


Happy New Year to you all! 

I'd like to share with you some of our reading         

interventions this term. 

Year 7s have been working on decoding,               

vocabulary, and comprehension using an evidence

-based programme called Reading Wise. Some    

pupils have completed a round of this and moved 

on to participate in morning reading sessions with 

our trained sixth-form volunteers in the library. Thank 

you to Year 12s and 13s who continue to give up 

their time for such a valuable experience for their 

younger peers. 

Year 8s have been using a Literacy Box to tackle    

vocabulary, grammar, and comprehension through 

short stories. They, too, can access Reading Wise, 

where there are biographies on offer to provide   

additional opportunities to engage with wider     

topics. 

Year 9s have just started morning sessions to recap key comprehension strategies,      

practising their memory techniques to recall important information from the text. 

Our Reading Tutors deliver these interventions with precision teaching and tracking    

methods to closely monitor progress. This information is used to inform how they plan     

sessions and support pupils in their small groups. 

Across the rest of the school, our teachers have been receiving training on how to plan 

for and support the development of reading in their subjects by working together across 

departments to share best practices in line with current research and guidance. 

Thank you for your ongoing support, whether it's encouraging your child(ren) to read 

books and magazines, listening to audiobooks, or discussing news articles of interest. 

These activities and many more help young people converse in increasingly demanding 

and diverse terminology. This, in turn, allows them to become more confident in using 

these skills in class, and as their abilities increase, in exams and in their futures. 
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On Wednesday, 8th January, 36 of our Year 8    

students had the exciting opportunity to take part 

in an RE escape room event. This unique              

experience was designed to get students thinking 

deeply, working as a team, and solving           

challenging puzzles inspired by some of history's 

greatest thinkers. 

The event was packed with brain-teasing       

questions and thought-provoking discussions.    

Students debated big philosophical and ethical 

questions such as: 

 

 What is the soul? 

 
 How do we know what is real? 

 
 Can we define truth? 

 
 Does morality matter? 

 

 

Using ideas from philosophers like Plato, Plutarch, 

and even Schrödinger’s famous thought             

experiment, students explored how these         

concepts shape the way we think about ourselves 

and the world around us. 

The escape room wasn’t just about solving       

puzzles—it encouraged students to dive into big 

ideas, think critically, and challenge each other’s 

perspectives. It was brilliant to see their curiosity 

and creativity shine as they worked together to 

crack the codes and solve the mysteries. 

Team RE is incredibly proud of the enthusiasm and 

effort shown by all the students. The depth of their 

discussions and the excitement they brought to 

the activity were inspiring. We hope this is just the 

start of many more conversations about the big 

questions that shape our world. 

Well done, Year 8—what a fantastic way to kick 

off the year! 



We are thrilled to announce an exciting Poetry Competition for all KS3 students this 

term! As part of your English lessons, you’ll have the chance to unleash your creativity, 

play with words, and express yourself through poetry. 

This is your opportunity to explore your imagination, share your unique perspective, 

and maybe even discover a love for writing! Whether you enjoy rhyming verses,     

free-flowing thoughts, or dramatic performance, this competition is for you. 

And the best part? The winning poet will take home a brand-new iPad Mini! That’s 

right—your words could win you an amazing prize. 

Your English teachers will guide you through the process, helping you craft, polish, 

and perfect your poems during lessons. Don’t worry if poetry feels a bit new—this is all 

about having fun, trying something different, and showing your creative flair. 

So, get ready to let your ideas shine and bring your best words to life! Who knows? 

You might just become the school’s next poetry star. 

We can’t wait to read your amazing poems. Good luck, KS3 poets! 

Let the creativity begin! 





 

This week marked the exciting start of our school’s Chess Club, and what a 

fantastic beginning it was! We were thrilled to see so many Year 7 students 

coming along to join in the fun. The room was buzzing with energy as eve-

ryone gathered around the chessboards, eager to learn, play, and share 

their passion for the game. 

Chess is more than just a game – it’s a chance to build confidence,   

sharpen our thinking, and have a great time with friends. Whether you’re a 

complete beginner or already know how to castle and checkmate, Chess 

Club is a welcoming space for everyone. Some of our new players picked 

up the basics in no time, while others impressed us with their creative    

strategies and clever moves. 

Each week, we’ll dive deeper into this fascinating game. From learning 

tactics and strategies to enjoying friendly matches, there’s something for 

everyone to enjoy. There might even be some tournaments on the horizon 

– who knows, we could have a future chess champion in the making! 

If you missed the first session, don’t worry – it’s never too late to join. Chess 

Club meets every [insert day] after school in [insert location], and we’d 

love to see even more students getting involved. 

A huge thank you to all our Year 7s who made this first session so special. 

We can’t wait to see you back next week for more chess challenges, 

laughs, and, of course, checkmates! 

