


Hello everyone, 

What a fantastic and action-packed 

week it’s been here at The Howard 

School! Our students have truly been 

shining, whether in the classroom, on 

trips, or on the sports field. 

This week, we saw some incredible 

opportunities for learning beyond 

the classroom. Our Criminology     

students visited the Houses of       

Parliament, exploring the world of         

lawmaking and justice – a             

fascinating experience for all          

involved. Meanwhile, our Business Studies group attended an    

engaging training course, learning valuable skills and insights 

about the world of work. The History department also took a 

group of students to Ypres, where they reflected on the powerful 

stories of World War I. These trips bring learning to life and help 

our students see the bigger picture – and they represented The 

Howard School brilliantly throughout. 

On the sports front, our basketball and rugby teams have had a 

stellar week, with some fantastic results. A huge congratulations 

to all players for their hard work and team spirit – you’ve done us 

proud! 

It’s weeks like these that remind us what makes The Howard 

School so special. Whether it’s in lessons, on trips, or in                 

extracurricular activities, our students are always striving to do 

their best and make the most of every opportunity. Thank you to 

all staff, parents, and carers who support these amazing            

experiences.  Here’s to another week of achievements! 

Mr. Hillier 
Assistant Principal 



 
We are delighted to invite prospective students to our Sixth Form Open 

Mornings on Wednesday, 11th December, and Thursday, 12th December, 
from 8:40 am to 10:50 am. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to discover why The Howard School Sixth 

Form is a top choice for students, consistently oversubscribed year after 

year. 

What to Expect: 

 Principal’s Welcome – Hear from Mr Johal as he shares our vision, values, 

and the unique opportunities we provide. 

 Student Ambassadors – Meet our current Sixth Form students and hear 

about their experiences, from transitioning to A-levels and BTECs to life in 

our supportive community. 

 Explore Subject Areas – Visit our classrooms, meet teachers, and learn 

about the wide range of A-levels and vocational courses on offer. 

 Guided Tours – See our state-of-the-art facilities, including advanced  

science labs, creative studios, and dedicated Sixth Form spaces. 

 

At The Howard School Sixth Form, we offer exceptional support, flexible 

course options, and numerous enrichment opportunities to help students 

achieve their aspirations. With pathways to top universities,                       

apprenticeships, and fulfilling careers, we prepare our students for a bright 

future. 

We look forward to welcoming you and showing you why The Howard 

School Sixth Form is the perfect place to take the next step in your           

education! 





 

On Tuesday, 16th November 2024, our Year 13 

Criminology students had an awesome trip to 

the Houses of Parliament! This was a brilliant 

chance to step out of the classroom and see 

how politics really works. 

The day kicked off with a tour of the historic 

House of Commons. Students got to hear about 

some wild moments in British history, like the as-

sassination of The Right Honourable Spencer Per-

ceval KC in 1812. It was such an interesting way 

to start the day! 

Next, we watched a live debate in the House of 

Commons. Seeing MPs in action brought all 

those lessons about politics to life—real issues, re-

al discussions, and plenty of drama. 

But the best part? Meeting our local MP, 

Naushabah Khan! She answered loads of ques-

tions from our students about: 

 Making Gillingham and Rainham better 

places to live. 

 

 Creating more job opportunities for young 

people. 

 

 What she thinks about changes to post-16 

education. 

 

 Her views on the Assisted Dying campaign. 

 

It was an amazing chance to chat with some-

one who’s actually shaping the future. The stu-

dents left with a clearer idea of how laws are 

made and how they can make a difference 

too. 

Great weather and even greater vibes made 

the day unforgettable. Big thanks to everyone 

who made it happen! 



On Tuesday, 16th November 2024, our Year 13 

Criminology students experienced an               

unforgettable visit to the Houses of Parliament. 

This out-of-classroom trip offered a unique 

chance to explore the workings of UK Parliament 

and deepen their understanding of the          

legislative process. 

The day began with a guided tour of the historic 

House of Commons. Students learned about key 

moments in British political history, including the 

assassination of The Right Honourable Spencer 

Perceval KC in 1812. This fascinating introduction 

set the stage for an insightful and engaging    

experience. 

Next, students had the opportunity to observe a 

live debate in the House of Commons.            

Witnessing the lively discussions between MPs 

provided a real-world context to their studies, 

demonstrating how contemporary issues are  

addressed through political dialogue. 

A major highlight of the trip was meeting our    

local MP, Naushabah Khan. During this              

interactive session, students asked questions 

about a range of topics, including: 

 Plans to improve Gillingham and Rainham. 

