Welcome to another edition
Welcome to another edition of The Howard
School Newsletter. As Deputy Head Teacher,
one of my responsibilities is "Raising
Standards". The purpose is to ensure all
students academically achieve the best
grades possible by the time they leave the
school in Year 11 or Year 13. This is achieved
by regular detailed analysis of pupil progress
data collected periodically throughout the
year. We then identify students in need of
support and work with Heads of Department
and Heads of Year to ensure appropriate
Mrs. L Samuels
targeted strategies are put in place to
ensure at least good progress is made by all. Deputy Head Teacher
There are a wide range of strategies we can apply. Examples
include: morning boosters for Core subjects, after school intervention,
study skills and mentoring programmes. I also work closely with the
Teaching & Learning team, supporting our staff to ensure Quality First
Teaching in each and every lesson.

As I am sure you would have seen on the school calendar, we have our
Year 11 and Year 13 Study Skills Evening approaching on the 21st
October. This evening is specifically designed to support our examination
year groups, offering additional support, and explaining the information
we have from exam boards with regards to any dispensation that is being
considered.
As a school, we also recognise the important role rewards play in
developing highly motivated students and future newsletters will be
dedicated to keeping you informed of all our reward activities and
progress with our House Championship. If you would like any further
information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

“...there is no heavier burden than an
unfulfilled potential...” CHARLES SCHULZ

In this addition of the newsletter, we would like to share with
you all of the exciting work we do with our House
Championship.
Every student across Years 7-13 is placed in a House. We have
5 Houses: Attenborough, Hawking, Pankhurst, Tull and Turing.
Already this term, we have seen Year 11
partake in the House Rowing Competition.
Students from each House had to see who
could row the furthest. Turing won this
event rowing a total of 1542 meters
earning 50 Championship Points, closely
followed by Pankhurst with 1497 meters
who secured 40 Championship Points.
Years 7-10 are will be competing in the
same event for their houses over the
coming weeks, and future newsletters will
update you on their progress! Watch this
space!

Ms. Reid celebrating with House Captain

Each term throughout the Academic Year,
Houses will take it in turn to raise much
needed funds for their House Charity. This
term is Attenborough’s turn and they are
being encouraged to get involved with
sponsored events for their House Charity,
Eco-hub.
Eco-hub supports our local
community with clean-up events, providing
bins for our green areas, and fund projects to support our
green areas to name but-a-few! As a result of the work that
our students have done and continue to do, we are very
proud to announce that The Howard School has been
nominated for an award in their first ever Eco-Awards.
To mark the International Day of
Languages, our Modern Foreign
Languages department will be
putting members of each House
through their paces with a
Language inspired Quiz to get their
brains ticking over!
We look
forward to the result of this and
sharing that with you.

The Drama and Music Department will be
launching their House Arts Competition on
Monday 11th October for Years 7 and 8.
Members of each House will take part and
devise their own drama or music piece
that will be judged by Ms. Cordell, Mr.
Knights and Mr. Green from the Performing
Arts Dept. as well as our very special guest,
Gemma Scholes.
Gemma is currently
performing in the West End production of
‘Matilda’ and understudies both Mrs.
Wormwood and Ms. Honey! We are all
extremely excited to meet with her and for
her to see the immense talent our students
have here at The Howard School! Good
luck to all involved!
During the week commencing the 4th
October, Year 9 Business Studies students
will be competing in a Levi Roots inspired
competition to create a brand new
product that they need to design, market
and present to Ms. Ashbee and the rest of
the Business Studies staff. Like all House
Championship Events, we look forward to
seeing the results from this and seeing
which House becomes victorious!
And in related news, all staff at The
Howard School got involved in
Macmillan Coffee Morning on Friday of
last week, baking cakes, pastries and
other delicious goodies raising funds for
this incredibly worthwhile charity. The
coffee morning is an annual event and
is organised by our very own Head of
Year 11, Ms. Jaiyeoba.

Last Year’s Laurel Cup Winners

We met up with Mr. Edwards, Assistant
Head Teacher, and talked about ‘all-things
-sixth-form’. Mr. Edwards reflected on the
past year and said ‘despite the challenges
that Year 12 and 13 students faced last
academic year, I am extremely pleased
with the resilience they have shown
towards their A Level studies, in pursuit of
their University, Apprenticeship and
Employment aspirations’

“...extremely pleased with the resilience…”

Last year, here at The Howard School we saw record numbers of students
applying to University, including many applications to the UK’s elite
universities known as the Russell Group.
As we head into September 2021, we warmly welcome our new Head
Boy, Ben Wildey and Head Girl, Alice McDonald to their posts and look
forward to the exciting initiatives they will be implementing over the
coming year to enhance the experience of Sixth Form life for all students.
September also sees 130 new students
join our mixed Sixth Form, studying a
range of A Level, BTEC and Cambridge
National courses. We look forward to
handing over a new Chromebook
laptop to all Year 12 students who have
chosen to study a Sports pathway or two
A Level Science subjects as part of their
Level 3 studies.
We wish all students
every success over
the coming year.

To find out more about our 6th Form, come along to
our Open Evening on the 11th November

Here’s a quick round-up of some other very
useful information that we would like to
share with our school community.

Firstly, we would like to let you know that we are
joined by PC Steph Howes once a week. The work
that PC Howes will be doing with our school and
students will be invaluable. One of the roles that PC
Howes has for Kent Police is looking at recruitment
and so she will be able to offer great advice on
joining the Police Force. In a future edition of the
newsletter, we hope to be able to meet with her
further.
PiXL Reading has released a huge range of recommended
books for Secondary School Students. I would like to share
some of these with you as they are all truly great reads;


Edgar and Adolf by Phil Earle and Michael Wagg



The Wild Before by Piers Torday



The Crossover by Kwame Alexander

This list is by no means exhaustive, and if you would like further
advice on age appropriate books, please feel free to speak
with
Ms.
Magill
our
literacy
coordinator
on
magillo@thehowardschool.co.uk

We have also received some advice on E-scooters that we would like to
share with you. E-scooters are a relatively new mode of transport and as
such the Government is trialling various schemes and developing the
guidance around their safe use. However, (at the time of writing this
newsletter) many are still unaware e-scooters are classed as ‘Personal
Light Electric Vehicles’ (PLEVs) which means they are treated as motor
vehicles and subject to the same legal requirements such as: a driving
licence, insurance, number plates, lighting, brakes, road tax, crash helmets
etc. Without these, e-scooters cannot be used legally on the road. In no
circumstances is it legal to use them on the pavement.
For further detailed information regarding e-scooters please
visit GOV.UK: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
powered-transporters/information-sheet-guidance-on-poweredtransporters
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