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Dear Students, Parents, and
Carers,

As we wrap up another week,
the Maths Department, led by
Mr Harman, is brimming with
pride over the dedication and
effort shown by our students. We
are thriled to celebrate an
incredible milestone: consistently
over 95% of students are
completing their Sparx
homework to a 100% standard!
This demonstrates not only
remarkable independence but also a commitment to achieving
excellence in mathematics.
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The Maths Department

Sparx is a vital tool in helping students build their understanding and
develop problem-solving skills, and your success is a testament to the hard
work you put in every week. Well done to everyone for your perseverance
and diligence!

For those who would like additional support, we are delighted to offer
Sparx clubs every lunchtime and after school. These sessions provide a
fantastic opportunity for students to ask questions, refine their
comprehension, and boost their confidence in preparation for success at
KS4. Whether you need clarification on a tricky topic or want to push your
understanding further, our dedicated team of Maths teachers is here to
help you.

Maths is a subject that builds step by step, and consistent effort like this lays
a strong foundation for future success. To all our students: keep up the
brilliant work. We are so proud of how you are embracing challenges and
striving to reach your full potential.

Thank you for your continued support and enthusiasm for Maths. Together,
we are solving the equation for success!



We are so pleased to share that our Sixth Form Open Mornings on
Wednesday, 11th December, and Thursday, 12th December, were a huge
success! We were thrilled to welcome so many students and families to
explore what makes The Howard School Sixth Form a fantastic place to
learn, grow, and prepare for the future.

It was wonderful to see such a great turnout and to meet so many of you
who are excited about taking the next step in your education. Visitors had
the chance to hear from our Principal, Mr Johal, who shared the exciting
opportunities available in our Sixth Form and what makes our community
so special.

Our incredible Student Ambassadors were on hand to chat about their
own Sixth Form experiences, including the fransition to A-levels and BTECs,
their favourite subjects, and all the extracurricular activities that make
school life so enjoyable.

We were also delighted to see so much interest in our wide range of
courses. Many visitors explored our classrooms and spoke to our passionate
teachers about the subjects they love. Guided tours of our state-of-the-art
facilities, including science labs, IT suites, and creative arts studios, gave
everyone a glimpse of the fantastic learning spaces we offer.

Thank you once again to everyone who took the time to visit us. Your
enthusiasm and curiosity made these Open Mornings truly memorable!

If you missed out or have any questions about joining The Howard School
Sixth Form, feel free to get in tfouch. We'd love to hear from you and help
with the next steps.

We look forward to seeing many of you back here soon — your future starts
with us!
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SAFEGUARDING TEAM
Principal Mr J Johal

safeguarding@thehowardschool.co.uk

01634 388765 Ext: 3015 01634 388765 Ext: 3006

01634 388765 Ext: 3030 01634 388765 Ext: 3038

01634 388765 Ext: 3036 01634 388765 Ext: 3046

01634 388765 Ext: 3020 01634 388765 Ext: 3009

Medway Council Children’s Social Care can be contacted on 01634 334466
Medway’s First response Service is 01634 334466: 24 hour emergency number is 0300 041919
Alternative telephone numbers where you have concerns about a child:

NSPCC: 08088 005000 - ChildLine: 0800 1111
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Managing our Wellbeing
During 1he Festive Season
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The festive season is a wonderful time of year, full of fun, family, and special
moments. But it can also be a bit overwhelming, especially for parents and
carers who are busy making everything magical for their children.

The Child Health Team understands how stressful this time can be and has
put together something really helpful to make things a little easier. They've
created a short, recorded session all about looking after your wellbeing
during the festive season. [

This session is packed with useful tips to help you manage stress and feel a
bit more balanced while still enjoying the holidays. Whether you're feeling
anxious about getting everything done, or just need some simple ways to
take care of yourself, this video could make a big difference.

You can watch the video on the Child Health YouTube Channel: Medway
Child Health for Parents. It's quick, easy to follow, and designed to help
you feel your best.

Remember, taking care of yourself is just as important as looking after
everyone else. When you're feeling good, it helps make the festive season
more enjoyable for the whole family.

So why not make yourself a cuppa, sit back for a few minutes, and check
out this fantastic resource? You deserve a little break!

Wishing you a happy and healthy festive season, from all of us at The
Howard School.


https://www.youtube.com/@medwaychildhealthforparents
https://www.youtube.com/@medwaychildhealthforparents

..........