 Enhancing employment opportunities for 

young people. 

 Views on changes to post-16 education. 

 Perspectives on the Assisted Dying       

campaign. 

 

This invaluable experience allowed students to 

engage directly with their elected                   

representative, gaining insights into how MPs   

respond to community concerns and shape   

policy. 

The visit concluded with a deeper                     

understanding of how laws are created and 

how campaigns influence legislation. Coupled 

with great weather, the trip was an inspiring and 

educational experience that brought classroom 

learning to life. Thank you to all who made it 

possible! 





 





 

Calling all student photographers! This 

month, we invite you to capture the 

magic of the festive season in our Christ-

mas Photography Competition. Whether 

it’s sparkling lights, cosy winter moments, 

or joyful holiday celebrations, this is your 

chance to showcase your creativity and 

photography skills. 

How to Enter 

 Submit your best Christmas-themed 

photo by 6th January. 

 E m a i l  y o u r  e n t r y  t o                            

bassantl@thehowardschool.co.uk.  

 
What’s at Stake? 

 

The winning photo will be proudly       

featured on our school’s social media 

and in the next school newsletter! It’s a wonderful opportunity to show 

off your talent and share the festive spirit with the entire school          

community. 

So, grab your camera or phone and start snapping! We can’t wait to 

see how you capture the beauty and joy of Christmas. 

Let your creativity sparkle — good luck! 

And look at these 2 amazing photos that have been submitted winners 

during the past couple of months! 





Applications Closed: Photographer Ambassador Programme 

We are thrilled to announce that applications for our Photographer        

Ambassador Programme are now officially closed. The response has been 

absolutely overwhelming, with an incredible display of talent and             

enthusiasm from students across the board. 

The selected students have now been awarded their Photographer       

Ambassador badges. These badges not only signify their achievement but 

also make them easily identifiable as part of this prestigious initiative. As 

ambassadors, they will be taking on an exciting role to represent and       

inspire through their photography, bringing fresh creativity and vision to the 

programme. 

The programme aims to nurture budding photographers, providing them 

with unique opportunities to showcase their skills and develop their talents 

further. With their badges proudly displayed, the ambassadors are ready to 

embark on this journey, capturing moments that resonate and inspire. 

To all who applied, we want to extend our heartfelt gratitude. Your          

enthusiasm and passion for photography have been truly inspiring, and we 

encourage you to keep honing your craft. For those who missed out this 

time, there will be more opportunities in the future, so keep an eye out for 

upcoming announcements. 

Stay tuned as we share updates, projects, and highlights from our new   

Photographer Ambassadors in the weeks to come. We can’t wait to see 

the creativity and passion they’ll bring to the programme. 

Thank you for being part of this exciting journey! 







 

As November comes to an end, our amazing Movember team has done 

a fantastic job growing their moustaches! From Mr Dunn to Mr Cooper, 

they’ve all worked hard to raise awareness and funds for an important 

cause. We’re so proud of their efforts and can’t wait to share the final 

photos of their moustaches! 

We’re also thrilled to share some exciting news – together, we’ve raised 

over £750 for Pancreatic Cancer UK! This money will help fund important 

research and support people who are affected by this illness. A huge 

thank you to everyone who has donated so far – your kindness and gen-

erosity have made a real difference. 

This cause is very special to us because we’re doing it in memory of Mr 

Mark Humphrys, a much-loved teacher and colleague we sadly lost to 

pancreatic cancer a few years ago. By taking part in Movember, we’re 

honouring his memory and helping others. 

Movember is also a time to think about our mental health. Talking about 

how we feel is really important, and this challenge has helped us remind 

everyone that it’s okay to share our thoughts. 

There’s still time to help! If you’d like to donate, please visit our JustGiving 

page. Thank you for your incredible support! 



At The Howard School, we’re always keen to hear what you think, and this 

term’s student voice initiative gave us loads of great feedback. We started 

by chatting with Form Captains for Years 7-10 during the week of 18th     

November. Then, on 25th November, Mr. Hillier met with Year Leads,      

Deputy Year Leads, and Sixth Form Leads to keep the conversation going. 

We also sent out an online survey to all students and parents or carers, and 

291 of you took the time to respond – thank you! 

