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A brief history of the Anchorians Association
The Anchorians Association was formed on Boxing Day, 1926 by a group of 30 ex-pupils
and members of staff of the old Gillingham County (later to become, Grammar) School
in Third Avenue, Gillingham – now the location of Robert Napier Secondary School.
The School merged with Rainham Secondary Boys’ School in 1975 and moved to its
Derwent Way site, to form The Howard School. The new School’s Board of Governors
approved the adoption of the Anchorians Association as a ‘ready-made’ Old Boys’
organisation.
To cement that link, the Howard School badge includes an anchor (the Grammar
School’s motto was ‘Valet Anchora Virtus’ – virtue [moral excellence] is our anchor)
and the colour, purple – both the Association’s and Grammar School’s emblems and
colours.

Officers of Affiliated Sports Clubs, 2021-22
Gillingham Anchorians Rugby Football Club
Chairman: Andy Pritchard
Gillingham Anchorians Hockey Club
Chairwoman: Laura Hopkins
Anchorians Football Club
Chairman: Leigh Willis
*****
Editor, The Anchor: Nigel Fray

Association President
Since its creation in 1926, the President of the Anchorians Association has been the
Head of, first, the Gillingham County Grammar School, and then, The Howard School.
The role of President has largely been a representational one, with the post holder
being the public ‘face’ of Anchorians, as well as being part of the ‘glue’ to maintain the
bond between the School and the Association. This was especially true in the days
when there were many former pupils - or ‘Old Boys’ and ‘Old Girls’ - associations in the
Medway area, such as the Old Williamsonians (Sir Joseph Williamson Mathematical
School – or ‘Rochester Maths’), Old Roffensians (King’s School, Rochester), and Old
Rogillians (Gillingham Technical High School), all of which used to hold annual dinners,
where the Presidents of the other associations were often invited as guests of honour.
More typically, these names were more prevalent and visible, in the sports reports of
the local press.
Times change, however. While the link between the Howard School and the Association
continues, which is welcome (see the new Head of School, Jas Johal’s report, below),
we have to accept that, sadly, it is nowhere near as strong as it once was. Moreover,
the argument for retaining the role of Association President has also weakened; it is
difficult to sustain a case that the representational and/or figurehead role is necessary
and any longer exists to any meaningful degree.
The General Committee, having also discussed the role with Jas Johal, has therefore
decided no longer to seek to elect or appoint a President. The role has not been
dispensed with altogether; one can never say never. However, it will be suspended for
the foreseeable future. Should the need of an Association President ever appear again,
the role can be resurrected, but in the meantime, the Association extends its thanks to
all eight individuals who have held the position of President over the past 96 years.

Nigel Fray
Hon. Secretary

Association Chair’s Report
Welcome, everyone, to another year’s edition of The Anchor.
Thankfully, after 2 years of stop/starts, we finally managed to operate
a near to normal service to our members, albeit with the odd
restriction here and there. Being able to return as we have done, is a
credit to everyone involved with the Association and its affiliated
clubs and their support throughout these difficult times, which I hope
we have now seen the last of.
We are so fortunate to have an amazing group of volunteers who, each day, help to run
our affiliated clubs, as well as the Association itself. One of those volunteers was John
Jezzard. ‘Jezz’, as he was affectionally known, volunteered for nigh on 60 years in
various roles across the Association and Rugby Club. Alas, Jezz passed away in July
2021. He really was ‘Mr Anchorians’, through and through, dedicating many, many
years of his life at the club, putting others before himself, so they could enjoy their
sport, and socialise with their friends and family; nothing ever was too much trouble
for Jezz. He was the first person I met when I came to club 13 years ago; he made me
feel welcome straight away, and always had a smile on his face and open for chat, even
though I was promoting the wrong shaped ball! Jezz will be sorely missed, but never
forgotten and as a fitting tribute the clubhouse hall has been named after him.
Sadly, we lost another lifelong Anchorian this year. John Jennings was the immediate
past President of the Rugby Club, who passed away only 10 days after Jezz. More about
these fine Anchorians can be read in the Obituaries section, along with other friends
whom we have lost over the past year.
As the year progressed and we returned to normal, we remained mindful of the risk of
another lockdown. The Committee reviewed the Association’s financial position, to
evaluate what we could achieve this year – and to consolidate and prepare for what,
hopefully, will be a lockdown-free 2022-23 season. We decided to push forward into
2022-23 the work of replacing the Clubhouse’s soffits and facia boards, to be in an even
stronger position to be able to incur the significant expense that this work will entail.
We did, however, update was our technologically obsolete and aging till system, which,
like the boilers, and soffits and facias before them, has been part of the fabric of our
Clubhouse since it opened in 1984. We changed our service provider to acquire the

new system and, in doing so, have significantly reduced our transactions fees and
monthly rental cost. The new touch screen tills were installed in November and hold all
the information to better manage and control our pricing and stock levels. The new
system also gives us other major benefits: the ability to link a card (‘point of sale’)
machine into the system, and a membership card system, offering to our members a
discount of 10% off bar drinks & snacks on production of the card. The Committee is
looking to expand the benefits of having the card, by working with local businesses to
offer our members discounts at their establishments or on their services.
We have also continued to work with Medway Council, Kent Police and the judicial /
probation services’ Offender Community Rehabilitation Services team. Participants in
the scheme have undertaken a great deal of maintenance and decorating work within
the Clubhouse and its compound, including:
 painting all the fences around the compound perimeter;
 painting the white boarder around the balcony and under the balcony;
 clearing and levelling the overgrown area in the compound, opposite the main
entrance; and
 freshening up the men’s changing rooms a complete lick of paint, including the
benches clothes, rails, and doors.
The Association continues to go from strength to strength, offering sporting
opportunities to the local community, which can make a huge difference to so many
people by creating new friendships, developing new skills and helping them to become
physically and mentally more active. I thank all of our volunteers, be they on the
Association’s Committee and/or those of our affiliated clubs’, who should be very
proud of the part they each play in delivering this.
I hope that 2022-23 proceeds without interruption and our members can complete a
full season in their chosen sport. However, more importantly, I hope everyone remains
safe and well.
See you all soon at Anchorians!
Leigh Willis
Chair, The Anchorians Association

State of the Association (Membership)
The Anchorians Association is open to all. Encouragingly, and despite the Covid hiatus,
membership of the Association, these days almost exclusively through its affiliated
sports clubs, continues to grow. Such growth, which of course is very much welcome,
does of course bring its practical problems, which the clubs work together closely to
resolve, to each other’s mutual satisfaction. It is only by being able to sustain a strong
membership that the Association can thrive, most obviously by investing membership
subscriptions (and the affiliated clubs’ facilities fees) into the Clubhouse, to ensure that
it is continues to be a well-maintained, safe, attractive and hospitable ‘home’ for all of
us.
All affiliated sports clubs and their playing members are committed to pay an
Association subscription not only when they are fit, but also if injured and are using the
Clubhouse. This applies equally to non-playing members.
Driven largely by the affiliated clubs’ respective youth and minis sections, which augurs
well for the future, we are fortunate, in a post-Covid environment, to have seen a
growth in membership compared with 2019 (the last year for which data was
published). The total membership of the Association as at end-2021-22 stood at 1,492,
of which:
 Gillingham Anchorians RFC: 208 (of which 80 youth / minis) (141 in 2019)
 Gillingham Anchorians HC: 124 (of which 55 youth) (95 in 2019)
 Anchorians FC: 1,160 (of which 891 youth) (920 in 2019)
Annual Subscriptions: The Association’s annual subscription for individual members
remains for 2022-23 at £20 (this includes Family with children, 18 years and under).
The affiliated sports clubs’ annual Facilities Fee remains at £1,500.