We're thrilled to announce that on Friday, 20th December, The Howard
School will be hosting a Christmas Jumper Day as part of our non-uniform
day! Students and staff are encouraged to wear their favourite festive
jumpers to help spread some Christmas cheer.

To participate, we kindly ask for a £1 donation, which will go to one of our
school charities. Donations will be collected in cash at the school gates as
students arrive.

If a student arrives in non-uniform without their donation, we will take the
following steps:

o They will have the opportunity to contact home for someone to bring
the payment to school, if viable.
Alternatively, they may return home to collect the money or change
back into their school uniform.

o If neither option is possible, they will be loaned a school uniform for the
day by the Pastoral Team.

We understand that financial circumstances can vary, and if any student

wishes to participate but requires support, we encourage them to speak to

si’:i;:;" a member of the Pastoral Team, who will be happy to help.

|
|

. We look forward to seeing the school community in their festive attire

and celebrating this fun event together while supporting a worthy
cause.



This week, our Year 7 reading intervention group had a special tfreat —
they made Christingles! This fun and creative activity wasn't just about
making something beautiful; it was a brilliant way to learn new words
and explore fraditions.

Each part of the Christingle has a special meaning. The orange
represents the world, the red ribbon stands for love and Jesus’ sacrifice,
the sweets remind us of God’s gifts, and the candle is a symbol of Jesus,
the light of the world. While crafting their Christingles, the students learnt
lots of new vocabulary, like “symbolism” and “tradition.”

They also had a chance to talk about what these symbols mean and
why traditions are important to so many people. It was a fantastic way
to mix hands-on fun with learning, and everyone left with a glowing
Christingle and some new words to share!
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Year 7 - 25th November
Year 8 - 26th November
Year 9 - 25th November
Year 10 - 26th November
Year 11 - 27th November

HOUSE DARTS To sign-up and represent your House on any event,
head to your Google Classroom or see Mr. Hillier

HAWKING
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The festive season is upon us, and our school canteens are ready to
celebrate with delicious treats and exciting Christmas dinners! Starting
Tuesday 3rd December, students can enjoy Festive Specials daily in both
the Main Canteen and the Year 7 Canteen.

This year’s Main Christmas Dinners will be served on the following dates:

o Years 8-13: Wednesday 11th December in the Main Canteen.
e Year 7: Monday 16th December in the Year 7 Canteen.
Festive Specials will run alongside these events, with:

« The Main Canteen offering seasonal treats untili Wednesday 11th
December.

e The Year 7 Canteen continuing its festive offerings untii Monday 1éth
December.

Tickets for the Christmas Dinners are now available for pre-order at £4.52

per head.

e Years 8-13: Order by Monday 9th December.
e Year 7: Order by Thursday 12th December.
FSM students are warmly invited to join the celebrations.

We're excited to bring some Christmas cheer to our students with these
festive meals and themed days. Don't forget to book your tickets and join
us in making this season a memorable onel




This week, we held our very first Celebration Assembly for Year 9 and Year
10, and what a briliant occasion it was!

We were thrilled to recognise students who have stood out this term for their
excellent attendance, brilliant behaviour, and fantastic effort. Huge
congratulations to all the students who received awards — you've done an
amazing job, and we're so proud of you! [J

For those who weren't awarded this time, don’t worry! Everything resets for
Terms 3 and 4, so there's loads of time to work hard, show your best, and
earn your place at the next rewards assembly. We'll be handing out more
awards at Easter, and we can’'t wait to see who'll shine next!

A big thank you to everyone for making these first assemblies so special.
Let's keep up the great work, Year 9 and 10!
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0 Please lobel clearly whether for @ man or
woman, adult or child,
-

Suggested items to include:
Hat, gloves, scarf, boxers, socks
(thermal if poss), shampoo, comb,
shower gel/body wash, toothbrush,
toothpaste, deodorant, lip balm,
tissues, wet wipes, torch (pref wind
up type), note pad, pens, pencils,
playing cards, chocolate, sweets,
cereal bars, toys, teddy

DROP OFF YOUR BAG TO MAIN RECEPTION
Please arrange for drop off by Friday, 13th December
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During each lesson, our students
have the opportunity to receive a
Golden Ticket. This Golden Ticket
can be received for going ‘above-
and-beyond’ during the lesson.
These Golden Tickets are collected
in our Main Reception and a portion
of the ticket is also taken home so
parents/carers can recognise this
immense achievement as well.

The tickets are collected in boxes in each of the students Houses and tallied at the
end of the academic year. The House that collects the most gets points added to
the House Championship total for their House as they compete for the Laurel Cup.

But it doesn’t stop there!

