


One of my favourite roles at The 

Howard School is welcoming new 

students, whether they are local or 

come from countries around the 

world. We are fortunate to have a 

diverse student body, and each 

new arrival brings something unique 

to our school community. This always 

makes me reflect on the journey my 

grandfather made when he moved 

to the UK from the Island of St       

Helena in 1949 as a Royal Engineer. 

His experience as someone new to 

the country has influenced how I 

view the importance of helping   

others feel at home in a new place. 

Welcoming students is crucial in   

creating a positive and inclusive 

school environment. A warm, supportive welcome can make all the difference 

in how a new student feels. It helps them feel valued and comfortable, which 

eases their transition into a new academic and social setting. When students feel 

accepted and supported, they are more likely to succeed, both in their studies 

and in making meaningful connections with their peers. By embracing the        

diversity that new students bring, we foster an environment where everyone feels 

like they belong. 

I am proud when I see how well our students welcome new arrivals. They will    

always make sure new students feel included, whether through introducing 

them to others, showing them around the school, or simply offering a friendly 

smile. It's heartening to see how our students take the initiative to make         

newcomers feel comfortable, creating an atmosphere of kindness and support. 

This sense of community is essential for helping new students adjust to their       

surroundings and build lasting friendships. 

The importance of inclusion cannot be overstated, and at The Howard School, 

we are committed to fostering a welcoming environment where everyone can 

thrive. By embracing and celebrating the diverse backgrounds and experiences 

of our students, we ensure that each individual is given the opportunity to       

succeed, not only academically but also socially and emotionally. This culture of 

acceptance enriches our school and strengthens the bonds between all     

members of our community. 

Mr. Green 
Deputy Principal 



 
We are delighted to invite prospective students to our Sixth Form Open 

Mornings on Wednesday, 11th December, and Thursday, 12th December, 
from 8:40 am to 10:50 am. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to discover why The Howard School Sixth 

Form is a top choice for students, consistently oversubscribed year after 

year. 

What to Expect: 

 Principal’s Welcome – Hear from Mr Johal as he shares our vision, values, 

and the unique opportunities we provide. 

 Student Ambassadors – Meet our current Sixth Form students and hear 

about their experiences, from transitioning to A-levels and BTECs to life in 

our supportive community. 

 Explore Subject Areas – Visit our classrooms, meet teachers, and learn 

about the wide range of A-levels and vocational courses on offer. 

 Guided Tours – See our state-of-the-art facilities, including advanced  

science labs, creative studios, and dedicated Sixth Form spaces. 

 

At The Howard School Sixth Form, we offer exceptional support, flexible 

course options, and numerous enrichment opportunities to help students 

achieve their aspirations. With pathways to top universities,                       

apprenticeships, and fulfilling careers, we prepare our students for a bright 

future. 

We look forward to welcoming you and showing you why The Howard 

School Sixth Form is the perfect place to take the next step in your           

education! 





 

We are thrilled to share that The Howard 

School attended the prestigious Green 

School Awards 2024 last week at the  

Ashford International Hotel! This              

incredible event recognises schools,    

students, and staff who are leading the 

way in environmental action, and we 

were honoured to be among the winners 

this year. 

Our success is thanks to the hard work 

and dedication of our Eco Ambassadors, 

a passionate group of students who have 

taken on sustainability challenges with 

creativity and determination. From      

promoting recycling initiatives to raising 

awareness about climate change and 

reducing waste across the school, their 

efforts have made a lasting impact on 

our community and beyond. 

The awards ceremony was a fantastic 

opportuni ty to celebrate the         

achievements of young environmental 

leaders. Our students proudly represent-

ed the school, sharing a short video that 

highlighted their project and the           

difference it has made. Their enthusiasm 

and commitment were clear to everyone 

in attendance, and we couldn’t be 

prouder of the way they shone on this   

important stage. 

Being recognised at the Green School 

Awards is a testament to the incredible 

work happening across our school to  

promote sustainability and protect our 

planet. We extend our heartfelt          

congratulations to our Eco Ambassadors 

for this well-deserved recognition and 

thank everyone who has supported their 

efforts along the way. 

