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One of my favourite roles at The
Howard School is welcoming new
students, whether they are local or
come from countries around the
world. We are fortunate to have a
diverse student body, and each
new arrival brings something unique
to our school community. This always
makes me reflect on the journey my
grandfather made when he moved
to the UK from the Island of St
Helena in 1949 as a Royal Engineer.
His experience as someone new to
the country has influenced how |
view the importance of helping
others feel at home in a new place.

Welcoming students is crucial in
creating a positive and inclusive
school environment. A warm, supportive welcome can make all the difference
in how a new student feels. It helps them feel valued and comfortable, which
eases their tfransition info a new academic and social setting. When students feel
accepted and supported, they are more likely to succeed, both in their studies
and in making meaningful connections with their peers. By embracing the
diversity that new students bring, we foster an environment where everyone feels
like they belong.

| am proud when | see how well our students welcome new arrivals. They will
always make sure new students feel included, whether through infroducing
them to others, showing them around the school, or simply offering a friendly
smile. It's heartening to see how our students take the initiative to make
newcomers feel comfortable, creating an atmosphere of kindness and support.
This sense of community is essential for helping new students adjust to their
surroundings and build lasting friendships.

The importance of inclusion cannot be overstated, and at The Howard Schoal,
we are committed to fostering a welcoming environment where everyone can
thrive. By embracing and celebrating the diverse backgrounds and experiences
of our students, we ensure that each individual is given the opportunity to
succeed, not only academically but also socially and emotionally. This culture of
acceptance enriches our school and strengthens the bonds between all
members of our community.



We are delighted to invite prospective students to our Sixth Form Open
Mornings on Wednesday, 11th December, and Thursday, 12th December,
from 8:40 am to 10:50 am.

This is a fantastic opportunity to discover why The Howard School Sixth
Form is a top choice for students, consistently oversubscribed year after
year.

What to Expect:

o Principal’s Welcome - Hear from Mr Johal as he shares our vision, values,
and the unique opportunities we provide.

o Student Ambassadors — Meet our current Sixth Form students and hear
about their experiences, from transitioning to A-levels and BTECs to life in
our supportive community.

o Explore Subject Areas — Visit our classrooms, meet teachers, and learn
about the wide range of A-levels and vocational courses on offer.

o Guided Tours — See our state-of-the-art facilities, including advanced
science labs, creative studios, and dedicated Sixth Form spaces.

At The Howard School Sixth Form, we offer exceptional support, flexible
course options, and numerous enrichment opportunities to help students
achieve their aspirations. With pathways to top  universities,
apprenticeships, and fulfilling careers, we prepare our students for a bright
future.

We look forward to welcoming you and showing you why The Howard
School Sixth Form is the perfect place to take the next step in your
education!

€32) The Howard
V School

Sixth Form
Open Mornings

11th & 12th December 2024

Tour our facilities, meet our teachers and
speak to our students!
Interested in joining us? Sign up in advance

www.thehoward-that.org.uk/opendays

Academy Trust

THE HOWARD Working together to build a community of successiul

learmers. P




OUR Scan Me
SAFEGUARDING TEAM
Principal Mr J Johal

safeguarding@thehowardschool.co.uk

01634 388765 Ext: 3015 01634 388765 Ext: 3006

01634 388765 Ext: 3030 01634 388765 Ext: 3038

01634 388765 Ext: 3036 01634 388765 Ext: 3046

01634 388765 Ext: 3020 01634 388765 Ext: 3009

Medway Council Children’s Social Care can be contacted on 01634 334466
Medway’s First response Service is 01634 334466: 24 hour emergency number is 0300 041919
Alternative telephone numbers where you have concerns about a child:

NSPCC: 08088 005000 - ChildLine: 0800 1111



We are thrilled to share that The Howard
School attended the prestigious Green
School Awards 2024 |ast week at the
Ashford International Hotell  This
incredible event recognises schools,
students, and staff who are leading the
way in environmental action, and we
were honoured to be among the winners
this year.