At the end of the academic year, all of the Golden Tickets will also be collected by
Year Group where a Prize Draw will take place. Each year group were asked what
they would like the opportunity to win, and the prizes by year group are listed
below. The more Golden Tickets each student receives, the greater their

opportunity is to win! Good luck!

Year 7 2x £100 Year 9

Amazon

Vouchers

O

£200 JD
Voucher

£200 bike Year 8

*voted for 2 winners

£200
Amazon
Voucher

Year 11_

TURING



This term, Year 7 students in class 7H2 have been
working hard on their Geography homework
project, creating 3D models of drainage basins.
The task challenged them to show how water
moves through different landscapes, and the
results were truly impressive!

Each student put in a lot of effort to design and
build their models, showing their understanding
of how rivers and drainage systems work. From
colourful rivers to detailed mountains and
valleys, the models were full of creativity and
hard work. The students used a variety of
materials, including cardboard, clay, and
paints, to bring their ideas to life. It was
wonderful to see how each model reflected
their unique approach to the project.

A special mention goes to JH, AM, and FS-W,
whose projects stood out as particularly
exceptional. These students went above and
beyond, demonstrating a high level of detail
and skill in their models. Their hard work and
dedication really impressed both their
classmates and teachers.

Overall, the entire class should be very proud of
their efforts. Each model was unique,
showcasing the students’ understanding of the
topic and their creative abilities. Well done to
everyone in 7H2 — you've all worked incredibly
hard and produced some outstanding work!

We can’'t wait to see what amazing projects
Year 7 will come up with nextl




We are thrilled to celebrate the
“lincredible achievements of
some of our students who have
recently graduated from the
reading programme with Mrs
Coleman in the base. These
stfudents have worked ftirelessly
to improve their reading skills,
demonstrating outstanding
dedication, resilience, and
enthusiasm along the way.

The reading programme is
designed to help students build
| confidence, develop a love for
=l reading, and achieve personal
goals at their own pace.
" Whether it's tackling tricky
words, exploring exciting stories,
or smashing reading milestones,
these graduates have done it all with determination and a positive
attitude.

Mrs Coleman, who leads the programme, is immensely proud of each
stfudent. “It's been such a joy to see their progress,” she shared.
“They’'ve worked so hard, and their confidence has grown so much.
I'm incredibly proud of what they've achieved.”

Graduating from the reading programme is no small feat—it represents
hours of effort, countless new words learned, and a big step forward in
their educational journey. These students have shown what's possible
with perseverance and a can-do attitude.

We'd like to take this opportunity to say a massive well done to every
one of them. Your hard work hasn't gone unnoticed, and we hope you
continue to build on this fantastic success in the future.

To all our students: remember, reading isn't just a skill—it's a gateway to
endless adventures, knowledge, and imagination. Keep exploring,
keep learning, and most importantly, keep believing in yourselves!

Let's celebrate these briliant graduates—they truly are stars in the
making.
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We are thrilled to celebrate the achievements of our top 5 students who have earned
the most House Points this term. These students have demonstrated exceptional effort,
commitment, and enthusiasm, and they are fantastic role models within our school
community.

House Points are awarded to students for a variety of positive contributions, including
academic excellence, outstanding homework, showing kindness and respect,
participating in extracurricular activities, and embodying our school’'s core values.
Every point they earn not only rewards their individual efforts but also contributes to
their House's overall success.

To our top achievers, congratulations! Your dedication is inspiring, and your hard work
truly makes a difference. To everyone else, there’s sfill plenty of time to climb the
leaderboard — every effort counts!

Let’'s keep striving, supporting one another, and making our Houses proud. - &

Together, we can achieve even greater things! \ &V
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Ms. Anglin Mr. Dunn Ms. Mulrooney
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@ PE@The
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| “@° Our student of the week for last week “@-
I This weeks student of the week as
I nominated by Mr J Cooper is... EO

Year 12. EO's attitude to his learning
has been exemplary since the
I beginning of Year 12 - His dedication
to independent study has really
I reflected in his EOU Tests for his
Applied Anatomy Unit of work. EO has
I continued his positive attitude from
KS4 @ The Howard School in his KS5
I journey.
| What are we currently offering as extra curricular?
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
I KS4 Year 8 Rugby Boxing Basetball
Intervention Training Year 9 Allyears Years 11 - 13
Football Gym Gym Rugby Gym
I Years 7 - 9 Years 10 -13 | Years 10 -13 Years 7 & 8 Years 10 - 13
l Gym Basketball Basketball