See you next time – and remember, every move matters! 





We’re thrilled to celebrate the incredible achievements of 12B, who have 

truly excelled in this year’s Leadership Awards. The awards recognise     

outstanding leadership, teamwork, and commitment, and 12B have shown 

they have all of that in abundance! 

A special congratulations goes to our Gold winners: AD, JE, BH, and EO’B. 

These students have gone above and beyond in their efforts,            

demonstrating the qualities of true leaders. As a reward for their amazing 

achievements, they’ve each received an Amazon voucher—well-

deserved recognition for their hard work! 

The Leadership Awards are a fantastic way to recognise the skills and      

talents of our students, and we couldn’t be prouder of 12B’s success. 

Whether it’s supporting their peers, taking initiative, or showing resilience, 

this group has set a brilliant example for others to follow. 

We’re always inspired by the efforts of our students, and it’s wonderful to 

see their contributions celebrated in such a meaningful way. It’s moments 

like this that remind us how amazing our school community is. 

Congratulations again to 12B and especially our Gold award winners! We 

can’t wait to see what you achieve next. 

Keep up the fantastic work—you’re all stars! 





 

Following the huge success of our recent school trip to Tanzania with our     

fantastic partners at Camps International, we are thrilled to announce our next 

big adventure: Kenya 2026! 

This amazing four-week expedition will take place during Summer 2026 and is 

open to students currently in Year 9 and Year 10. It’s a once-in-a-lifetime 

chance to step out of your comfort zone, experience a new culture, and 

make a real difference in local communities. 

During the trip, students will have the opportunity to take part in important 

community projects, such as building schools or improving access to clean  

water. There will also be time to explore Kenya’s incredible natural beauty, 

from stunning landscapes to unique wildlife. Whether it’s working together on 

projects or soaking up the breathtaking views, this trip is designed to inspire 

and challenge you. 

Camps International has an outstanding reputation for running life-changing 

expeditions, and they’ll be working closely with our school to prepare you for 

this exciting journey. Not only will you be making a positive impact, but you’ll 

also develop key life skills like teamwork, leadership, and resilience. 

We know there will be lots of questions, so we’ll be sharing full details about the 

trip in assemblies next week. Make sure you’re there to find out more about 

this incredible opportunity and how you can get involved. 

If you’re ready for an unforgettable adventure, keep your eyes peeled for 

more information. Kenya is waiting for you! 





 

This week, a group of our Year 9 students have been making the most of 

their mornings with our booster reading sessions. These sessions are      

designed to give students a little extra time to focus on improving their 

reading skills, all in a relaxed and supportive environment. 

The idea behind these boosters is simple: starting the day with a good 

book and a bit of quiet reading time helps sharpen minds, improve     

vocabulary, and build confidence in reading. Plus, it’s a great way to 

discover new stories, ideas, and interests! 

The sessions take place before lessons begin and are guided by our    

supportive team of teachers and staff. Students can explore a variety of 

books and reading materials, from gripping novels to thought-provoking 

non-fiction. Whether they’re diving into the world of fantasy, solving mys-

teries, or learning about fascinating topics, there’s something for every-

one. 

One student shared, “I wasn’t sure about getting up early at first, but 

now I really enjoy it. It’s a chill way to start the day, and I’ve found some 

books I really love.” 

These morning boosters are part of our commitment to helping students 

build strong literacy skills and a lifelong love of reading. Reading is such 

an important skill, not just for school, but for life – it opens doors to new 

opportunities and helps develop critical thinking. 

We’re incredibly proud of our students for embracing this opportunity. 

It’s fantastic to see their enthusiasm and progress each day! 

To our Year 9 readers: Keep up the great work, and remember – every 

page you turn takes you one step closer to becoming the best version of 

yourself. Keep reading, keep dreaming, and keep growing! 





This week, our Sixth Form students 

took on the wonderful role of 

reading mentors for some of our 

Year 7 students. The library was 

filled with a buzz of conversation 

and focus as our older pupils sat 

alongside their younger peers, 

helping them to build confidence 

and develop their reading skills. 

The Year 7 students loved having 

someone to share a book with 

and appreciated the encourage-

ment and tips from their mentors. 

Whether it was practising tricky 

words or chatting about what 

might happen next in the story, 

the pairs worked together beauti-

fully. 

Our Sixth Formers really embraced 

the opportunity to make a differ-

ence. They showed great pa-

tience and positivity, and their 

support made a big impact. It’s 

inspiring to see how willing they 

are to step into leadership roles 

and act as role models for the 

younger students. 

Reading is such an important skill, 

and it’s fantastic to see our school 

community working together to 

help each other grow. A big well 

done and thank you to all in-

volved – we’re so proud of the 

way you’ve come together to 

support one another! 

We hope to see even more      

students taking part in this brilliant 

initiative in the future. 
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