Our success is thanks to the hard work
and dedication of our Eco Ambassadors,
a passionate group of students who have
taken on sustainability challenges with
creativity and determination. From
promoting recycling initiatives to raising
awareness about climate change and
reducing waste across the school, their
efforts have made a lasting impact on
our community and beyond.

The awards ceremony was a fantastic
opportunity to celebrate the
achievements of young environmental
leaders. Our students proudly represent-
ed the school, sharing a short video that
highlighted their project and the
difference it has made. Their enthusiasm
and commitment were clear to everyone
in attendance, and we couldn't be
prouder of the way they shone on this
important stage.

Being recognised at the Green School
Awards is a testament to the incredible
work happening across our school to
promote sustainability and protect our
planet. We extend our heartfelt
congratulations to our ECo Ambassadors
for this well-deserved recognition and
thank everyone who has supported their
efforts along the way.

Stay tuned as we continue our journey to
inspire  change and make a positive
impact on the environment!
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We're thrilled to announce that on Friday, 20th December, The Howard
School will be hosting a Christmas Jumper Day as part of our non-uniform
day! Students and staff are encouraged to wear their favourite festive
jumpers to help spread some Christmas cheer.

To participate, we kindly ask for a £1 donation, which will go to one of our
school charities. Donations will be collected in cash at the school gates as
students arrive.

If a student arrives in non-uniform without their donation, we will take the
following steps:

o They will have the opportunity to contact home for someone to bring
the payment to school, if viable.
Alternatively, they may return home to collect the money or change
back into their school uniform.

o If neither option is possible, they will be loaned a school uniform for the
day by the Pastoral Team.

We understand that financial circumstances can vary, and if any student

wishes to participate but requires support, we encourage them to speak to

si’:i;:;" a member of the Pastoral Team, who will be happy to help.

|
|

. We look forward to seeing the school community in their festive attire

and celebrating this fun event together while supporting a worthy
cause.



%md. North Kent

B.R.A.V.E Service!

B.R.AV.E provides short-term therapeutic support to help children
and young people in Medway navigate challenges such as low
mood, anxiety, emotional dysregulation, and self-harming
behaviours.

Therapies we offer:

- Dialectical Behavioral Therapy (DBT)
- Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT)
= Creative Therapy

We also offer:

-~ Workshops for children and young
people, parents/caregivers and
professionals

~ Peer support groups

We support children and young people aged 5-18, and up to 25
for those with SEN needs or who are care leavers, including those
not attending school or educated outside of school.

To find out more or, make a referral scan the QR
code or contact our team at:

braveservice@northkentmind.co.uk

Join the fight for mental health!
"IIEJE‘E" ﬂ_]' The Almshousss | 270 Wast Hill, Dartford | DAT ZEFP MI—W
' aian ent
Serving You MEREL L and Medway

agdmin@nart e ntmirdg.co, i

httpse! fnarthkentmind, ook



Year 7 - 25th November
Year 8 - 26th November
Year 9 - 25th November
Year 10 - 26th November
Year 11 - 27th November

HOUSE DARTS To sign-up and represent your House on any event,
head to your Google Classroom or see Mr. Hillier

HAWKING
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The festive season is upon us, and our school canteens are ready to
celebrate with delicious treats and exciting Christmas dinners! Starting
Tuesday 3rd December, students can enjoy Festive Specials daily in both
the Main Canteen and the Year 7 Canteen.

This year’s Main Christmas Dinners will be served on the following dates:

o Years 8-13: Wednesday 11th December in the Main Canteen.
e Year 7: Monday 16th December in the Year 7 Canteen.
Festive Specials will run alongside these events, with:

« The Main Canteen offering seasonal treats untili Wednesday 11th
December.

e The Year 7 Canteen continuing its festive offerings untii Monday 1éth
December.

