


Winter is coming. 

I heard the phrase on the weather forecast 

the other night, and as well as being a big 

Song of Ice and Fire (aka Game of Thrones) 

fan, it is a poignant reminder that we are in 

one of the toughest terms. It is the longest 

term, but the adrenaline of the first term 

wanes as the nights creep in earlier and     

earlier, the GCSEs can feel a long way off, the 

excitement and focus of Christmas start to 

feature in conversations, and the dropping 

temperatures mean the big coats come 

down from the loft. 

However, at The Howard, things don’t stop. To 

name just a few, we have had a very positive 

sixth form open evening, our Year 11s are busy 

attending interventions, the new Aspire      

programme is in full swing, we have STEM 

events working with our younger year groups, 

and Year 11 and 12 students have their mocks coming up. This is an important 

time for them to not only get a sense of where they are academically but also 

experience what the summer exams will be like. It is not only a busy term but 

also one of the most important for our students at all stages throughout the 

school. 

I would like to use this platform to express a particular thank you. Whilst all 

these events are wonderful and truly enrich our students’ experience of      

secondary school, we cannot forget those who work tirelessly behind the 

scenes. Since becoming an Assistant Principal, it has become increasingly   

apparent that these things cannot be achieved without the unwavering    

support and hard work of our support staff: the office staff, pastoral and       

attendance teams, TAs, exams and careers teams, cover staff, inclusion team, 

and estates team. They work tirelessly to ensure the school runs smoothly and 

that our students grow into the best adults they can be. 

As a school, we cannot achieve what we do on a daily basis without them, so 

I hope you will join me in saying a big thank you for all the hard work they will 

put in with the students this term to ensure they make the most of the lead-up 

to the Christmas holiday. 

Mr. Woolmer 
Assistant Principal 



 

Christmas Card Design Competition  

This festive season, we’re thrilled to announce our School Christmas Card 

Design Competition! We’re inviting students to create a Christmas card 

design that represents their house. The winning artwork will become the  

official School Christmas Card, and the artist will receive a £25 Amazon 

voucher! 

Key Details: 

 Format: Designs should be in portrait orientation. 

 Submission Deadline: All entries should be submitted to Mr. Hillier by 

15th November. 

We encourage all students to participate, unleash their creativity, 

and help make this holiday season truly special for our school com-

munity. Let’s get creative and celebrate the festive spirit! 





On Monday. The Howard School community came together to observe 

Remembrance Day, a significant occasion to honour and remember 

those who served and sacrificed. In a special assembly, students and staff 

participated in a moment of silence to pay their respects and reflect on 

the importance of the day. 

As part of our tribute, students were invited to wear their cadet uniforms 

instead of their usual school attire, creating a strong visual reminder of the 

role that young people play in both remembering and embodying the 

values of service and sacrifice. The students’ commitment to wearing 

these uniforms demonstrated their pride and respect for those who have 

served. 

Adding to the poignancy of the assembly, BB, a Year 8 student, played 

The Last Post on his cornet. This traditional piece, often associated with Re-

membrance ceremonies, created a reflective and solemn atmosphere as 

the haunting notes filled the space. BB’s performance was a fitting tribute, 

reminding us all of the enduring legacy of those who have served. 

At The Howard School, we believe that it is essential for young people to 

understand and reflect upon the sacrifices made by others. Events like to-

day’s observance of Remembrance Day not only help us to honour the 

past but also encourage our students to embody values of respect, grati-

tude, and remembrance in their own lives. 

We thank all students, staff, and especially BB, for making this tribute so 

meaningful. 





 





 

Today, our Main Hall buzzed with   

excitement as 60 of our Year 7      

students took part in a dynamic 

STEM session led by a special visitor 

from the Medway Education        

Business Partnership (MEBP). The     

focus of the event was the             

tetrahedron – a shape with            

fascinating properties and real-world 

applications that kept our students 

engaged and inspired. 

Throughout the morning, students  

explored the unique properties of 

tetrahedrons and their significance 

in various fields, from architecture to 

engineering. Working collaborative-

ly, they delved into the strength and 

stability provided by this triangular-

based structure, discovering how    

tetrahedrons can withstand force in 

ways other shapes cannot.  Hands-

on activities helped the students   

better understand how these shapes 

are used in everyday structures, such 

as bridges and support frameworks, 

and how they contribute to design 

solutions worldwide. 

The event was a fantastic               

opportunity for our Year 7 students to 

connect with the practical side of 

g e o m e t r y  a n d  s t r u c t u r a l                 

engineering, nurturing both their 

problem-solving and teamwork skills. 

Many thanks to MEBP for inspiring the 

next generation of STEM enthusiasts – 

we look forward to more innovative 

sessions that make learning both fun 

and impactful! 



This past Tuesday, we joined together in a     

simple yet powerful way for Anti-Bullying Week 

by celebrating Odd Socks Day! It was inspiring 

to see so many people proudly wearing        

mismatched socks, a visible reminder that      

differences are something to embrace, not 

judge. From bold patterns to quirky colours, 

each pair symbolised our commitment to       

respect, inclusion, and kindness for everyone, 

regardless of their background or views. 

Odd Socks Day wasn’t just about making a 

statement against bullying – it was also a 

chance to bring attention to men's mental 

health. Men often face pressure to "stay strong," 

making it hard to talk about issues like bullying 

or mental health challenges. Through this 

event, we highlighted the importance of      

recognising and supporting everyone’s mental 

well-being, encouraging open conversations 

and respect for each person’s unique journey. 

Thank you to everyone who took part in this 

meaningful day. By simply wearing odd socks, 

we showed our support for a kinder, more       

inclusive world. Let’s continue to foster respect, 

celebrate our differences, and ensure that no 

one feels alone. Together, we’re making a    

difference, one odd sock at a time. 







 

We’re now two weeks into Movember, and the team’s moustaches are 

growing in strong! Mr Webb, Mr Murphy, Mr Cooper, Mr Julian, Mr     

Halsey, Mr Bond, Mr Edwards, Mr Manny, Mr Knights, Mr Hillier, Mr Doe, 

Mr Flack, Mr Woolmer, and Mr Loftus have all committed to this    

meaningful cause. The moustaches are shaping up nicely, and each 

one symbolises our collective dedication to raising funds and      

awareness for Pancreatic Cancer UK   and mental health. 

This initiative is close to our hearts, as we’re doing this in memory of our 

dear colleague, Mr Mark Humphrys, who lost his life to pancreatic   

cancer a few years ago. This challenge is our way of honouring his 

memory, supporting those affected by this disease, and shining a light 

on mental health issues too often kept in the dark. 

We invite you to follow our progress and join us in supporting this         

essential cause. Each donation, no matter the amount, goes directly to 

Pancreatic Cancer UK to fuel vital research and support services. If 

you’d like to contribute, please visit our JustGiving page. 

Together, let’s make a difference. Thank you for your ongoing support 

and encouragement – let’s keep these ‘taches growing! 



Our recent art club gathering was a huge success, showcasing the          

incredible talents of our members. Participants came together to create 

stunning artwork that reflects both individual creativity and the power of 

collaboration. From vibrant colours to intricate details, each piece tells a 

story and highlights the fantastic effort put in by everyone involved. 

A massive thank you to all who attended and contributed to making this 

session so memorable. Your hard work and enthusiasm have truly brought 

this project to life. Well done, everyone – we can’t wait to see what you’ll 

create next! 



 















 

Mr. J Johal - Principal 

johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk 

01634 388765 ext. 3004 