Here’s what you told us: an amazing 94% of you would recommend The 

Howard School to others, which we’re so proud to hear! Lots of you love 

our rewards system, too. Department Certificates made 65.9% of you feel 

proud, Golden Tickets were a hit with 82.4%, and Reward Stamps got a 

thumbs-up from 67.8%. We also heard that 83.2% of you find teacher   

feedback really helps you improve, and tools like Knowledge Organisers 

(KOs) and Knowledge Retrieval (KR) are making a big difference in lessons 

and independent study. Plus, the Purple Zone challenges are doing just 

what they’re meant to, with 82.8% of you saying they push you to do your 

best. 

There were some things you’d like us to work on, too. Toilets came up as an 

area for improvement, so we’re excited to share that the Head has         

approved a big refurbishment project set to happen over the summer. As 

for phones, we heard your idea about ‘phone zones’ during breaks and 

lunch, but for now, we’re sticking to the rule of no phones on site. Sixth      

Formers told us they’d like to be more involved in rewards; we’re happy to      

announce that from Term 3, Sixth Formers will have their own rewards 

stamp booklet to join in the fun!  Students also asked for Homework Plan-

ners and I’m pleased to report that we’re looking at a way of making this 

something that students can opt to purchase should they wish to– and 

making sure they’re fit for purpose!  And finally, students asked for lockers.  

As much as we would love to be able to arrange for this, our corridors just 

are not wide enough to facilitate this at the moment.  That said, The      

Howard School is due for a rebuild and if the DfE can create room for    

lockers in the new building plans, then we can relook at this. 

We loved reading your comments, too. One of you said, “The Howard 

School is well organised and set out. I’ve enjoyed my time here and am  

excited for the years to come.” Another wrote, “I really like the certificates 

sent home with teachers’ comments so I can show my family my     

achievements.” Hearing how much you value these moments is what 

drives us to keep improving. 

We’ve shared all of your feedback with the Senior Leadership Team, and 

we’re working hard to make the changes you’ve asked for. Thank you for 

helping us make The Howard School an even better place to learn and 

grow! 



 

Yesterday, our Business students swapped the 

classroom for the buzz of Westfield Stratford to     

attend an exciting workshop run by Tutor2u. The 

event was all about boosting exam confidence, 

brushing up on key skills, and having a bit of fun 

along the way. 

The workshop covered a range of activities         

designed to make exam prep more interactive 

and engaging. From quick-fire quizzes to group 

challenges, it wasn’t your average study session! 

Students got stuck into learning how to tackle tricky 

questions, sharpen their timing, and structure      

top-notch answers that can score maximum marks. 

Whether it was revising key topics or picking up 

brand-new tips, there was something for everyone. 

It wasn’t all hard work, though! The workshop      

created a lively, energetic atmosphere that made 

the day feel more like an experience than a lesson. 

“It didn’t even feel like studying,” one student said. 

“We got so much done, but it was actually fun!” 

The location at Westfield Stratford added to the   

excitement. After the workshop, there was even 

time to explore a little and soak in the buzz of one 

of the UK’s biggest shopping centres. For many, the 

day wasn’t just about learning—it was also a 

chance to bond with classmates and take a      

well-earned break from the usual school routine. 

A massive thank you to Tutor2u for hosting such a 

brilliant event. It’s safe to say everyone left feeling 

more confident and motivated to tackle their     

exams. Here’s to putting those skills to good use in 

the months ahead! 



This weekend, a group of our students set off 

for a History trip to Ypres, Belgium, and so far, 

it’s been an unforgettable experience! 

They’ve been walking in the footsteps of    

soldiers from the First World War, visiting some 

of the most important historical sites in the   

area, and gaining a real insight into life on 

the Western Front. 

The trip kicked off with a visit to the Hooge 

Crater Museum, where students explored   

reconstructed trenches. These trenches are 

an incredible reminder of the harsh            

conditions soldiers endured, with the British 

trenches lined with corrugated iron and the 

German trenches made of wood preserved 

in the blue clay. Standing in these spaces 

brought history to life in a way no classroom 

could! 

A major highlight so far has been the visit to 

Tyne Cot Cemetery, the largest                

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

cemetery in the world. Here, students          

reflected on the sacrifices made during the 

war and saw the thousands of headstones 

marking those who lost their lives. It was a 

moving and eye-opening experience that 

helped put the scale of the conflict into     

perspective. 

The students have been fully immersed in the 

trip, soaking up every detail about the history 

of the Ypres Salient and asking great       

questions along the way. This hands-on        

experience has really deepened their         

understanding of the war and its impact on 

the world. 



 



















 

Mr. J Johal - Principal 

johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk 

01634 388765 ext. 3004 