Tickets for the Christmas Dinners are now available for pre-order at £4.52

per head.

e Years 8-13: Order by Monday 9th December.
e Year 7: Order by Thursday 12th December.
FSM students are warmly invited to join the celebrations.

We're excited to bring some Christmas cheer to our students with these
festive meals and themed days. Don't forget to book your tickets and join
us in making this season a memorable onel
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This week, our school has been
buzzing with excitement as students
from all year groups have taken the
stage to compete in our Spelling Bee
competition. With the event running
throughout this week and into next, it's
a wonderful opportunity for students
to showcase their spelling skills, build
confidence, and earn points for their
Houses.

The competition kicked off with Year
11T on Monday, where students
impressed the audience with their
knowledge of increasingly difficult
words. Year 10 followed on Tuesday,
bringing energy and determination to
the Main Hall as they tackled
challenging rounds. Each round
became progressively harder, testing
not only their spelling abilities but also
their ability to stay calm under pres-
sure.

To help them along, participants
could ask for a word’s definition or
hear it used in a sentence, but
ultimately it was their focus and
preparation that saw them through.
The atmosphere has been electric,
with classmates cheering on their
Housemates and celebrating their
efforts.

This event isn't just about competition;
it's about celebrating the power of
longuage and the importance of
literacy. The Spelling Bee has been a
fantastic way to unite the school
community and encourage students
to push themselves outside their
comfort zones.

We look forward to seeing Years 7, 8,
and 9 take to the stage in the coming
days. Well done to everyone who has
participated so far—you've done
yourselves and your Houses proud!
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Suggested items to include:
Hat, gloves, scarf, boxers, socks
(thermal if poss), shampoo, comb,
shower gel/body wash, toothbrush,
toothpaste, deodorant, lip balm,
tissues, wet wipes, torch (pref wind
up type), note pad, pens, pencils,
playing cards, chocolate, sweets,
cereal bars, toys, teddy

DROP OFF YOUR BAG TO MAIN RECEPTION
Please arrange for drop off by Friday, 13th December




s N

During each lesson, our students
have the opportunity to receive a
Golden Ticket. This Golden Ticket
can be received for going ‘above-
and-beyond’ during the lesson.
These Golden Tickets are collected
in our Main Reception and a portion
of the ticket is also taken home so
parents/carers can recognise this
immense achievement as well.

The tickets are collected in boxes in each of the students Houses and tallied at the
end of the academic year. The House that collects the most gets points added to
the House Championship total for their House as they compete for the Laurel Cup.

But it doesn’t stop there!

At the end of the academic year, all of the Golden Tickets will also be collected by
Year Group where a Prize Draw will take place. Each year group were asked what
they would like the opportunity to win, and the prizes by year group are listed
below. The more Golden Tickets each student receives, the greater their

opportunity is to win! Good luck!

Year 7 2x £100 Year 9

Amazon

Vouchers

O

£200 JD
Voucher

£200 bike Year 8

*voted for 2 winners

£200
Amazon
Voucher

Year 11_

TURING



Last week, 23 Year 10 students had
the amazing opportunity to visit Kent
University for a day filled with fun,
learning, and inspiration.

The day kicked off with some
hands-on workshops, where students
put their maths and science skills to
the test by creating their own sports
energy drinks! They had to carefully
calculate the right ratios to make the
perfect recipe, learning just how
important precision is in science.

Next, they discovered the exciting
career of a performance analyst, a
job that combines sports and data.
Students applied their new
knowledge by analysing a netball
game, learning how professionals use
stats and strategy to help athletes
improve.

The highlight of the day was touring
the university's state-of-the-art sports
facilities. One of the most fascinating
areas was the heat and altitude
environment chamber. This high-tech
room is used by top athletes to train in
conditions that mimic high-altitude or
hot environments, helping them
prepare for competitions all over the
world.