State of the Association (Financial Report and
Accounts for the Year ending April 2022)
The Association finds itself in a generally strong financial position, having weathered
the Covid lockdown remarkably well. It is difficult to make a direct year-on-year

comparison with 2020-21, but when seen against the last fully operational year, 201819, and despite cost increases, the Association has seen its total income increase over
this period from £52, 802 to £63, 897. The increase has been driven by an increase in
bar sales from £66, 263 in 2018-18, to £75, 676 in 2021-22, with a corresponding
improvement in the profit margin from 55 to 66 per cent. Food costs have increased
markedly, mirroring the prevailing economic circumstances and rising inflation, which
has squeezed the profit margin by 10 percentage points since 2018-19, from 60 to 50
per cent. The Committee will be keeping a keen eye on controlling costs in the new
financial year, since it is only through a strong revenue stream and profits that we are
able to invest in the fabric of the Clubhouse on behalf of our members. Inevitably, too,
the Committee will need to review food prices.
The hiring of the Association’s facilities, predominantly, the Jezzard Hall, has started to
pick-up, post-Covid. With the dissolution of the pre-school, we no longer received
rental income (£10,000 in 2018-19), but this has been offset by reduced utilities
(lighting & heating) costs, from approximately £12,500 (2018-19) to £8,000 this past
year.
Taken together, and bearing in mind the difficulties of the past few years and losses
incurred (some as a result of exceptional expenditure, i.e. the new boilers), the
Association has made a welcome return to delivering a surplus on its activities. It
should be recognised, however, that, had it not been for the wider financial support
that the Association received during Covid – not least through furlough payments and
business rates relief, the financial picture may still have been gloomy. Nevertheless, we
now have a stable basis, financially, to progress, which will be overseen by the
Committee, acting prudently on behalf of the Association’s members.

Annual Reports from the Association’s
Affiliated Sports Clubs
Gillingham Anchorians RFC
The Rugby Club has had a turbulent year. As experienced by many small grassroots
rugby clubs across England, we have emerged from Covid with fewer players and less
player availability for matches. The aftermath of the pandemic impacted our sport in
such a way that it was barely able to resume in its normal format throughout all of
2020 and much of 2021.
To add to the Club’s woes and marking its nadir (as if the lockdown was not enough),
our Head Coach unexpectedly announced at the start of
the 2021-22 season that he was leaving. However, in
retrospect, it transpired to be a fantastic turning point.
Firstly, the absence of a coach saw the players step-up
and take control of the training. Then, in stepped Phil
Dedman and Mick Turner, both loyal club stalwarts and
ex-players, who galvanised training, and saw a
resurgence of form, with a good string of successive
victories at the end of 2021.
Fortunes varied in early 2022, seeing some mixed form and results, but the club owes a
huge debt to both men. What we have seen is a stronger club, with a young emerging
squad, very cohesive, and backed by a stronger committee with active members and
who share a long history of club membership. The increasingly robust culture was
further demonstrated in February by one of the strongest turnouts ever for our Vets’
Dinner (see below), at which the club also received from many of those present
altruistic sponsorship donations to support the replacement of the four sets of posts
blown down in the heavy storm at the start of the year.
Beyond our thanks as a club to Phil and Mick, we should say a big ‘thank you’ to Sue
Wendes, our Physio, who has proved a superb asset to the team; and to Dave Arnold,
for holding together the playing core, who, with Tom Shorricks, gave great support to

the 2nd XV and enabled the team to have an excellent season. And finally, to those
players who took the time to plan and take training (you know who you are).
Our new main sponsor, Crossways Management and other significant sponsor,
Brimstone Site Investigation, have meant that we have been able, not only to keep the
club in a good, resilient financial position, but also buy new kit for players and
equipment to maintain our pitches. All our volunteers deserve huge praise, whether
they be regular committee members, the teams that cook the Supporters’ Club prematch lunches, or and, in particular, the grounds crew.
As the 2021-22 season draws to a close, the rugby pitches and surrounding areas are
still the envy of and are complimented upon by many clubs. This is due to the tireless
work of our small team
of
volunteers
(Bob
Bursey, Gordon Noble,
Andy
Hallett,
Mick
Niven, Nigel Fray, Neil
Cripps, Mark Humphrys,
and Ian Wilson). The
grounds
team
has
worked throughout the
season, in all weathers,
and despite disruptions
due to the ongoing ground works related to Medway Council’s new 4G pitch and
changing rooms and storm ‘Eunice’ in February, which brought down a few goal posts.
Their work has ensured that we have truly enjoyed one of the best playing surfaces in
the county this season. We are always looking for new volunteers who can spare time,
usually on a Friday morning, at the club.
Lastly, a special shout-out to Bob Bursey who, as ever, operated his financial prowess
to support our applications for Covid grants and to help recover some of the costs of
our damaged posts. So now, we are in the off-season, soon to announce our new
coach and optimistic of a good return to the 2022-23 season, as the vibrant grassroots
community Rugby Club that Gillingham Anchs really is.

For the 1st XV, it is difficult to decide whether the season was one to remember or one
to forget! The post-Covid resumption of rugby
activity was seemingly met with great
enthusiasm, which sadly fell away with great
haste, as in the first game of the season, the
1s’ captain, Mark Barfoot, saw ‘red’; then, in
only the second week, the 1st XV travelled to
Aylesford, with what can most politely be
described as a ‘scratch outfit’. Maybe we
should have known then! Two close fought
victories followed, at home to both Maidstone and Southwark, before the team (and
Club) was abandoned by our head coach.
The players were left to fend for themselves and with the next fixture away at
Heathfield & Waldron, things weren’t due to get any easier. What was to follow was
nothing short of sublime, not just on the pitch, but off of it, too.
The atmosphere among the playing group changed almost overnight; players giving up
their time to plan and run training sessions, food put on after training by the
committee and a warm, fun, yet driven undertone in everything we did. Many senior
players’ personal point of view is that the feel
inside the club after these knocks was as good as
it has ever been; and this isn’t where it ended.
As already mentioned, in came Phil Dedman and
Mike Turner, to steer the good ship ‘Anchs’ and
a succession of victories followed, only falling to
one close loss before Christmas at the hands of
league runners-up, Aylesford. Enthusiasm
waivered at times before the season ended, but
nevertheless, a season of huge effort, huge
thanks and huge heart from some true Anchorians saw the 1s finish 8th in London
South-East 3.
The 2nd XV started the new season in Kent Rural League 4, after having gained
promotion pre-lockdown, and finished in a creditable 3rd place, behind Ash and
Sittingbourne. Led by captain, Tom Shorricks and Vice-captain, Joe Ryan, there were

good victories against Maidstone, Folkestone, Ashford Barbarians, Leigh, and East
Peckham & Paddock Wood. The very few defeats were against Ash (away) and
Sittingbourne, beating us both times in close matches. Overall, a good, solid season; all
the those who played should be congratulated on how they performed and for playing
enjoyable and flowing rugby.
Turning to our Youth & Minis section, we continue to to build a family-friendly,
inclusive section for the Club. We were unsure what impact Covid would have on our
young players as we tried to get back to normal. Thankfully, there was no need to
worry.
The numbers of young people attending training each Sunday continues to grow across
all age groups, supported by a fantastic group of coaches. We have expanded our
coaching base, with both current and former senior players, who now have young
children of their own, along with parents new to the game. Their enthusiasm is
infectious and rubs off onto the players.
We have played clubs across all age groups and across Kent for various inter club
competitions, including Folkestone,
Sheppey, Whitstable, and Canterbury,
which has been fantastic now that Covid
is over.
The minis have gone from strength to
strength. An array of young people each
Sunday morning running around and
having fun from tag to their first taste of
tackling! The parents have been equally
enthusiastic as well! We have now started to welcome children from reception age,
and our numbers at junior level are such that we now have split age groups from the
under 6s 7s 8s and 9s.
The under 10s are now experiencing their first taste of tackling, and the under 11s
have now started 3-man scrums and looking to more positional play ahead of next
season.

