The warmest of welcomes to you all
I would like to take this opportunity to
welcome all of our students back to The
Howard School.
The staff have been
working diligently over the summer term
and summer holiday to ensure that we are
in the very best possible position to support
our students return and ensure that we
provide an environment where we can
deliver a very high standard of
education. Integral to our students success
academically is for our students to abide
by our very high expectations and I am
very pleased to say that they have made a
positive start towards this, and I am
confident this will continue throughout the
year.

Mr. J Johal
Head of School
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A warm welcome particularly to the new Year 7 and Year 12. It can be
daunting for students when they start a new school and we have made
every effort to ensure this is as smooth as possible. We have outlined a
number of support measures and staff who you can contact and speak
with if you have any queries in this edition of the newsletter.
I very much hope that our students continue to enjoy their school
experience moving forward and please look out for messages via Arbor
and on the school Website for future events.
Finally, thank you for your continued support. I look forward with speaking
with you all at our various parents and information evenings throughout the
year.

“...each venture is a new beginning...”
T.S.ELIOT

As well as placing a great emphasis on ensuring
our students get the very best GCSE and A Level
results that can rival any school, we are also
exceptionally proud of the support structures we
have for our students.
In this first newsletter of the Academic Year, we are
looking at our Pastoral Support team, led by our
very own Mrs. McLean, and the wonderful work
they do.

“...real passion
passion for
for supporting
supporting our
our boys…”
“...real
Mrs. McLean explains that the first thing people
need to realise about Pastoral Support is that
everyone there has a real passion for supporting
our boys, not only academically but emotionally
and socially. After such a challenging 2 years, this
has never been so relevant and needed. In brief,
the layers of support available are as follows;

1 - Medical Room
First-up we have our medical room where our students can receive
first-aid care as well as support for taking any prescribed medications.

2 - Attendance Officer
We understand the importance of being in school, and being in every
lesson. Our attendance officer monitors this, as well as offering a wide
-range of support for students who have anxiety about returning to
school such as intervention and working with Medway Inclusions
Team.

3 - School Dog
One of the newest members of the team (and most loved!) is Tarné, our
school dog. Tarné can provide much needed support for some of our
students through play and interaction.

4 - Base
We have seen the introduction of ‘The Base’ last year which is an
intervention room within our Inclusion Area. We have used the room to
support some students with literacy, numeracy, social communications
and other times it is just a quiet space for students who need extra
support. We met virtually with year 6 teachers and SENCos from our
feeder primary schools so that we have an understanding of our new
Year 7s.
We are excited that moving forward we are going to develop the great
work that Mrs Lea and Miss Sayers have done with the students and will
be introducing Base 2. Both rooms will have different foci and we are
excited to explore how we can offer more inclusive opportunities for our
students.

4 - Mental Health and Well-being Support

We have had a counsellor from an external agency join us since
November 2020. She has worked with a number of students and will
continue this from September 2021. However we recognise the huge
need for mental health support so are delighted to announce that we
have a Mental Health Support Team joining us in September where
students will be able to refer themselves to receive support. In addition,
we have wellbeing support from ‘Mind’ who will be offering support for
individuals as well as small group work.
Mrs. McLean would like to add that any support for Mental Health
should be referred in the first instance to the Head of Year.

This is just a small snippet
of the work that is carried
out on a daily basis in
Pastoral Support by our
keen and
dedicated
team. If you would like
any further information on
any of
the services
offered here, please do
not hesitate to contact
any of the team.

Each new academic year
brings
new
students.
Today, we welcome our
new Year 7s into the fold.

The pastoral team for Year 7 would
like to say a HUGE hello and welcome
to the new Year 7s.

Mr. Milton, Head of year 7, has
al re ady co mm e nted o n how
impressed he is with the year group,
how well they have adapted to ‘big
school’, and how well they have
settled in.
The past 2 years have not been easy
for anyone. The structure and routine
of school-life is so incredibly important
in the development of our young
boys, not just from an academic
standpoint, but also from a social and
emotional aspect as well. The way
our new Year 7s have embraced this
school has been exemplary and
shows true character.
Ms. Riddell, Deputy Head of Year 7,
shared her excitement for the new
year. She is looking forward to the
newest chapter in their lives unwinding
before us.
Form us all here at The Howard School,
we wish you the very best of journeys.
Year 7s engaged in their learning
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Our Year 7s unwinding at lunch
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