The visit was a fantastic chance to
see how subjects like science and
maths are used in real-world sports
careers, and it left many students
feeling inspired about their future. It
was a day of discovery, teamwork,
and a glimpse into what university life
could be like.

Well done to all the students who
participated - you represented our
school brilliantly!
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Our school is buzzing with exciting opportunities to get involved, and we're
thrilled to highlight two amazing clubs this term: the History Club and the
Photography Club!

The History Club, led by the ever-inspiring Mr Clarke, meets every
Wednesday after school in H2.1, from 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM. It's your chance
to delve into the stories that shaped our world, from ancient civilisations to
modern revolutions. If you love uncovering the mysteries of the past, this
club is perfect for you.

For the creatively inclined, the Photography Club is where you can explore
your arfistic side and develop your skills behind the lens. With a focus on
capturing moments and telling stories through photos, it's an incredible
way to express yourself and create something unique.

A special shoutout to the Photography Club for designing the stunning
posters advertising both clubs! Their creativity shines through every detail,
making these posters a true work of art. Don't forget to check them out
around school—they're unmissable!

o Whether you're drawn to history or photography, or both, these clubs are
) the perfect way to learn, connect, and have fun. Why not join in and
make your marke
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We are thrilled to celebrate the achievements of our top 5 students who have earned
the most House Points this term. These students have demonstrated exceptional effort,
commitment, and enthusiasm, and they are fantastic role models within our school
community.

House Points are awarded to students for a variety of positive contributions, including
academic excellence, outstanding homework, showing kindness and respect,
participating in extracurricular activities, and embodying our school’'s core values.
Every point they earn not only rewards their individual efforts but also contributes to
their House's overall success.

To our top achievers, congratulations! Your dedication is inspiring, and your hard work
truly makes a difference. To everyone else, there’s sfill plenty of time to climb the
leaderboard — every effort counts!

Let’'s keep striving, supporting one another, and making our Houses proud. - &

Together, we can achieve even greater things! \ &V



Over the past two days, our Year 7 students
have had the opportunity to immerse
themselves in creatfive writing workshops,
and the results have been amazing! These
sessions adllowed students to explore a
variety of writing styles, including blackout
poetry, genre writing, and character
development.

The blackout poetry sessions were especially
popular. Students used newspapers and
magazines to create powerful poems by
blacking out words and phrases to reveal
hidden messages or themes. It was
incredible to see how creative everyone
could be with just a page of text and a
marker!

In our genre writing activities, students were
encouraged to try their hand at different
types of stories, from gripping mysteries to
thrilling adventures. Many discovered new
genres they enjoyed writing in and even
came up with ideas for future projects.

Character development was another
highlight, as students created detailed
backstories and personalities for their
characters. Some even acted out their
creations, bringing their characters to life in
imaginative ways.

A huge thank you goes out to parents and
carers who sent in newspapers and
magazines for us to use. Your contributions
helped make these workshops a great
suUCcess.

We are now busy compiling a collection of
the students’ work to celebrate their
creativity. Keep an eye out for this special
showcase—it's sure to impress!

Well done to all our Year 7 students for their
enthusiasm and imagination during these
workshops. We can’t wait to see how you
build on these skills in the future!



Ms. Anglin Mr. Dunn Ms. Mulrooney
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& Our student of the week for last week “@-

This weeks student of the week as

nominated by Mr Cooper is... DM Year

9. DM has demonstrated a brilliant
attitude in his coursework at Year 9.
He has navigated a tricky start to a
course with real resilience and

determination to achieve as best as he

can. His work has been a joy to read

aswelll

What are we currently offering as extra curricular?

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
KS4 Year 8 Rugby Boxing Basetball
Intervention Training Year 9 All years Years 11 - 13
& 7 - 4 4 S
Football Gym Gym Rugby Gym
Years 7 - 9 Years 10 - 13 | Years 10 - 13 Years 7 & 8 Years 10 - 13
@ | 0 | o0 &0
Gym Basketball Basketball
Years 10 - 13 Years 7 & 8 Year 94& 10
Table Tennis G;'m
All Years Years 10 - 13
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PE @ The
Howard School

A round up of what our year groups have been
focusing on this half term!