The under 12s continue to get stronger, having started the season just managing to get
a side out, but now with 24 players, having scored an 11 tries to 1 victory down at
Folkestone. New recruits, including lads coming across from the Rochester Maths
school team, who all play together have boosted the squad. So, the season has ended
on a high. We can’t wait to see what they can achieve next season.
The combined under 13/14s have played in the Waterfall competition, with great
success under the stewardship of Richie Collins and the coaching team. Some fantastic
collective performances will provide great building blocks for next season.
The under 15s have had a good and competitive season, one of
the highlights being to host Billericay RFC, whose U15s were on a
mini tour. There was great, good humoured, albeit partisan
support from the tourists’ spectators who watched a pulsating
game of rugby, which included excellent individual and a team
performance (Mack and Brock mentioned in dispatches). The
tourists just edged out Anchs in the final play of the game, which
took place in an atmosphere of good sportsmanship, and was
followed by a traditional get-together in the Clubhouse
afterwards.
We will be running sessions, under the RFU’s Age Grade guidelines, throughout the
summer (Sunday mornings for all, and Wednesday evenings for the older age groups).
And for all those aged between 10 and 90, there will be TOUCH RUGBY each
Wednesday from 7-8pm, so feel free to come down. The Mini and Youth website is:
www.garfc.org.uk
We have also launched a ‘Girls Only Academy’ and are very fortunate to have current
England Roses and Harlequins ladies star, Shaunagh Brown as one of the coaches.
Behind the scenes we have a fantastic team, again all volunteers, which looks after
registration, kit, merchandising, social media platforms and generally keeping all things
ticking over. Finally, a big ‘thank you’ to our sponsors, King Lifting and Crossways
Management.

Without the support of our coaching team, volunteers, and sponsors we would not be
where we are, in being able to provide the building blocks for the club to
provide senior players of the future.

After a two-year, Covid-enforced hiatus, the Club reinstated its annual Vets’ Dinner
(see photograph), which was held in February. Since we last convened in 2020, the
Club has said a very sad ‘Farewell’ to many old friends, taken either by the virus or by
other illnesses. Those present raised their glasses in fond memory of their absent
team-mates and although the evening was tinged with a degree of melancholy, those
present had a great evening. And towards the end of the evening, a few members of
the current 1st XV appeared – they must have wondered what they had stepped into:
around seventy, mainly (well) over-50-year-old blokes, in full voice having a singsong,
led by Clive ‘Tanks’ Dowell. The younger lads’ time will come…
The Club also hosted a special ‘VIP’ lunch on 28 May 2022, in memory of and
celebrating those whom we have lost. Our guests of honour were their families. Covid
even had a hand in delaying this function, which was due to have taken place in
December, but was thwarted by the ‘Omicron’ strain of Covid. Nevertheless, the lunch
eventually took place and with nearly 70 attending, helped along by great food (thanks
to ‘Chef of the Day’, Nick Milton – and ‘Sous Chef’, Matt Allen), great wine (courtesy of
the Jennings family), and great memories.
Andy Pritchard (Chair), Kenton Parbutt (Club Secretary), Simon Summersett (Chair,
Youth & Minis), and Ian Brenton (Grounds Secretary).

Gillingham Anchorians HC
Hockey, as we know it, finally returned. It has been so nice to be back on the pitch
together. No one-way systems. No team talks outside in the cold and best of all, teas
together after the game.
The season has been both brilliant and difficult. With some hard work from Jess
Hopkins, Emily Deacon and David Hopkins, around £1500 has been raised for the club
through balls, Halloween shenanigans and a silent disco among the incredible events,
which have brought the social side back to life. On the other hand, our playing side has
suffered, with both men and ladies losing players in the 18 months’ enforced break.
However, over 100 people at the end of season dinner shows that we’re coming back
swinging!
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League
Position

Men’s 1s

22

14

4

4

69

43

46

2nd

Men’s 2s

21

8

3

10

47

56

27

7th

Men’s 3s

22

3

1

18

28

84

10

12th

Men’s 4s

22

8

3

11

47

64

27

8th

Ladies’ 1s

22

10

4

8

40

32

33*

6th

Ladies’ 2s

22

11

4

7

44

30

37

4th

Ladies’ 3s

17

6

2

9

25

43

20

6th

Team

* points deduction

There were some incredible highlights on the pitch. Grace Wren exploded onto the top
scorers’ chart after Christmas, getting four goals in one week. Not to be outdone, Joel
Divers did the same two weeks later, and Maisie Parker got five assists and a goal later
that afternoon. Grace, Joel and Maisie didn't do it all themselves though – this season
83 different people either scored, assisted or did both.
February 27th saw a bit of a momentous occasion, with all seven teams playing and
not a single loss. This year also marked Jackie (‘Biffo’) Gray's 40th season of hockey at
Anchorians. Unfortunately, injury kept Biffo's season to just three appearances, but we
hope there will be many more full seasons to come.

On a sadder note, early this season, the Club head a wake for a true club legend, Mick
Davies, whom we lost in 2020. Mick played for Anchs for many years and then dropped
down to support the lower sides, while his two sons rose up through the ranks. It was a
truly lovely testament to Mick and to the ethos at this Hockey Club that so many were
there to share a drink in his memory in the Jezzard Hall.
The Men’s 1s had a very good year under captain, Jake Stevens. Daz Richardson,
Gareth Price and Harry Banfield were joined by Harry Shave in defence, who
immediately slotted into place and never looked back. A midfield of Jake, Luc Debont,
Chris Risby, Robbie Tarrant (Players’ Player of
the Season), and Adam Williams overran
oppositions with speed and skill and were
only bolstered by Jake Gordon breaking into
the team. Up front, James Twigg (Coaches’
Player of the Season) was always a threat, as
was Callum Harris, while Joel Divers was
scoring goals for fun. The team fought tooth
and nail to earn their second-place league finish, coming back from 3 goals down to
draw in the last eight minutes against Tonbridge Wells. The team was unlucky not to
seal promotion, which will be even tougher to achieve, since new Captain, Daz will lose
some of the youngsters, who are off to university.
It looked like a long season was in order for captain, David Hopkins and the Men’s 2s,
who didn't get their first win until November. But the win at Gravesham, with a bare
11 players available, was the turning point. James Pitcher was rock solid behind Joe
Selby, Gary Jackson and Simon Pickard who were the regulars in a back four. Ewan
Conroy (Player of the Season) has brought down the average age of the defence
considerably, and never failing to play out of his skin. Eddie Pitcher has cemented his
place in centre mid as he winds his way through stunned opposition. He has benefitted
from the experience beside him of Ash Risby, Mikey Selby and Glen Rawson. Out on
the wings, Will Huckell, Ben Selby and Nurlan Lewis really clicked into place as well as
Tom Wood who continued to improve as the season went on. Up front, David
Shepherd has run the oppositions ragged and the whole team has benefitted from the
return of the captain from injury, always seeming to be in exactly the right place score

