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' 'Ms. Déakin
Assistant Principal

Happy New Year to you all!

I'd like to share with you some of our reading
interventions this term.

Year 7s have been working on decoding,
vocabulary, and comprehension using an evidence
-based programme called Reading Wise. Some
pupils have completed a round of this and moved
on to participate in morning reading sessions with
our trained sixth-form volunteers in the library. Thank
you to Year 12s and 13s who continue to give up
their time for such a valuable experience for their
younger peers.

Year 8s have been using a Literacy Box to tackle
vocabulary, grammar, and comprehension through
short stories. They, too, can access Reading Wise,
where there are biographies on offer to provide
additional opportunities to engage with wider

Year 9s have just started morning sessions to recap key comprehension strategies,
practising their memory techniques to recall important information from the text.

Our Reading Tutors deliver these interventions with precision teaching and fracking
methods to closely monitor progress. This information is used to inform how they plan
sessions and support pupils in their small groups.

Across the rest of the school, our teachers have been receiving training on how to plan
for and support the development of reading in their subjects by working together across
departments to share best practices in line with current research and guidance.

Thank you for your ongoing support, whether it's encouraging your child(ren) to read
books and magazines, listening to audiobooks, or discussing news articles of interest.
These activities and many more help young people converse in increasingly demanding
and diverse terminology. This, in turn, allows them to become more confident in using
these skills in class, and as their abilities increase, in exams and in their futures.

Ms. Deakin

Assistant Principal/ SENCo



On Wednesday, 8th January, 36 of our Year 8
students had the exciting opportunity to take part
in an RE escape room event. This unique
experience was designed to get students thinking
deeply, working as a team, and solving
challenging puzzles inspired by some of history's
greatest thinkers.

The event was packed with brain-teasing
questions and thought-provoking discussions.
Students debated big philosophical and ethical
questions such as:

e Whatis the soul?
e How do we know what is real?
e Can we define truth?

o Does morality matter?

Using ideas from philosophers like Plato, Plutarch,
and even Schrdédinger's famous thought
experiment, students explored how these
concepts shape the way we think about ourselves
and the world around us.

The escape room wasn't just about solving
puzzles—it encouraged students to dive into big
ideas, think crifically, and challenge each other’s
perspectives. It was brilliant to see their curiosity
and creativity shine as they worked together to
crack the codes and solve the mysteries.

Team RE is incredibly proud of the enthusiasm and
effort shown by all the students. The depth of their
discussions and the excitement they brought to
the activity were inspiring. We hope this is just the
start of many more conversations about the big
questions that shape our world.

Well done, Year 8—what a fantastic way to kick
off the year!
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We are thrilled to announce an exciting Poetry Competition for all KS3 students this
term! As part of your English lessons, you'll have the chance to unleash your creativity,
play with words, and express yourself through poetry.

This is your opportunity to explore your imagination, share your unique perspective,
and maybe even discover a love for writing! Whether you enjoy rhyming verses,
free-flowing thoughts, or dramatic performance, this competition is for you.

And the best parte The winning poet will take home a brand-new iPad Mini! That's
right—your words could win you an amazing prize.

Your English teachers will guide you through the process, helping you craft, polish,
and perfect your poems during lessons. Don’t worry if poetry feels a bit new—this is all
about having fun, trying something different, and showing your creative flair.

So, get ready to let your ideas shine and bring your best words to lifel Who knows?
You might just become the school’s next poetry star.

We can’t wait to read your amazing poems. Good luck, KS3 poets!

Let the creativity begin!
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SAFEGUARDING TEAM
Principal Mr J Johal

safeguarding@thehowardschool.co.uk

01634 388765 Ext: 3015 01634 388765 Ext: 3006

01634 388765 Ext: 3030 01634 388765 Ext: 3038

01634 388765 Ext: 3036 01634 388765 Ext: 3046

01634 388765 Ext: 3020 01634 388765 Ext: 3009

Medway Council Children’s Social Care can be contacted on 01634 334466
Medway’s First response Service is 01634 334466: 24 hour emergency number is 0300 041919
Alternative telephone numbers where you have concerns about a child:

NSPCC: 08088 005000 - ChildLine: 0800 1111



This week marked the exciting start of our school’s Chess Club, and what a
fantastic beginning it was! We were thrilled to see so many Year 7 students
coming along to join in the fun. The room was buzzing with energy as eve-
ryone gathered around the chessboards, eager to learn, play, and share
their passion for the game.

Chess is more than just a game - it's a chance to build confidence,
sharpen our thinking, and have a great time with friends. Whether you're a
complete beginner or already know how to castle and checkmate, Chess
Club is a welcoming space for everyone. Some of our new players picked
up the basics in no time, while others impressed us with their creative
strategies and clever moves.

Each week, we'll dive deeper into this fascinating game. From learning
tactics and strategies to enjoying friendly matches, there's something for
everyone to enjoy. There might even be some tournaments on the horizon
—who knows, we could have a future chess champion in the making!