Our year 7 groups have really impressed us since
- joiningin September. They have already covered
72 so many sports and activities! Special mention
goes out to 7H2 PE class as they have been
U excellent this half term!

What have the 7s been covering?

H band

Groups have been exploring 2 different sports/activities this
halfterm with the first half of their double lesson focusing on
‘Health Related Fitness’ covering key components of fitness
such as ranging from Aerobic Enduranceto Speed testing each.
As well as developingtheir basketball ability focusing on key
skillsthat underpin the sport and applyingthem to game like
situations

O band and W band

Have been exploring the world of Rugby! For some their first
experience of Rugby and whata memorable one it has been!
Freezing cold conditions, horrendous rainy conditionsand lots

of rolling around the mud! Tackling technique, Rucking, passing

and key evasion skills have been the focus of the term.
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A round up of what our year groups have been
focusing on this half term!

Our Year 8s have been developingon key skills
that were embedded in Year 7 — Re-visiting sports
but further developing performance aswell as
understandingof the game.

What have the 8s been covering?
All groups in year 8 this halfterm have been outside enjoying
the elements, battlingthrough cold and wet conditions whilst
remaining focused on Rugby. It has been a tough halfterm for
the year group in PE because of the conditionsbut the
resilience shown by the groups has been extremely impressive.
Their willingness to get wet and muddy, their abilityto catch a
ball with near on frozen hands has been admirableand from
watching the development of key skills, the year group have
had a blast. Competitive games have been in full swing as we
have progressed through the term and the boys have shown no
fear. Special mention to Mr Saunderson’s8H1 class who, when |
observed, were playingas if they were in a cup final. Impressive
passes, great runs and heavy tackles throughout the game |
watched.
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| A round up of what our year groups have been

|
¢ %

i focusing on this half term! |
. m Our Year 9s. At year 9, our PE journey changes I
| ( ) slightly with the boys able to choose pathwaysfor .,
2 the year. At the start of the year they had a I

decision to make. What kind of pathwaywould "
they like to follow for the yearahead. Would it be I

&

I a team based route or a more individual, personal |
developmentroute. I

| This is what the groups have been up to.
* Groupl&?2 I
I These were the boys who chose to go down a more team 3
based route have been outside battlingthe conditions whilst I

| exploring Rugby and Invasion stule games. Teachers of these
groups have been developingthe students performance within I
| rugby whist promoting some of our key values within the
department. Leadership has been at the top of the list, with I
| individualsholdinga position of responsibility within their team
each week ranging from being a warm up coach to a drill coach |
I to being a score keeper or a referee.

| Group 3
This group opted for an individual performance route. This I

| group have been put through their paces with their lessons 5
. solely focusing on Fitness — They have explored fitness training I
| methods, fithess testing and have been lucky enough to make )

use of our brand new fitness suite. I

A ——— .
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| A round up of what our year groups have been
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Group 4 : |
This is our mixed group, with elements of team I
| activities as well as individual activities. This half

term they have been enjoying a lesson of Table I
I Tennisand a lesson of Volleyball. Developing
types of shot within the sports and I

| understandingshot selection and how it can
positivelyimpact their performance and increase
I their chances of winning matches.