the tap ins or assist for his teammates. The team kept getting better and better and is
in safe hands next year as David passes the captaincy to Joe.
Jamie Summerhayes and his Men’s 3rd team had a tough year, with some selection
issues and losing some good players to the Men’s 2s. It says a lot about how this
team’s season went that their top players were all defenders; and it speaks to how
resilient and tenacious they were throughout a tough campaign. Goalkeeper Darren
Carter took player of the season, closely followed by Ethan Beard and Alex Pop, Rog
Pope, Richard Pethick and Ethan Sindry completed the defensive line up. Jamie was
responsible for experience in midfield, with Jacob Holmes, Nathan Willis, James
Winters and Alex Dempster being responsible for pace. Up front, Mike Metcalfe took
his usual top scorer spot with Max Gordon and Sam Twigg definitely being responsible
for pace. In the final game of the season, against Burnt Ash, everything they have
worked on through the year really came together, they rose above a nasty opposition
and were deserved winners. They couldn’t have finished the season in a better way,
and I know they’ll kick start next season where they left off this one.
The Men’s 4s had a great season and a solid mid-table finish. Dean Hughes took on his
first full season as captain with gusto and the team has thrived under his leadership.
Regular adults Andy Bunker, Roger Knight, Liam Fitzgerald, Neil Dixie and Alex Hamer,
as well as those helping from higher teams, have allowed this development side to do
what it should do and give the juniors their first steps into adult hockey. All the
youngsters (Ben Pope, Callum Hughes, Tyler Marks, Dylan Horner, William Knight, and
Sam Twigg) have improved markedly. Player of the Season, though, was Ben Clements
in goal who had an outstanding season and saved the team in many a game. A season
which really saw this team go from strength to strength and shows so much promise
for the future of the Men’s section.
The Ladies’ 1s, under Heidi Davis, were looking forward to a good season after having
dominated the six games they played last year. But with the league reshuffle and a
shortage of players, this year proved more challenging than expected. Sarah Herbie
earned herself Player of the Season for her always-solid performance in goal. In
defence, Learna Smith and Kathleen Quinn were ever-present with Alex Bunting
stepping up to become a constant thorn for opposition forwards. Grace Smith
impressed in the games she played. In midfield, Hannah Shimmin, Jess Gray, Amy
Shave were consistent, and Ellie Lister was phenomenal with how confidently she took

on the centre mid position. Tash Stevens’s stint at the start and end of the season and
some remarkable games from Jess’ Hopkins and Sayce rounded out the middle of the
park. Grace Wren, so quiet off the pitch, was deadly in front of goal and showed a level
of composure astounding for someone playing their first full season of hockey. With
the young talent pushing up, it looks like next season is going to be a good one.
The Ladies’ 2s started the season well and finished it even better as the team became
more consistent and the youngsters grew in confidence and thrived. Captain Emily
Deacon bagged the best defensive rate in the club. In front of her, Hev Shave, Izzy
Goddard, Emma Strangleman and Grace Smith (Player of the Season) were the regulars
holding the line, with Vicky Winchester, Helen Truffs and Abby Atkinson stepping in
when needed. In the middle, Ellie Lister, Evie Luckhurst and Jess Hopkins were strong
and Megan Doutch, in her first year of adult hockey, had cemented her place in two
games. Caitlin Wellings really showed how far she had come by making her 2s debut
before the end of the year and not looking out of place at all. Up front, goal machine
Grace Wren and assist engine Maisie Parker were the clinical dream team. Fourth place
in the league was so well deserved, and I wouldn’t be surprised if they manage to
better it next year.
Kirsty Lambkin’s Ladies’ 3s had a turbulent season, feeling the worst of the player
shortage. Carrie French, Chloe, Sian Simpson, Rosa Hargreaves-Sutherland, Caitlin
Wellings and Frances Pitcher made up the core of steady players along with everlegend Denise Gray. Tabitha Goldup (Player of the Season) made continuous
improvement in goal, and was
hard working out on pitch, too. A
remarkable season, given the
challenges they have faced.
Hopefully, more consistent
availability next year will help
them keep up the good work.
Under captain, Gareth Price, the
Mixed team had a short, but
enjoyable
season.
The
resounding loss to Holcombe was summed up by checking that these games didn’t
count towards fantasy stats after the twelfth goal went in! A good win against a strong

Knowle Park side boasting many age-group international players led them to the
second round of the plate tournament, where a tight fixture was won by Gore Court. It
was a real boost to see so many new faces playing in the mixed game. Hopefully, next
season will provide more fixtures, while keeping the ridiculously light-hearted nature in
which they are always played.
It’s easy to forget how lucky we are, not only to have a clubhouse on site, but to have
such a good relationship with the Association that runs it. So, my thanks to the
Anchorians Association, for their constant support of the Hockey Club. My thanks to
our club Directors, Trevor Shave, Gary Jackson, and Warren Shave, who make sure we
keep functioning as a business. Also, to Richard Abel, who dedicatedly runs our club
finances. Their savvy has gone a long way to keeping this club afloat in the last couple
of years. My thanks to the committee; those meetings can drag, I am well aware, but
they have largely put up with it with good grace.
On the hockey side of things, the coaches, umpires and those being the sticky tape
holding it all together behind the scenes. As players, we moan and we grumble, but we
are grateful. Also, those who have kept the pitch ship-shape and playable. Continuous
work goes into the astro and pitch side and it is work done out of sight, and done
without seeking recognition. Thanks to the family and friends who come to support
their children, partners, siblings, friends. The faithful on the side-line can make all the
difference. A huge thank you to the playing members; it has been a difficult year
fulfilling fixtures, but we have made it thanks to those willing to turn up week in, week
out, double up, play down, play when we’re desperate... the heartbeat of this Club.
After three years, I am stepping down as Chairwoman with a lot of sadness, and more
than a twinge of regret. I had hoped to be at the helm for a longer stint, but these
were not the three seasons any of us were expecting, and I know well enough when
it’s time to throw in the towel. There are a lot of things I wish I could have done and
many more I wish I could have done better. But I am also proud of the Hockey Club,
which has emerged from this pandemic. It certainly hasn’t been easy sailing, and we
lost some playing numbers along the way. However, I know those of us who have come
through the other side have the dedication and the passion to build this Club back up.

I know I am leaving the Chairship in safe hands, because
Ben Selby has been a real anchor in a sea of insanity that
this year has been. I’ll make my final piece of my final
Anchor report a picture of the ultimate mascot; Cali
Doutch, the Anchorians dog…

2021-22 Award winners:
Roy Thomson Most Improved Young Player (Ladies): Megan Doutch
Keith Hopkins Most Improved Young Player (Men): Harry Shave
John Bloor Young Ladies Player: Alex Bunting
Jersey Trophy Men’s U21 Player: Robbie Tarrant
Martin Banfield Veteran Player: Roger Pope
Malcolm Batchelor Individual League Performance: Caitlin Wellings
Adrian Kearney Team League Performance: Men’s 1st XI
Phil Biggs Club Person: Joel Divers
Les Phillips Club Personality: Jamie Summerhayes
Ron Ashdown Individual Achievement: Grace Wren
Nigel McDonald Newcomer Award: John Risby
Chairman Award Overall Contribution: David Hopkins
Laura Hopkins
Chairwoman, GAHC, 2019-22

Anchorians FC
It was great to get back to normal this season, after two seasons having to be curtailed
early. However, we still had a few challenges along the way, with games being
postponed due to outbreaks of Covid, the petrol crisis for a couple of weeks, and some
inclement weather thrown in for good measure, all adding to the season being
prolonged for some leagues and divisions into late-May.
The knock-on effect of the last two years was quite apparent early into the season, as
we struggled to get big enough squads in some of the teams, with just the bare
minimum each week, as players gradually came back to play once the season had
started. As we progressed through the season, we started to bolster numbers further
as the importance of family time created by the lockdowns was coming more

prominent and teams were still struggling to get a team out on a match day. What this
did create was a record number of players for us this
year, over 1,100 players, 900 of which were youth
players, but also a record number teams, 80 to be
precise, with our U10 age group being the biggest
with 9 teams, 3 of which were created midway
through the season due to demand.
On the field of play, two of our girls’ teams, the U13
Halos
and
U15
Tigresses, reached the Kent FA County Cup Finals at
Maidstone’s Gallagher Stadium. This is the first time in
the club’s history, for any team, be it boys, girls, ladies,
or men’s that any of our teams have achieved this feat.
Both teams did us proud, and whilst they didn’t bring
the trophies back to Anchs, they certainly made their
opponents know they were in a game of football. What
a great experience for all involved. Well done girls!
These teams were not our only cup finalists. Our Men’s Academicals made the
Rochester and Districts leagues Sittingbourne and Milton cup final, and our U15
Panthers in the Medway District Youth League, made the John Leeds final. The U11
Lions made the Challenge Shield final in the North Kent League and at the time of
writing, our U14 Hearts had a semi-final to play in the Kent Girls and Ladies Football
League, League Cup Final. On top of this, we had teams vying for league titles and
league runners-up positions. So overall, another great season for the club.
Our biggest and proudest achievement is being able to offer so many people the
opportunity to participate, get active both physically and mentally, create new friends
and social groups and be a part of the Anchorians community.
Speaking of community, this past year we have been fortunate enough to have
established a community coach workforce that has worked closely with Medway
Council in delivering its policy initiatives and schemes, that further diversifies the
engagement football has in the local community. Along with supporting schools with
term-time and after-school sessions (including free sessions for those on income