Stay tuned as we continue our journey to 

inspire change and make a positive     

impact on the environment! 



We’re thrilled to announce that on Friday, 20th December, The Howard 

School will be hosting a Christmas Jumper Day as part of our non-uniform 

day! Students and staff are encouraged to wear their favourite festive 

jumpers to help spread some Christmas cheer. 

To participate, we kindly ask for a £1 donation, which will go to one of our 

school charities. Donations will be collected in cash at the school gates as 

students arrive. 

If a student arrives in non-uniform without their donation, we will take the 

following steps: 

 They will have the opportunity to contact home for someone to bring 

the payment to school, if viable. 

 Alternatively, they may return home to collect the money or change 

back into their school uniform. 

 If neither option is possible, they will be loaned a school uniform for the 

day by the Pastoral Team. 

We understand that financial circumstances can vary, and if any student 

wishes to participate but requires support, we encourage them to speak to 

a member of the Pastoral Team, who will be happy to help. 

We look forward to seeing the school community in their festive attire 

and celebrating this fun event together while supporting a worthy 

cause. 





 





 

The festive season is upon us, and our school canteens are ready to        

celebrate with delicious treats and exciting Christmas dinners! Starting  

Tuesday 3rd December, students can enjoy Festive Specials daily in both 

the Main Canteen and the Year 7 Canteen. 

This year’s Main Christmas Dinners will be served on the following dates: 

 Years 8–13: Wednesday 11th December in the Main Canteen. 

 Year 7: Monday 16th December in the Year 7 Canteen. 

Festive Specials will run alongside these events, with: 

 The Main Canteen offering seasonal treats until Wednesday 11th          

December. 

 The Year 7 Canteen continuing its festive offerings until Monday 16th   

December. 

Tickets for the Christmas Dinners are now available for pre-order at £4.52 

per head. 

 Years 8–13: Order by Monday 9th December. 

 Year 7: Order by Thursday 12th December. 

FSM students are warmly invited to join the celebrations. 

We’re excited to bring some Christmas cheer to our students with these   

festive meals and themed days. Don’t forget to book your tickets and join 

us in making this season a memorable one! 





This week, our school has been     

buzzing with excitement as students 

from all year groups have taken the 

stage to compete in our Spelling Bee 

competition. With the event running 

throughout this week and into next, it’s 

a wonderful opportunity for students 

to showcase their spelling skills, build 

confidence, and earn points for their 

Houses. 

The competition kicked off with Year 

11 on Monday, where students         

impressed the audience with their 

knowledge of increasingly difficult 

words. Year 10 followed on Tuesday, 

bringing energy and determination to 

the Main Hall as they tackled        

challenging rounds. Each round      

became progressively harder, testing 

not only their spelling abilities but also 

their ability to stay calm under pres-

sure. 

To help them along, participants 

could ask for a word’s definition or 

hear it used in a sentence, but          

ultimately it was their focus and     

preparation that saw them through. 

The atmosphere has been electric, 

with classmates cheering on their 

Housemates and celebrating their    

efforts. 

This event isn’t just about competition; 

it’s about celebrating the power of 

language and the importance of     

literacy. The Spelling Bee has been a 

fantastic way to unite the school   

community and encourage students 

to push themselves outside their   

comfort zones. 

We look forward to seeing Years 7, 8, 

and 9 take to the stage in the coming 

days. Well done to everyone who has 

participated so far—you’ve done 

yourselves and your Houses proud! 







 

Last week, 23 Year 10 students had 

the amazing opportunity to visit Kent 

University for a day filled with fun, 

learning, and inspiration. 

The day kicked off with some      

hands-on workshops, where students 

put their maths and science skills to 

the test by creating their own sports 

energy drinks! They had to carefully 

calculate the right ratios to make the 

perfect recipe, learning just how      

important precision is in science. 