If you missed the first session, don't worry — it's never too late to join. Chess
Club meets every [insert day] after school in [insert location], and we'd
love to see even more students getting involved.

A huge thank you to all our Year 7s who made this first session so special.
We can't wait to see you back next week for more chess challenges,
laughs, and, of course, checkmates!

See you next tfime — and remember, every move matters!
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We're thrilled to celebrate the incredible achievements of 12B, who have
truly excelled in this year's Leadership Awards. The awards recognise
outstanding leadership, teamwork, and commitment, and 12B have shown
they have all of that in abundance!

A special congratulations goes to our Gold winners: AD, JE, BH, and EO’B.
These students have gone above and beyond in their efforts,
demonstrating the qualities of frue leaders. As a reward for their amazing
achievements, they've each received an Amazon voucher—well-
deserved recognition for their hard work!

The Leadership Awards are a fantastic way to recognise the skills and
talents of our students, and we couldn’t be prouder of 12B’'s success.
Whether it's supporting their peers, taking initiative, or showing resilience,
this group has set a brilliant example for others to follow.

We're always inspired by the efforts of our students, and it's wonderful to
see their contributions celebrated in such a meaningful way. It's moments
like this that remind us how amazing our school community is.

Congratulations again to 12B and especially our Gold award winners! We
can't wait to see what you achieve next.

Keep up the fantastic work—you're all stars!



Year 7 - 22nd January

Year 8 - 29th January

Year 9 - 4th February
‘ Year 10 - 11th February

To sign-up and represent your House on any event,
head to your Google Classroom or see Mr. Hillier

HOUSE ROWIN

HAWKING
]

TURING




The Howard School’s Jambo Kenya G,
Expedition - Summer 2026 \
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Following the huge success of our recent school trip to Tanzania with our
fantastic partners at Camps International, we are thrilled to announce our next
big adventure: Kenya 2026!

This amazing four-week expedition will take place during Summer 2026 and is
open to students currently in Year 9 and Year 10. It's a once-in-a-lifetime
chance to step out of your comfort zone, experience a new culture, and
make a real difference in local communities.

During the ftrip, students will have the opportunity to take part in important
community projects, such as building schools or improving access to clean
water. There will also be time to explore Kenya's incredible natural beauty,
from stunning landscapes to unique wildlife. Whether it's working together on
projects or soaking up the breathtaking views, this trip is designed to inspire
and challenge you.

Camps International has an outstanding reputation for running life-changing
expeditions, and they'll be working closely with our school to prepare you for
this exciting journey. Not only will you be making a positive impact, but you'll
also develop key life skills like teamwork, leadership, and resilience.

We know there will be lots of questions, so we'll be sharing full details about the
trip in assemblies next week. Make sure you're there to find out more about
this incredible opportunity and how you can get involved.

B

-V

If you're ready for an unforgettable adventure, keep your eyes peeled
more information. Kenya is waiting for you!
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This week, a group of our Year 9 students have been making the most of
their mornings with our booster reading sessions. These sessions are
designed to give students a little extra fime to focus on improving their
reading skills, all in a relaxed and supportive environment.

The idea behind these boosters is simple: starting the day with a good
book and a bit of quiet reading time helps sharpen minds, improve
vocabulary, and build confidence in reading. Plus, it's a great way to
discover new stories, ideas, and interests!

The sessions take place before lessons begin and are guided by our
supportive team of teachers and staff. Students can explore a variety of
books and reading materials, from gripping novels to thought-provoking
non-fiction. Whether they're diving into the world of fantasy, solving mys-
teries, or learning about fascinating topics, there's something for every-
one.

One student shared, "l wasn't sure about getting up early at first, but
now | really enjoy it. It's a chill way to start the day, and I've found some
books | really love.”

These morning boosters are part of our commitment to helping students
build strong literacy skills and a lifelong love of reading. Reading is such
an important skill, not just for school, but for life — it opens doors to new
opportunities and helps develop critical thinking.

We're incredibly proud of our students for embracing this opportunity.
It's fantastic to see their enthusiasm and progress each day!

To our Year 9 readers: Keep up the great work, and remember — every
page you turn takes you one step closer to becoming the best version of
yourself. Keep reading, keep dreaming, and keep growing!
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Table Tennis Centre

Sports Hall Opening Hours:
Grass Pitches Mon to Fri: 16:30 - 22:00

Sat: 08:00 - 23:00

« Gymnasium
. Sun: 08:00 - 20:00
« Dance/Drama Studios
« Changing Rooms To Book
« School Hall/Classrooms www.howard.schoolhire.co.uk
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This week, our Sixth Form students
took on the wonderful role of
reading mentors for some of our
Year 7 students. The library was
filled with a buzz of conversation
and focus as our older pupils sat
alongside their younger peers,
helping them to build confidence
and develop their reading skills.