support and free school meals), our biggest project over the past year has been
running school holiday Health & Fitness (HAF) camps. These camps target those that
are on free school meals,
offering them a free activity
session and ensures they are
getting a decent meal every
day during the school
holidays.
Working with the Medway
Night
Shelter,
Genesis
Football
and
Medway
Council, we launched a free
session that uses the power
of football to help homeless and vulnerable people in Medway. This session is highly
rewarding, and sees people come together for food, fun and fitness on a weekly basis,
but also gives them the opportunity to share their experiences and reach out for
support.
Due to the pandemic, we were unable to hold our annual tournament, presentation
nights and charity shield. However, I’m pleased to say they will all be back in 2022-23,
with the newly named Steve Cooke Charity Shield on 2 May already having kicked-off
the event season. The match aims to raise significant funds for the young family Steve
sadly left behind.
The 4G pitch was finally completed (the new changing pavilion should be ready by the
start of the 2022-23 season)
and
the
newly-named
‘Watling
Park
Football
Centre’ was born. The new
facility has already been
hugely beneficial to our
members for training and on
match days, as well as to the
wider
community,
for
example, the sessions for the homeless. The construction work has allowed us to

create an overflow car park for an additional 80 cars, as well as additional parking in
front of the facility and the main track being resurfaced.
None of this would have been achieved without the amazing volunteer workforce we
have at our club, who day in and day out go over and above to keep the players
playing. Thank you so much for all you do. As a committee we should be proud of what
we continue to achieve; the rewards are clear to see that we are truly making a
difference to those in our community.
Sadly, we must say goodbye at the end of the season to a few members of the
committee, who have worked tirelessly over the years. Kirstie Hemingway, our lead
Welfare Officer, who has CRC’ed more than 300 volunteers and has laid the
foundations for welfare officers to come. Jenny Longbottom, our club secretary, who
has been at the heart of the club’s communications, sending out over 1,000 match
confirmations and spending 100s of hours communicating with leagues during her 5year tenure. Thanks, too, to Michelle Gonzalez, for bringing mental health to the
forefront and raising awareness of support for those that needed it, we hope to see
you back with us soon. We know we will still see you about the club, but wanted to
thank you all for what you have done. We really appreciate it.
Looking ahead to season 2022-23, I hope that we can have season without any
interruptions, however, more importantly I hope everyone remains safe and well.
Leigh Willis (Chair, Anchorians FC)

The Howard School report, 2021-22
As the new Head of School, I am pleased to be able continue the
long-standing affiliation to The Anchorians Association and look
forward to strengthening the strong ties we currently enjoy; many
of our students and staff – both current and former – have
maintained links with ‘The Anchs’. I myself used to be part of the
Howard School staff who played football every Friday after school
at the Anchorians and very much value the opportunity it gave us to blow off some
steam!

All members of the Howard School community have worked incredibly hard and
diligently to ensure that the school enabled students to return to normality during this
academic year. As part of this, we implemented a raft of new measures to raise the
bar in terms of minimum standards that we expect from our students and equally
improved the range of support strategies to help students meet our high standards. As
always, the Howard School students have responded magnificently, shown in a
reduction of sanctions being administered, a much-improved climate for learning in all
areas of the school and generally a nicer atmosphere around the school.
We have been able to invest a considerable amount of funds in sports equipment for
students to use at break and lunch. For example, each year group has a large area
where a number of 5-a-side football pitches are marked out and goals with nets are
situated. Each area has 15 newly purchased picnic benches. Students have responded
very positively to these improvements and have been feeding back as to what other
areas they would like to see enhanced via our student council.
Our new science and technology building finally opened in November 2021 and
students have been enjoying using the brand new facilities, which include a suite of
new science laboratories and design technology workshops, all of which have up-todate new equipment and machinery. Students and staff should be congratulated on
navigating the difficulties of decamping from two old science and technology teaching
blocks and moving into the block mid-year, which is no mean feat.
The house system goes from strength to strength and is now a core feature of our
school and key in our journey towards embedding a positive school culture. The
competitions have been wide ranging to encourage participation from all sections of
the student body and to dispel the cynicism that sometimes can be associated with
teenage boys. The success of this can be seen in Year 11 students enjoying and
competing in the house ‘spelling bee’ competition, alongside the more traditional
sporting competitions. We are particularly proud to say that each house (Pankhurst,
Turing, Tull, Attenborough, and Hawking) has been affiliated to a charity and students
have been busy competing to see which house can raise the most money over the
course of the year.
Continuing along the charitable theme, Valerie Salter from the maths department
relaunched the shoe box appeal and I believe it was the most successful one to date.

We have also launched the Howard School Alumni and a number of ex-students have
been in contact. Although still in its infancy, we believe there are none better to
inspire and showcase what Howard School students can achieve and become than exstudents. We continue to welcome any ex-students who want to contribute. It can be
simply as telling one’s story after leaving the Howard school or to wanting to get more
involved in events in the school. We hope to have an Alumni page on the school
website soon.
World Book Day was more integrated into the school this year, as students also came
in dressed as a character from a book. The competition was particularly fierce
amongst staff and many more made an effort to join in.
The PE department has resumed its extensive number of extra-curricular activities. It
is noticeable that student participation isn’t as high as pre-pandemic and it is a
reminder that it will take more time for normality to fully embed. However, as always,
they have been proactive by launching an extra-curricular PE loyalty card, where
students can collect stamps for sessions attended and receive a gift voucher. Rewards
is another area where the school has invested in significantly, seeing more students
receiving certificates and house gift vouchers for positive work or efforts in school.
We are very pleased that all this work, effort and dedication was seen and recognised
during our most recent Ofsted visit, in November 2021. Although the visiting Ofsted
team reaccredited the school as a ‘GOOD’ school, the tone of the report is the most
positive one we have received during my 22 years of working at the school and
demonstrates how well the school has supported students back into school.
As I sit here now, I can honestly say that the school has put in more support for our
students and staff than we ever have done, and we now have an excellent platform to
push on from. We look forward now to ensuring that we fully support students
through a full exam calendar, completing the academic year with a week of exciting
enrichment activities, prize giving evenings and Festival of Sports day.
Jaz Johal
Head Of School

From the archives…
The Association’s centenary is still some four years away, so it may seem premature to
be thinking about it now. Nevertheless, aside from any plans that will be put in place to
celebrate the occasion once it arrives, a longer-term piece of work is being planned.
Over the past nearly 100 years, the Association and its affiliated clubs, one of which –
the RFC – will be celebrating its own centenary only two years later, has accumulated a
wealth of material, photographs, and other memorabilia. Together with our members’
own experiences and memories, they combine to provide a huge archive library from
which to write the history of the Association, from its beginnings in 1926, through to
owning its first clubhouse in the early 1960s, and onto our current home in Darland
Avenue.
Our aim is to publish two books for each ‘centenarian’, for which we need your help!
All of our members, especially our ‘Old’ Anchorians, are invited to let me have their
memories of the Association and its past. As regards the RFC, I’d welcome stories from
memorable matches, photographs, tour highlights (bearing in mind, of course, that
“what happens on tour…”!). We will also look to draw from our own sources, as well as
the many boxes of papers, photos, and so on that have kindly been passed to us by
John Jezzard’s family.
Please, therefore, send me anything you have – or simply come and have a chat and
stroll down memory lane, while I scribble some notes…
Nigel Fray
Hon. Secretary
Rugby club memories… Steve Collins (father of Richie Collins, a former 1st XV captain),
who for many years has been a regular spectator at Anchs, a Supporters’ Club member
and attendee at our pre-match lunches, is (whisper it quietly!) an Old Williamsonian.
He shares with us a photo from the United Services 7s Competition, held on 6 April
1968 at the Garrison Ground, Gillingham. The match was a ‘curtain raiser’ to the Final,
between Sir Joseph Williamson Mathematical School (‘Rochester Math’) and
Gillingham Grammar School. The Grammar School beat the Math, 11-5, with tries by
White, Dowell, and Kendal (who also converted one try). The Math’s try scorer was
Dales, converted by Weir.

