


Personal Development is an integral, fully            

integrated part of life at the Howard School for all 

of our students from Year 7-13. At the start of the 

new academic year, we’ve seen Years 7-13       

engage in sessions on Resilience tackling the     

concept in a way that suits each year group at 

their stage in life. Year 7s considered transitioning 

to Secondary school – celebrating their successes 

in primary school and then considering what they 

would like to achieve at secondary school; Year 8 

considered Perseverance and Determination 

alongside losses and failures and how failure is a 

part of life – we can learn so much from such     

occurrences; Year 9 considered the step up to 

GCSEs and how to cope with the challenges; Year 

10 considered Resilience to fake news – an         

important topic in today’s online society, and Year 

11 explored their teenage brains and how to cope 

with their forthcoming exams. 

There are days in the EDI calendar (Equality, Diversity & Inclusion) that we as a school find    

important to engage in – National Suicide Prevention Day (September) is in the calendar for 

Year 11 – a focus on mental health and the discussion of such an issue in a supportive, open 

space; KS5 looked at World Mental Health Day – again bringing the topic of mental health to 

the fore, and Years 7 to 10 celebrated Black History Month in October with Years 7-9 looking 

at the discrimination faced by generations in Britain whilst Year 11 and KS5 read about and 

heard from black voices, celebrating diversity and culture through an enlightening short film 

called ‘Being Black’ directed by Michael Junior Onafowokan. 

Term 2 has seen us change our focus to Healthy Relationships – friendship and what healthy 

friendship is; respect and what respect is, consent and respecting other people’s voices and 

choices and online relationships – with Anti-Bullying Week also being celebrated and         

symbolised with odd socks by members of the school community to show our support for the 

Anti-Bullying Alliance’s theme this year of RESPECT.  

It goes without saying that the Personal Development of our students is as important as       

progressing academically. Engaging in sessions that allow young people to consider their lives 

is a huge part of maintaining wellbeing whilst also preparing them for living in the wider – now, 

and when they leave our doors at the end of their school careers. 

We celebrate further days in the EDI calendar this term and we of course look forward to 

bringing in the festive season as a community before we break up for the holidays.  

Ms. Mulrooney 
Assistant Principal 



 
We are delighted to invite prospective students to our Sixth Form Open 

Mornings on Wednesday, 11th December, and Thursday, 12th December, 
from 8:40 am to 10:50 am. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to discover why The Howard School Sixth 

Form is a top choice for students, consistently oversubscribed year after 

year. 

What to Expect: 

 Principal’s Welcome – Hear from Mr Johal as he shares our vision, values, 

and the unique opportunities we provide. 

 Student Ambassadors – Meet our current Sixth Form students and hear 

about their experiences, from transitioning to A-levels and BTECs to life in 

our supportive community. 

 Explore Subject Areas – Visit our classrooms, meet teachers, and learn 

about the wide range of A-levels and vocational courses on offer. 

 Guided Tours – See our state-of-the-art facilities, including advanced  

science labs, creative studios, and dedicated Sixth Form spaces. 

 

At The Howard School Sixth Form, we offer exceptional support, flexible 

course options, and numerous enrichment opportunities to help students 

achieve their aspirations. With pathways to top universities,                       

apprenticeships, and fulfilling careers, we prepare our students for a bright 

future. 

We look forward to welcoming you and showing you why The Howard 

School Sixth Form is the perfect place to take the next step in your           

education! 





This week has been an important one 

for student leadership at our school, 

as Form Captains from Years 7, 8, 

and 9 met with their respective Year 

Leads to voice their opinions and   

discuss key issues. These meetings are 

a vital part of ensuring that our       

students have a platform to share 

their ideas and feel empowered to 

contribute to school life. 

The Form Captains represent their 

peers, raising concerns and sharing 

ideas about how we can continue to 

improve the school experience for 

everyone. From suggesting changes 

to daily routines to discussing ways to 

make the school environment even 

more welcoming and inclusive, their 

contributions have been thoughtful 

and inspiring. 

These meetings are just the first step 

in a wider process. Next, all Year 

Leads will come together with the 

Senior Leadership Team to review 

and act on the suggestions shared. 

By involving students at every stage, 

we are committed to creating a 

school culture where their voices are 

valued and their ideas drive positive 

change. 

A big well done to all our Form     

Captains for their enthusiasm and 

commitment to leadership. Your     

efforts are helping to shape the       

future of our school! 





 





 
We are thrilled to announce that our talented 

Year 12 Photography students have been 

awarded their Arts Award Discover certificates. 

This prestigious recognition celebrates their      

creativity, hard work, and dedication to            

developing their artistic skills. 