| Group 5

. Thisis our ‘alternative’ group and pathwaythat 1 I

I allows students to explore some activities that , N .
you may not see on a typical PE curriculum. The * I

| purpose behind this pathwayis to allow an

. inclusive curriculum for students who enjoy I

I alternative sports or for students who want to 3

_come away from the ‘traditional’ school sports. I

| They have been focusing on Street Surfing and )
parkour/gymnastics. Just wait for the photos for I
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| Our Exam Groups!
I Year 9s I
. These groups have seriously impressed! The quality of work |
I that we have seen from these classes has been great! Work 5
. beyond their years. The boys have been busy evaluatingtheir I
I performance from their Outdoor and AdventurousActivity that
they completed back in October. Highlighting their strengths I
I and weaknesses as well as demonstratinga real understanding ;
: of the Physical, Social and Mental benefits of exercise. I
I Year 10s
Again, anotherimpressive year for the 10s so far. These boys |

I have moved onto their new unit of work, focusing on Practical
- Performance within 2 sports and similarto they Year 9s, the 10s I
I have been busy identifying their strengths and weaknesses '

within their main sport and developingan understanding of I
I how each strength and weakness has an impact on their
i performance. I
Year 11s |

I Crunch time! The 11s have embarked on their exam content
year. The boys have been busy completing the end of unit tests I
I for Unit 1 of the course. They have explored the different types

of ‘User Groups’ within sport, the barriers that can negatively |
I influence an individual participatingin sport and well as
researching around ‘emerging sports’ within the UK. I

attiies i i i S Sl S e S, —
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| "8 Results and up coming fixtures “@-
: - 1 Rugby Success v Leigh I
I Academy forour 7/8s

A great win for our boys in this I
fixture. For a side that is still
coming together and for a side I
that has soo many students that
want to play, they have impressed °
so far and from the sideline it was
a great watch. Some big tackles,
great ball handling and strong
running saw us win 7-4in trys. I
Special mention to NTand EM Yr =
7 who really shined. I

|
I The unbeaten run continues for our Year 7 24 XI. After a strong 5-1 winin *
the previous fixture they were held to an evenly fought 1-1 draw away to I
I Bullers Wood School. The Howard boys had large spells of the game where
_ they showed real control but they were faced by an industrious BW side I
who made it very difficult to break them down. JH was the goal scorer for
I THS with a brilliantly lobbed finish following an assist from TF. The Howard
Boys gifted BW a goal to see them back in the game and that is how it I
ended. POTM goes to TF at RW who didn’t put a foot wrong.

I Year 7 v Bullers wood




¢, PE @ The N
€™ Howard School % “,:

"8 Results and up coming fixtures "@-

Sixth Form v Northfleet Technology College

I

|

I

I Our Sixth form Basketball team took the short trip up the A2

I to Northfleet Technology College. Games against Northfleet
are alwaysentertainingas they are alwaysa strong outfit. Our

I Sixth Formers always go into games confidentas they are a
very well disciplined and hard working side with real quality.

I Unfortunately the boys came away with a loss however some
serious basketballto observe for the on lookers. Special

I mention goes to EO who played with real quality and ball
handlingskillsthat had the spectators cheering when he got

. the ball. Audaciousattempts saw entertainmentlevels high

I with the confidence flowing. Will be a shame to loss these
boys at the end of the year as | know they have been a

I pleasure for Mr Flack. T

I

I

|

I

I

|




| ., PE @ The

b AY) o> |
| €= Howard School &=

Gym Club is open every night after school 3pm

I |
i Calling all Studentsin Yr 10 and abovel! I
| - 4pm in our brand new fitness suitel |

Come up on a Wednesday after school to have |
| your induction with Mr Cooper. You will thenbe |
. provided with a Gym Membership Card and you |
! can use the gym after school every night of |
| the week!

T ——— E
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Calling all Students,
Parents and Guardians

We are always on the look out for kit
donations. If you have any of the following at
home that are old, don't fit or you simply don't
use, we would love to add them to our spare kit

m

selection.
4 ) A
» l1rainers
> Astroturf trainers
> Football Boots

» Old PE Kit (Shorts, Polo, Purple Tops, Blue
Jumpers

Please feel free to
drop them into the
PE office or hand

to your PE teacher




Mr. J Johal - Principal

johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk

01634 388765 ext. 3004