The Math School players are on the left of
the joint team photograph: Back row (l to
r): Martin Dales, Steve Collins, Roy Figes,
Paul West; front row (l to r): Doug Brister,
Rodney Philpot, and Jock Weir. For
Gillingham Grammar, back row (l to r): Roy
White, Michael Kendall, ‘Wookie’ Wooks,
Andy Williamson; front row (l to r): Clive
‘Tanks’ Dowell, Terry Williams, and Terry
‘Jonah’ Jones (whose obituary appeared in
the 2021 edition The Anchor).
And just over forty years ago, the Anchs played against the mighty - and oldest of all
rugby clubs, Blackheath FC, in the Kent Cup; as it remains now, Blackheath was one of
Kent’s senior, first class sides. On the day, Anchs, led by Tony Hanman, lost 0-14, but
went down in style (“Anchs magnificent in defeat”, said the headlines) in front of a
home crowd of around 300 spectators. Playing No 8 for Blackheath that day was a
certain Mick ‘The Munch’ Skinner, who progressed to play for England in the 1991
Rugby World Cup and is remembered for that tackle on Marc Cecillon in the QuarterFinal against France.

Anchs 1st XV v Blackheath (20 December 1981)
Back row: Phil Hodges, David Boardman, Rob Hunter, Roger Martin, Graham Boardman, Hugh Keith, Trevor
Williams, Glen Page, Kim Weobley
Front row: Mick Day, Calvin Brady, Mick Niven, Tony Hanman (Capt.), Clive Dowell, Steve Lund, Roger Coote,
Steve Oliver

As for Anchs, the 1st XV had only the day before beaten Sevenoaks RFC – Cup games
then being played on Sundays; so, two full-on matches in two days! The team faced
Blackheath contained many club legends, pen pictures of whom were recorded in the
matchday programme, as follows:
Tony Hanman (Captain): A former Blackheath player and this season’s captain.
Tony is a quiet skipper, who always says ‘please’ to his fellow players –
particularly to the big forwards! He has managed to catch & pass the ball at least
three times this season.
Clive Dowell: ‘Tanks’ is an uncompromising centre, who returned to the game
last season after an eight-year lay-off. Without doubt, the most talented singer in
the team; had he not earned a living [allegedly] fiddling builders’ merchants, he
would have undoubtedly made the grade as a back-up singer for Des O’Connor.
Steve Lund: The ‘try machine’ has been playing rugby for only three seasons. He
played for Loughborough students last season and has quickly established
himself as our leading try-scorer.
Hugh Keith: Hugh is a very talented and confident full-back, who eats high balls
for dinner. He often complains to the mid-field defence for not having enough
tackling to do. Fell asleep in the game against Cranbrook…
Alan Gosney: ‘Gos’ has done a great deal towards getting the club back on its
feet, since being elected last season as Club Captain and Manager. He took last
season’s 1st XV to a record year. There is no truth in the rumour that he intends
to become a market gardener, since his cauliflower ears appeared.
Rob Hunter: The Celtic connection in the team, Rob is an ex-Swansea University
player. A fine rugby player, and as a PE teacher, he is known to have put 3 goals
past the school’s first year goalie.
Robin Fisher: The first official club coach, Rob has worked enthusiastically to
improve the standard of play. He is the first coach to introduce floodlit rugby,
without floodlights [car headlights did the job!]. When massaging injured
players, he has been known to say, “There’s no such thing as pain!”

Kim Weobley: This is Kim’s third season only as a prop, and his second in the 1st
XV. His meteoric rise to stardom has no doubt been helped by his apparent
inability to feel pain. He has been seen limping, but denied it.
Roger Martin: Known affectionately as ‘Baby Grumpling’, Roger is determined
and wholehearted. Like all members of the ‘front row club’, he is incapable of
saying words of more than one syllable, unless they begin with the letter ‘B’.
Calvin Brady: Another of our former Blackheath players, Calvin is a versatile
player, who is playing his second full season only as hooker. Calvin rarely runs at
full pace, because of aerodynamic problems with his nose…
Glen Page: Glen is the ‘father’ of the team, whose nose is second only to Calvin’s.
Glen is a disciplined player, who rarely loses his temper, and gets upset if shouted
at by the Skipper or pack-leader.
Trevor Williams: Trevor is a prolific line-out jumper and mauler, who is currently
working in Holland. The only ‘International’ in the squad, Trevor has been
awarded five ‘Dutch Caps’.
Roger Coote: Ex-club captain and a former Blackheath player, Roger is playing
some of his best-ever rugby this season. A tireless worker, who has achieved
fitness by running away from large lock-forwards and loose women.
David Boardman: This season’s Vice-Captain, pack leader, and ex-Blackheath
player. David is in charge of payment of 1st XV match and annual subscriptions,
and according to rumour, has recently booked a holiday in Bermuda.
Graham Boardman: Like his brother, an ex-Blackheath player. A very strong allround player, who improves his hand-off by using Rob Fisher as a punch bag at
11pm on Saturday nights.
Mick Niven: Mick is currently in his sixth season as 1st XV scrum-half and accepts
both good and bad ball from his forwards without complaint. If today’s match
gets too rough, his mum may well take him off.
Mick Day: Another ex-Blackheath player and currently the Kent Clubs XV fly-half.
Mick is a very talented players, who has the ability to come off after a gruelling
match without having disturbed his immaculate hair-do!

In 1982, the 1st XV went on to win that year’s 2nd round match against another senior
Kent side, sending, according to the newspaper report, a “dazed Sidcup… skidding out
of the Kent Cup” by 10-3.
In 1983, the Football Club was celebrating, after a 20-year gap, its reformation as it
entered Division 5 of the Medway Sunday League.
The Club, under the Chairmanship of Alan Law, had a nucleus of 15 players and with
two exceptions, consisted of staff and pupils, past and present, of The Howard School.
This proved to be an interesting blend of youth and experience, with the youngest
player being 16 and the oldest, 31. Following a season of mixed fortune, the Club
finished 9th in the league (out of 15 clubs), with a playing record of: P 26; W 5; D 7; and
L 14. The following season and after an influx of further clubs into the league structure,
the Club found itself ‘promoted’ into Division 4; not bad after just one season!
Home matches took place on pitches located next to the Clubhouse on land that then
still belonged to the MoD (the former ‘Gordon Barracks’), and which of course is land
now leased from Medway Council by both the Football and Rugby clubs.
The Football Club’s first Awards Presentation evening at the end of the 1984-85 season
saw awards presented by Frank Woolley (President of the Medway Sunday League
since 1966, but not the same ‘Frank Woolley’ of Kent and England cricket fame) to:
 John Galvin (Player of the Year)
 Brian Henniker (Sportsman of the Year)
 Nigel Martin (Clubman of the Year)
From the cricket archives, both Anchs and Gillingham Grammar School each had strong
teams in the 1970s. In July 1975,
Old Anchorians CC 1st XI played
Rainham CC in the final of the
Gillingham ‘Ashes’. The match
was played on a Friday evening,
with heavy rain bringing a
premature end to proceedings,
and the match having to resume
a couple of weeks later. Anchs
went on to win. The team,
pictured, included a mix of youth