Next, they discovered the exciting   

career of a performance analyst, a 

job that combines sports and data. 

S tudent s  appl i ed the i r  new 

knowledge by analysing a netball 

game, learning how professionals use 

stats and strategy to help athletes   

improve. 

The highlight of the day was touring 

the university’s state-of-the-art sports 

facilities. One of the most fascinating 

areas was the heat and altitude      

environment chamber. This high-tech 

room is used by top athletes to train in 

conditions that mimic high-altitude or 

hot environments, helping them     

prepare for competitions all over the 

world. 

The visit was a fantastic chance to 

see how subjects like science and 

maths are used in real-world sports 

careers, and it left many students   

feeling inspired about their future. It 

was a day of discovery, teamwork, 

and a glimpse into what university life 

could be like. 

Well done to all the students who   

participated – you represented our 

school brilliantly! 



Our school is buzzing with exciting opportunities to get involved, and we’re 

thrilled to highlight two amazing clubs this term: the History Club and the 

Photography Club! 

The History Club, led by the ever-inspiring Mr Clarke, meets every     

Wednesday after school in H2.1, from 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM. It’s your chance 

to delve into the stories that shaped our world, from ancient civilisations to 

modern revolutions. If you love uncovering the mysteries of the past, this 

club is perfect for you. 

For the creatively inclined, the Photography Club is where you can explore 

your artistic side and develop your skills behind the lens. With a focus on 

capturing moments and telling stories through photos, it’s an incredible 

way to express yourself and create something unique. 

A special shoutout to the Photography Club for designing the stunning 

posters advertising both clubs! Their creativity shines through every detail, 

making these posters a true work of art. Don’t forget to check them out 

around school—they’re unmissable! 

Whether you’re drawn to history or photography, or both, these clubs are 

the perfect way to learn, connect, and have fun. Why not join in and 

make your mark? 



 

We are thrilled to celebrate the achievements of our top 5 students who have earned 

the most House Points this term. These students have demonstrated exceptional effort, 

commitment, and enthusiasm, and they are fantastic role models within our school 

community. 

House Points are awarded to students for a variety of positive contributions, including 

academic excellence, outstanding homework, showing kindness and respect,        

participating in extracurricular activities, and embodying our school’s core values. 

Every point they earn not only rewards their individual efforts but also contributes to 

their House’s overall success. 

To our top achievers, congratulations! Your dedication is inspiring, and your hard work 

truly makes a difference. To everyone else, there’s still plenty of time to climb the   

leaderboard – every effort counts! 

Let’s keep striving, supporting one another, and making our Houses proud.         

Together, we can achieve even greater things! 



Over the past two days, our Year 7 students 

have had the opportunity to immerse    

themselves in creative writing workshops, 

and the results have been amazing! These 

sessions allowed students to explore a       

variety of writing styles, including blackout 

poetry, genre writing, and character         

development. 

The blackout poetry sessions were especially 

popular. Students used newspapers and 

magazines to create powerful poems by 

blacking out words and phrases to reveal 

hidden messages or themes. It was             

incredible to see how creative everyone 

could be with just a page of text and a 

marker! 

In our genre writing activities, students were 

encouraged to try their hand at different 

types of stories, from gripping mysteries to 

thrilling adventures. Many discovered new 

genres they enjoyed writing in and even 

came up with ideas for future projects. 

Character development was another     

highlight, as students created detailed 

backstories and personalities for their      

characters. Some even acted out their   

creations, bringing their characters to life in 

imaginative ways. 

A huge thank you goes out to parents and 

carers who sent in newspapers and       

magazines for us to use. Your contributions 

helped make these workshops a great    

success. 

We are now busy compiling a collection of 

the students’ work to celebrate their        

creativity. Keep an eye out for this special 

showcase—it’s sure to impress! 

Well done to all our Year 7 students for their 

enthusiasm and imagination during these 

workshops. We can’t wait to see how you 

build on these skills in the future! 



 























 

Mr. J Johal - Principal 

johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk 

01634 388765 ext. 3004 