The Year 7 students loved having
someone to share a book with
and appreciated the encourage-
ment and tips from their mentors.
Whether it was practising tricky
words or chatting about what
might happen next in the story,
the pairs worked together beauti-
fully.

Our Sixth Formers really embraced
the opportunity to make a differ-
ence. They showed great pa-
tience and positivity, and their
support made a big impact. It's
inspiring to see how willing they
are to step into leadership roles
and act as role models for the
younger students.

Reading is such an important skill,
and it's fantastic to see our school
community working together to
help each other grow. A big well
done and thank you to all in-
volved — we're so proud of the
way you've come together to
support one another!

We hope to see even more
students taking part in this brilliant
initiative in the future.
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During each lesson, our students
have the opportunity to receive a
Golden Ticket. This Golden Ticket
can be received for going ‘above-
and-beyond’ during the lesson.
These Golden Tickets are collected
in our Main Reception and a portion
of the ticket is also taken home so
parents/carers can recognise this
immense achievement as well.

The tickets are collected in boxes in each of the students Houses and tallied at the
end of the academic year. The House that collects the most gets points added to
the House Championship total for their House as they compete for the Laurel Cup.

But it doesn’t stop there!

At the end of the academic year, all of the Golden Tickets will also be collected by
Year Group where a Prize Draw will take place. Each year group were asked what
they would like the opportunity to win, and the prizes by year group are listed
below. The more Golden Tickets each student receives, the greater their

opportunity is to win! Good luck!

Year 7 2x £100 Year 9

Amazon

Vouchers

O

£200 JD
Voucher

£200 bike Year 8

*voted for 2 winners

£200
Amazon
Voucher

Year 11_

TURING



Easter Music Courses
2025

5%-1" April

Rainham Mark Grammar School
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MMA's Free Online
Music Technology
Sessions

Open to ages 9-18
Join our virtual sessions

Tuesday 16:30 - 17:30 (term time only)

For full details visit

“5; www.medwaymusicassociation.co.uk
0o

Tma MEDWAY MUSIC ASSOCIATION
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. Class of the week last week of term

For the final weekin the build up to Christmas we have moved away from
our 'Student of the Week' as we couldn't ignore the efforts and
outstanding leadership skills of our Year 12 BTEC groups. They were in
charge of leading a Primary event with a focus on indoor golf challenges to
multiple schools across the day. Staff from primary schools left with lots
of praise and REALLY positive feedback on how our 12s had engaged with
. the students and how natural they seemed at leading! Well done alll It
Truly was impressive with what looks to be a very keen set of leaders who
will excel.

What are we currently offering as extra curricular?

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
KS4 Year 8 Rugby Boxing Basetball
Intervention Training Year 9 All years Year%l -13
Football Gym Gym Rugby Gym
Years 7 - 9 Years 10 - 13 Years 10 - 13 Years 7 & 8 Years 10 - 13
% '\ & @ \ g/
m Basketball Basketball |
Years 10 - 13 \/ear'g 74&8 Year 9 & 10 5
S S = |
Table Tennis Gym i
All Years Years 10 - 13 |
\\ g
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Last week of half term in plcfures
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| "8 Results and up coming fixtures “@- I
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I Year 11 Cup Final v Rainham Mark I
Our Year 11 side ended 2024 in great style winning the district I

I cup in Medway. In a well contested battle in difficult conditions
our boys went into their last game for the school in high spirits

I after many years of impressive performances and results. The

: boys came awayfrom Rainham Mark with a 3 nil victory with a I

I number of stand out performances. HL with 1 goal and AH with 2

' goals gave the boys the end to their school footballingjourney |

I that we believed they deserved as they havetruly represented

: the school well for 5 years. I
I Year 10 Football v Hoo

) Now for our Year 10s. They had a Medway League fixture I
I against Hundred of Hoo who are a good side. Our boys battled |

well throughout with big performances at the back but alsoin I
I attack where the Howard boys looked dangerous. Shout outto
SG who scored a hat trick and MM who folled with a brace. |
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| Calling all Studentsin Yr 10 and abovel!
! 6ym Club is open every night after school 3pm
| - 4pm in our brand new fitness suitel

Come up on a Wednesday after school to have
| your induction with Mr Cooper. You will then be
. provided with a Gym Membership Card and you
! can use the gym after school every night of

| the week!

T p—— E
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Calling all Students,
Parents and Guardians

We are always on the look out for kit
donations. If you have any of the following at
home that are old, don't fit or you simply don't
use, we would love to add them to our spare kit

m

selection.
4 ) A
» T1rainers
> Astroturf trainers
> Football Boots

» Old PE Kit (Shorts, Polo, Purple Tops, Blue
Jumpers

Please feel free to
drop them into the
PE office or hand

to your PE teacher
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Mr. J Johal - Principal

johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk

01634 388765 ext. 3004