and experience, led by Keith MacKenney (with the winner’s trophy).
Pictured are: Standing: Mike Dawson, Tom Sutton, John Niven, Tony Jones, Keith
MacKenney, Ian Barrett, John Lycett, Peter Francis, Mick Niven. Kneeling: Ron
Ashdown, Rob Fisher.
As for the school, its 1st XI was comprised of some real talent, with many of the team
having represented Kent Schools, South of England Schools (Sean Bodkin) – and even
Kent 2nd XI (Clive Heather. Mick Day was also invited to play, but unfortunately, had to
decline, because it was his first day at work!).
In the summer of 1975, the 14-player squad toured Denmark. A strange destination to
tour, one might think, but as the local newspaper reported, “England, you might think,
is the only place in Europe where you would be likely to hear the mellow sound of
leather upon willow. There are, however, quite a number of countries whose
civilisations have evolved sufficiently for them to be allowed to play our national
summer game. Not least of these is Denmark…”. The 10-day, 7 match tour, overseen
by the school’s head of Modern Languages and sports teacher, Mike Dawson, cost
£1,500 (just over £13,000 today), all of it accumulated through fundraising.

Gillingham Grammar School, Denmark Tour Squad, 1975
Back row: ?, ?, Du Shepherd, Simon Lee, Jock Shepherd, Andy Preston, Jonathan Wigley, ?, Mike
Dawson (Teacher)
Front row: Sean Bodkin, ?, Clive Heather, Mick Day, Mick Niven, Dave Harrington

Obituaries
Jonathan (Jon) Ernest Cameron Harries 15 February 1947 – 2 April 2022: A former
teacher at The Howard School, he was also a qualified rugby referee, who officiated
over many of the RFC’s matches. Jon’s funeral took place in Devon, on 29 April 2022.
His friend, Jim Foad, writes: Jon was known during his lifetime, by many he came into
contact with, as a family man, friend, teacher, referee, official, committee man and a
music man. Jon was the eldest of three sons, born of a teacher and grew up in
Cornwall. He had an idyllic childhood with a generous exposure to sport, particularly
football, cycling, cricket and rugby, from his Cornish grammar school to Portsmouth for
university training, where he met Meryl. They married in July 1972 and both worked
during the summer months to pay off their overdrafts (Jon, in Portsmouth Brewery)
before starting their teaching careers in Kent in the September.
Jon had studied History, which remained a passion throughout his life. His children,
Catherine & Christopher recall summer holidays spent more in graveyards, museums
and battlefield than theme parks! Jon joined the staff of Rainham School for boys,
which in 1975 amalgamated with Gillingham Grammar school to become the Howard
School. He not only involved himself with the History department and trips, but also,
music and rugby.
He became a member of the Gillingham Anchorians RFC. A few may recall playing
alongside Jon, but many more will recall being refereed by him. He was a stalwart
within the club, whose service ensured we could field and provide an official to oversee
games for the other 4 or 5 sides we were able to put out each week. Love them or hate
them, referees are the cement which ensures that 30+ players and their supporters
have a good afternoon. Jon spent many years overseeing the lower sides, which gave
the RFC the depth it enjoyed.
Through his time with the RFC, he also served on the committee of Kent Schools RFU - a
service he continued even when he had moved away from the county. He continued to
attend and organise, and to ensure others benefitted from his experience. He
maintained a thirst for knowledge and continued his education, passing many
additional awards and obtaining his Master’s degree.

He moved for his final years of teaching to become Head of Humanities at a school in
Croydon. When retirement beckoned, he and Meryl relocated in 2011 to Dawlish, in
Devon, to be closer to his parents. Retirement did not slow him down; he joined and
then chaired the town’ twinning committee. Plus, his continued interest in music led to
a very full life: travelling in a motor home throughout Europe; and also, catching up
with family, friends and old colleagues her in the UK, Australia, Cambodia, and Japan.
He was a supporter and season ticket holder at Exeter Chiefs RFC, attending all their
games until December 2021.
Jon led a full life and influenced many, both as a teacher for 36 years and friend; always
considered honest, when he offered advice, you listened.
Barry John ‘Sam’ Higgins (8 May 1937 - 2 Dec 2021): A member of
the Rugby Club and a former 1st XV Captain (1962-63 and 1964-65),
'Sam' passed away peacefully on 2nd December 2021, aged 84.
‘Sam’ attended Gillingham Grammar School and, together with his
two brothers, Terry and Gezz, he played for the 1st XV (see Gezz’s
obituary in the 2017 edition of The Anchor); and with Terry,
represented East Kent clubs for 10 years, from the late 1950s into
the ‘60s.
In his second stint as 1st XV Captain, he led the team to a fine record of winning 23
matches, with 2 drawn and losing 9. Total
points for were 481 against 290. To cap off
the season, ‘Sam’, with Terry (see picture;
Barry and Terry are in the middle of the
front row), were part of the Anchorians 7
that competed in the 1965 Kent 7s
tournament. The team reached the final
having overcome Gravesend, Hermits,
Canterbury, and Old Gravesendians in the
preliminary rounds, only to be defeated by
London Scottish, who fielded five full Scottish Internationals and two trialists!

John Charles Boyden Jennings (10 May 1951 - 24 Jul 2021): John, the immediate past
President of the Rugby Club, passed away on 24 July 2021, aged 70. For the Rugby Club,
it is John’s humour, joviality and laughter that will last long in the memory. So, too, his
enthusiasm, commitment, intelligence, and wise counsel.
His old school and fellow Rugby Club friend, Bob Bursey, writes: It’s impossible to
adequately summarise John’s life in a few pages. A dedicated family man, he led a full
and active life and made a huge difference to a great many people.
I first met John at Gillingham Grammar School, in September 1969. He was in the Lower
6th, whilst I had just moved into the 5th form. The previous year, I’d got into the final
Kent trials, at centre, but now had to compete with boys in the 2 years above me,
including established Kent U18 players. The school was, however, short of hookers, so I
held up my hand and converted to the front row – an interesting experience for a back!
I was selected for the 2nd XV and by a twist of fate, who should be one of my props,
but John. We stayed like that, as part of a successful side, for the next 2 years until he
left school in 1971. That first season, we won all our games until the final match away
against Skinners’ School in Tunbridge Wells. To retain our unbeaten record, our coach,
Rob Fisher told us that if we were losing, we should turn it into a fight and get the game
abandoned. As John liked to recall afterwards, we lost the game… and the fight!
The French word for a prop is ‘Pillier’. Its literal translation into English would be a Pillar
- and that defined John. He was a Pillar to his family, a Pillar of the Anchorians Rugby
Club, and a Pillar of society, generally.
He made a natural prop having both
physical strength and strength of
character. His was of an inquisitive
mind, soaking up information and
analysing what he was told. He wasn’t
particularly academic in childhood, but
had a fantastic memory and ability with
numbers. He didn’t pass his 11+ exams,
but did transfer to the Grammar School
in 1968, going on to achieve A-levels in Maths, Pure and Applied Maths, and Physics. It
was only in adulthood that John’s wife, Marion, as a teacher, spotted that he was