As part of the programme, the students had the 

unique opportunity to explore their artistic        

potential during a visit to Chatham Dockyard. 

Armed with their cameras, they captured a     

variety of stunning photographs, drawing          

inspiration from the historic surroundings and the 

dockyard’s rich industrial heritage. The visit not 

only enhanced their technical skills but also 

deepened their appreciation of storytelling 

through imagery. 

In addition to their photographic exploration,   

students attended an engaging presentation 

and workshop. These sessions were designed to 

broaden their understanding of the arts and help 

them reflect on their own creative journeys. 

Achieving the Arts Award Discover certificate is a 

significant milestone, and we are incredibly 

proud of their accomplishments. Their work 

demonstrates not only technical ability but also a 

thoughtful approach to visual storytelling. 

Congratulations to all involved for their commit-

ment and achievements. We look forward to 

seeing how these experiences shape their future 

artistic endeavours! 



This week, our Year 11 students have participated in Mock Week, sitting 

over 15 different exams across a variety of subjects. This intensive week has 

provided students with an invaluable opportunity to experience what their 

final GCSE exams in the summer will feel like, helping them understand 

how to manage their time, focus, and exam strategies effectively. 

Mocks play a crucial role in preparing students for their final exams. They 

are not just a chance to practise answering exam-style questions but also 

an opportunity to develop resilience and adapt to the structure and   

pacing of the exam environment. By engaging in a full suite of exams,   

students gain first-hand experience of balancing a demanding schedule, 

building the confidence they’ll need when the summer exam season      

arrives. 

For staff, these exams are just as important. The results and student         

performance provide invaluable insights into what our Year 11s know and 

where there are gaps in their understanding. With this knowledge,      

teachers can refine their lesson plans and interventions to better address 

individual and group needs. This tailored approach ensures that every    

student is given the best possible chance to succeed. 

We are incredibly proud of the effort and determination shown by our    

students this week. Mock Week is an essential step on the journey towards 

success, and we’re confident that this experience will set them up for a 

productive and focused run-up to their final exams. 

Well done, Year 11! Keep up the hard work! 







 

We’re now three weeks into Movember, and the team’s moustaches are 

growing impressively. From Mr Webb to Mr Loftus, everyone has fully     

embraced the challenge (although, not too sure what Mr. Bond is         

doing?!?), and we’re proud to share the latest photos of their progress. 

Even more excitingly, we’re thrilled to announce that we’ve already 

raised over £600 for Pancreatic Cancer UK. A heartfelt thank you goes out 

to everyone who has donated so far – your support is helping to make a 

real difference. 

This campaign is especially meaningful for us. We’re growing these    

moustaches in memory of our much-loved colleague, Mr Mark Humphrys, 

who sadly lost his life to pancreatic cancer a few years ago. By taking 

part, we hope to honour his memory and contribute to life-saving           

research and support for those affected by this challenging disease. 

Alongside raising funds for pancreatic cancer, this initiative also highlights 

the importance of talking openly about mental health and well-being – a 

crucial conversation that benefits everyone. 

As we approach the final week, we’re calling on your continued support. 

There’s still time to visit our JustGiving page and donate. Every              

contribution, no matter the size, makes a huge difference. 

Thank you for being part of this journey with us. Let’s finish strong! 



This week, we hosted 

a fantastic evening 

for Year 10 students 

and their parents,   

focusing on the    
English Literature 

GCSE exam, which 

students will sit early 

at the end of Year 10. 

The event provided 

valuable insights,     

revision tips, and 

guidance to help 

e v e r y o n e  f e e l        

prepared for the year 

ahead. 

The evening began 

with teachers sharing 

practical strategies 

for success. Key     

advice included 

b r e a k i n g  d o w n        

r e v i s i o n  i n t o          

manageable chunks, annotating key passages in texts, and exploring 

themes, characters, and context in depth. Students were encouraged to 

make the most of resources such as past papers and study guides. One of 

the set texts, Macbeth, was highlighted, with tips on how to tackle its  

complex themes and characters. 

A highlight of the event was hearing from current Year 11 students, who 

reflected on their own experiences of preparing for the early exam. They 

shared what worked for them, including how they managed their time 

and balanced revision with other subjects. Their stories were both            

reassuring and motivational for the Year 10 students. 

Parents were also given practical suggestions on how to support their 

child’s revision. Whether it’s testing them on quotes, discussing key ideas 

from texts like Macbeth, or encouraging effective study habits, parents 

can play an active role in helping students succeed. 

We’re so pleased with the positive feedback from the evening. Thank you 

to everyone who attended and contributed to its success. Here’s to a   

productive and rewarding year ahead! 



 



















 

Mr. J Johal - Principal 

johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk 

01634 388765 ext. 3004 


