 

This week, Year 8 students from 8H1 have 

been busy creating incredible Holocaust 

memorial artwork, now set to be displayed 

in libraries across Medway. Their thoughtful 

and creative projects honour the memory 

of those who suffered during the Holocaust 

while sharing powerful messages of hope 

for the future. 

The students worked on three meaningful 

pieces: 

Holocaust Flames – These flames represent 

the lives lost and serve as a powerful re-

minder to never forget the past. 

A Painting of Hope – Filled with vibrant col-

ours and symbols of resilience, this artwork 

sends a message of strength, courage, 

and hope for a better tomorrow. 

Candles of Hope – These delicate candles 

light the way for a kinder and more united 

world. 

The project helped students explore the 

importance of remembering the Holo-

caust and learning from history to prevent 

such tragedies in the future. By sharing 

their artwork with the community, they 

hope to inspire others to reflect on the les-

sons of the past and think about how we 

can all work towards a future built on un-

derstanding and acceptance. 

One student said: “It felt really meaningful 

to create something that could inspire oth-

ers. We wanted our work to show hope 

and remind people about why it’s so im-

portant to be kind to one another.” 

If you’re near a library in Medway, take 

some time to see these amazing pieces on 

display. Let them inspire you to keep the 

flame of remembrance alive and work to-

wards a brighter, more compassionate fu-

ture. 

Well done to 8H1 for their creativity, hard 

work, and dedication! 



We are thrilled to announce that two 

of our fantastic Year 12 students have 

earned a place on a once-in-a-
lifetime exchange programme to      

Japan! This incredible opportunity was 

open to students across all Medway 

schools, with just four places          

available—and we are so proud that 
half of those spots went to students 

from our school! 

The exchange is a unique chance for 

our students to dive into Japanese   

culture, experience life in a completely 

different country, and represent our 

school on an international stage. From 

exploring historic landmarks and      

bustling cities to trying delicious       

Japanese food and learning about their traditions, this trip is set to be an 

unforgettable experience. 

What makes this achievement even more impressive is how competitive 

the application process was. Students had to showcase their passion, 

commitment, and ability to embrace new challenges to be considered. 

Our two successful applicants shone brightly among candidates from 

across Medway, proving that hard work, determination, and enthusiasm 

really do open doors. 

The exchange is heavily subsidised, making it even more special, as it al-

lows students to access a life-changing experience that’s truly affordable. 

We’re sure this trip will inspire our students to keep aiming high and explor-

ing all the amazing opportunities the world has to offer. 

We couldn’t be prouder of their achievement and wish them all the best 

for their upcoming adventure. Stay tuned for updates when they return—

we can’t wait to hear all about their journey and see their photos! 

Well done to both of you—you’ve made us and the school incredibly 

proud! 





 

Unleash Your Creativity: Enter the Tower Poetry Competition! 

Are you a budding poet aged 16-18? Do you have a way with words 

and love to explore creative ideas? Then the 25th Christopher Tower Po-

etry Competition is your chance to shine! 

This year’s theme is ‘Roots’. What does that mean to you? It could be 

about family, history, identity, nature, or something totally unexpected – 

it’s up to you! Let your imagination run free and see where your words 

take you. 

Here’s why you should enter: 

 Amazing Prizes: £5000 for 1st place, £3000 for 2nd, and £1500 for 3rd. 

Plus, 10 runners-up will each win £500! 

 Exciting Opportunities: The top three winners will also be invited to at-

tend the prestigious Tower Poetry Summer School, where you’ll devel-

op your skills alongside other young poets. 

 No Cost: It’s completely free to enter! 

The competition is judged anonymously by guest judges and a Christo-

pher Tower Student, so it’s all about your poetry – not your name. 

How to get started: 

1. Think about the theme ‘Roots’ and what it means to you. 

2. Write a single, original poem that expresses your ideas and creativity. 

3. Submit your entry before the deadline: 20th February 2025. 

If you’re interested, or want to find out more, see Mrs. Gower – she’s 

here to help! 

This is an amazing    

opportunity to show-

case your talent and 

represent The Howard 

School. Who knows – 

you might even bring 

home the top prize!  

Get inspired, get writ-

ing, and show the 

world your poetic 

voice. We can’t wait 

to see what you      

create! 





This week, our Year 10 students had the chance to 

become detectives for the day during an exciting 

STEM event held in the main hall. The scenario? A 

murder mystery! But don’t worry, it was all pretend. 

The challenge was simple: use forensic science and 

policing techniques to uncover who committed the 

crime. From examining fingerprints and analysing 

mysterious substances to creating casts of tyre 

tracks, the students had to piece together the      

evidence like real crime scene investigators. 

The day was filled with hands-on activities designed 

to put their problem-solving and teamwork skills to 

the test. Each group worked together to examine 

clues, brainstorm theories, and build their case. With 

every new discovery, the excitement grew as they 

got closer to identifying the “killer.” 

This immersive experience wasn’t just about solving 

a mystery – it was also about showing how STEM skills 

apply in real-world careers. By blending science, 

technology, and detective work, students got a 

taste of what it might be like to work in fields like    

forensic science, criminology, or policing. 

The event was a hit with everyone involved. Not only 

did the students learn a lot, but they also had a 

blast getting stuck into the role of detectives. Some 

even admitted they’d never realised how             

fascinating science could be until they saw it in    

action like this! 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped organise 

such an amazing day. It’s safe to say we’ve inspired 

some future scientists and investigators! 

Well done, Year 10 – you cracked the case! 





 A huge congratulations to GB, the winner of our Christmas Photography Competition! 

Your festive photo perfectly captured the magic of the season, and we are excited to 

feature it on our school’s social media and in the next newsletter. Well done! 

We’d also like to thank everyone who participated – the creativity and effort shown in 

all your entries was truly inspiring. 

Looking ahead, we’re excited to announce next month’s theme: Winter. Whether it’s 

snow-covered landscapes, frosty mornings, or cosy moments, we can’t wait to see how 

you capture the beauty of winter. Keep an eye out for more details on how to enter! 

Stay creative, and good luck to everyone! 







 

Year 7 & 8 Boys Take Gold at 

t h e  I n d o o r  A t h l e t i c s          

Competition! 

W h a t  a n  i n c r e d i b l e      

achievement! Our Year 7 & 8 

boys  absolutely dominated 

the Secondary School Indoor 

Athletics Competition last 

week, bringing home the WIN 

a f t e r  o u t s t a n d i n g                 

performances in both the 

Track and Field events. 

From the very start, our       

athletes showed what they 

were made of, giving their all 

in every race, jump, and 

throw. Their hard work,      

dedication, and team spirit 

were on full display, and it was 

clear that they had trained 

tirelessly for this moment. Whether it was speeding down the track or 

smashing personal bests in the field, each of the boys played a vital role 

in securing the win. 

While every athlete deserves a massive shoutout for their effort, we have 

to give a special mention to KW, FE, and JS, who stood out for their       

exceptional performances. They showed brilliant technique, focus, and 

determination, and were key to our success on the day. Well done, lads! 

This victory wasn’t just about the medals—it was about teamwork,  

sportsmanship, and the drive to succeed. The boys supported each   

other throughout the event, encouraging their teammates, celebrating 

every achievement, and pushing each other to do their best. 

We are so proud of all of our athletes and can’t wait to see what they 

achieve next. Keep up the amazing work, Year 7 & 8! You’ve set the bar 

high, and we’re excited to see what’s next for you all. 







 



 

Mr. J Johal - Principal 

johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk 

01634 388765 ext. 3004 