Years 10 - 13 Years 7 & 8 Year 9 & 10

| e @ | o
Table Tennis G;tm

I All Years Years 10 - 13

'L “® (]



PE @ The i
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What will our games groups be looking at next
year
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As we approachthe end of the Christmas term we
look ahead to what the groups will be covering
next half term. Below is a table of what the

7/

U groups are doing at Year 7.
Class Activity
7H 1-4 Football (Outdoor PE Kit)

Table Tennis/Gymnastics/Health

70 1-3 3
Related Fitness/Basketball

Table Tennis/Gymnastics/Health

/W 1-3 .
Related Fitness

It is all change in Year 8 — Groupsthat have been
outside in the freezing conditions will welcome a
change of environment after the Christmas break.
The year 8s will be on the following:

Class Activity
8H 1-2 Table Tennis/Gym
8H 3-4 Football (Outdoor PE Kit)
30 1-3 Table Tennis/Gymnastics/Health
Related Fitness
S8W 1-3 Table TenmS/Gympastlcs/Health
Related Fitness
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PE @ The
Howard School

What will our games groups be looking at next

k=

& 7:' |

Year 9s are making their way through the
pathwaysthat they selected at the start of the
year. Some navigatingthe world of team sports
and others navigatingthe world of individual
sports/personal fitness.

Activity

9T/P1 Futsal/Fitness (Indoor Kit)
9T/P 2 Fitness/Futsal (Indoor Kit)
9T/P 3 Gymnastics/Alternative
9T/P 4 Basketball/Gymnastics
9T/P5 Alternative/Basketball

What are our Cambridge National Groups
covering next half term?

Year 9 Group Sport
9C Basketball
9D Football
OE Football
9F Basketball
9G Basketball
9H Football

Year 10 Group Sport
10D Football
10E Football
10F Football
10G Basketball
10H Football
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"8 Results and up coming fixtures "@"
’ a Year 9 Rugby 0 I

I & Last week saw our Year 9 finalist side take atripup |

e - | to Eltham College for a friendly. The boys have
. o experienced lots of highs and a few lows this year |
w already and they were faced with a good EC side on
outstanding facilities. The boys came away from
Eltham having lost 29-12 but stand out
performances from KC & SM. I

0 Year 7 Rugby g

|
|
|
|
I A learning experience to say the least for the year 7 rugby team this I
_ week. Although it was only their first game simply as a year 7 team, I
they came up against a Tunbridge Wales school who are probably one
I of the best in Kent. Despite many of the boys still learning many of the >
rules and only really played a couple of times in their life, they couldn't I
I have put in more effort and given a better account of themselves. "
Despite being several tries down at half time, they never gave up. E and I
I O were relentless with their runs and tackles. O at scrum half, :
3 continued to try and distribute the ball and create opportunities. I
Although we were unfortunate not to score a try, the boys came close
I on several occasions, only to be kept out by some fantastic defending
from a well-drilled opponent. No doubt if the boys keep training they I
will get their rewards as more games start to come their way.
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| @ Results and up coming fixtures “@"

I e Year 8 NBA Tournament 1°t round e

I Year 8 NBA Tournament 1t round
A Last week saw our Year 8s start their NBA Juniortournament
I against Beths Grammar School and Robert Napier School in a
round robin style tournament. Our first game saw us fall to a
defeat to BGS who were very effective in scoring their lay ups.
Our boys after the first period started to find their feet and
realised that shooting 3 pointers wasn’t effective so started to
focus on securing 2 points. Howard lost by 5. In our second
game, we played Robert Napier and this was where the boys
I really started to shine, they were able to drive at the basket
with skill and composure to score 2 points consistently. Howard
took the Win in this game.
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Calling all Studentsin Yr 10 and abovel! I
Gym Club is open every night after school 3pm |
- 4pm in our brand new fitness suitel

Come up on a Wednesday after school to have |
your induction with Mr Cooper. You will thenbe |
provided with a Gym Membership Card and you |
can use the gym after school every night of :
the week! |
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| Calling all Students,
| Parents and Guardians

! We are always on the look out for kit

| donations. If you have any of the following at
; home that are old, don't fit or you simply don't
| use, we would love to add them to our spare kit
| » Astroturf trainers

selection.
: > Football Boots
| » Old PE Kit (Shorts, Polo, Purple Tops, Blue
Jumpers

A

> Trainers

Please feel free to
drop them into the
PE office or hand

to your PE teacher
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Mr. J Johal - Principal

johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk

01634 388765 ext. 3004