dyslexic. These skills, however, stood him in great stead throughout his life. John was a
big presence. He had a big voice and a big laugh. His shirts were loud, and his ties were
usually entertaining, too. He wasn’t flash, but flamboyancy always lurked in the
background itching to get out; he particularly liked wearing his pink-striped Anchorians
Blazer (see photograph!).
He was forthright and determined, strong in his opinions but always tactful. As a result,
John was the sort of person people asked to take positions of responsibility. His
analytical skills were allied to sound judgement and decision making. His opinions were
sought after and valued. He became a natural, dependable leader within the Club, as
Managing Director of Jubilee Clips, in the charitable arena with Rotary (one of the
world's largest and most successful global membership and humanitarian service
organisations), and in whichever sphere he operated. The motto of Rotary is “Service
above self.” John epitomised these values. He always insisted on doing the ‘Right
Thing’.
Although a prop at school, when John first played for the Anchs, he played at hooker.
His props in that side were John Hancock and John Jezzard. It’s so sad to think that
we’ve lost all three Johns in such a short space of time. Shortly after he started playing
rugby for Anchorians, he became Team Secretary for several years, then Club Secretary
and remained on the committee in one form or another until 2019.
He was elected President of the club in 2001 and annually thereafter, until he stepped
aside in 2019. Prior to John, the Presidency was a ceremonial role, to be asked to speak
and do presentations on special occasions. John was never one to take a backroom job.
He attended committee meetings and took an active part in the club’s management
throughout. Marion was as much involved as John. In the 1970s and ‘80s the club ran 5
teams regularly, often a 6th and occasionally, even a 7th team. All this had to be
coordinated. Many players had to be persuaded and cajoled to play, others dropped
out and had to be replaced from lower sides – great tact and people skills were
required to get the balance right, week in week out throughout the season. John was
great at encouraging and developing younger players. David Boardman recalls how
John and Marion would drive him and his brother, Graham, to their Kent U19 Trials and
subsequent Kent matches, stay and support them, then drive them home. John as
Team Secretary was also happy to introduce young talent from the school into the
lower sides; these included Andy Hallett (wing) and Mick Niven (scrum-half). Both

immediately rewarded their inclusion. Andy scored 4 tries on his debut for the 3rd XV
and ‘Nivs’ slotted a deciding kick to win his match for Anchs.
Ever since they met in the early 1970s, John and Marion operated as a team. She would
be the one to drive John and the rest of the front row to away matches so that they
could have a few beers and then visit a nominated pub on the return journey. There,
they would often meet up with the opposition away sides returning to their clubhouse.
Finally, back to the Anchs clubhouse to finish off the evening, where at least Marion
could have a drink. During the 1970s, the club was famous for its Saturday night discos,
which John and his close friends, Ian Kelly, Mick Williams and others would organise.
The tales emanating from those nights would fill a volume all on their own! On the
pitch, John was ever present, solid and uncomplaining. On one occasion he appeared
from the bottom of a ruck clutching his hand. Alan Gosney, captain at that time, stood
over him and uttered the immortal words, “Come on, John, no such thing as pain”. John
dutifully played on, showered and changed afterwards, had his grub and sank a few
pints. Only then did he go down to A&E to be told that his wrist was broken.
Most of us ended our rugby playing days due to some form of significant injury after
slowing up and trying to continue playing for too long. John’s reason for retiring, he
said, was that he’d popped a rib cartilage, which was painful and kept him out for a
while. However, the real reason, he admitted a long time after, was because he’d just
spent £3,000 on dental work to his front teeth and didn’t want to risk having his face
rearranged again!
John made a natural President. He could always be relied upon to make an impromptu
speech to welcome guests from other clubs at our lunches, dinners, and presentations.
He loved a new audience. Those of us who’d heard his stories a hundred times before
smiled and applauded him politely. He’s probably regaling St. Peter at the Pearly Gates
with them as we speak. After retiring from the game, John was a constant presence on
the touch line, at home and away, roaring on the team so much so that you could hear
his voice on the other side of the pitch. John was a dedicated family man, devoted to
Marion and proud of his children, Emma, Ian and their families. John will leave a big
hole in our lives and the lives of many people; an example to us all. A life well led.

John Douglas Jezzard (20 Oct 1931 - 14 Jul 2021): John passed away, aged 89. As you
will read from Dennis Howard’s eulogy, below, and for many
of you, from your own experiences, ‘Jezz’ was the backbone
and beating heart of Anchorians, as well as being a man of
quiet decency and dignity. So much so, and with the
unanimous decision of the General Committee, the Clubhouse
hall has been named in his memory, and has become ‘The
Jezzard Hall’. All Anchorians - old and new - each owe him a
huge debt of gratitude.
Dennis Howard (former Chairman of The Association) writes: Apart from Terry Higgins,
who dates from the same time as John, I suppose that I am one of a slowly reducing
number of people that knew him for getting on for 60 years. My association with the
Old Anchorians began in 1961 when, like some of my sports-loving school mates, I
joined, presumably by paying my subs to John. On returning to Gillingham after
university, I was encouraged into taking up hockey by the now, long departed John
Hunt and continued my sporting career with cricket in the summer, where Jezz turned
out on an occasional basis.
My love affair with the club began in 1964, when the old clubhouse opened in
Beechings Way, and at my first visit I met John behind the bar. He had been one of the
leading lights in getting the project off the ground, having been involved with the
groundworks and that started our relationship which continued throughout the years.
John was, of course, then in various official roles, usually financial for reasons I never
understood, both in the rugby club for whom he had played regularly since National
Service and after a spell with the Ordnance Survey in Southampton as well as the
Association and Club committees.
It was to this later, august body that I joined to meet many of the older generation like
Bill Willis, Les Phillips and George Brooker. There followed for me a very happy decade
or so running social events and introducing new features, such as disco and live groups,
to add to Saturday night after match entertainment. While the others were a bit sniffy
about this, John was a great supporter in what I was doing, mainly, I suspect, because it
was revenue earning! During this time, John was always there organising the bar rota,
doing all the ordering, and looking after the drinks. Along with a few volunteers this
continued until we started to employ full-time bar staff, albeit under John's careful eye

and supervision. This coincided with a growing success for all the sports clubs, with 5
rugby, 8 men's and 3 ladies’ hockey and 4 Saturday cricket sides. In the old Clubhouse,
this led to much intermixing of their respective members, which has resulted in many
long-term friendships, and which for both John and I, lasted to this day. John was
always at the centre of everything at the club, usually, but not always, helped by Les,
and he encouraged several other younger members of the clubs to join the committee.
Throughout this whole period, John was without doubt the hardest working member of
the Club in his quiet, but effective way and never ever missed any of his extensive
duties.
In the early ‘80s, Bob Hotham of the Rugby Club, helped by Ken Taylor - a loyal hockey
man and later, a local politician who became Mayor of Gillingham, achieved the 60-year
lease on the current Clubhouse site. This involved a huge amount of self-help by many
people, too numerous to mention individually, but on opening, the operational running
of new facility was eased by the presence of the loyal John, still running the bar, as well
as the ‘200 Club’ fundraising initiative and continuing his Rugby Club roles.
When faced with problems, he was always his usual quiet effective self, albeit that
some of John's priorities did not quite accord with other members of the Committee,
but we were always powerless to complain! During the first decades at the new
Clubhouse, John was ably assisted by another loyal club servant, Ken Fisher, who sadly
we also lost earlier in 2021. Ken was also of great help to me as we undertook the
redistribution of a huge amount of earth around this new building and the laying the
slabs and planting. This work was nearly finished in time for the grand opening
although John's car park surfacing was a little delayed!
On retiring from the committee a few years back, John enjoyed a lot more of his free
time and almost became a ‘man of the West’, with his frequent visits to Dartmoor
where, he told me, he was regarded as a Devonian by the local of his village. Sadly, his
visits tailed off in recent times, which I know disappointed him. He maintained
throughout his connection with Maidstone Borough Council staff in the Highways
Department and organised twice-yearly lunches and much else. He thus spread himself
well in enjoyable pursuits more in the passing years, including coming to Canterbury
with Dick Ferguson and me to watch Kent and have a few drinks. Happy times.
From this brief précis of the Club's history during my involvement, one man stands

head and shoulders above everyone for his unbroken service in a number of capacities
and being wholly reliable in all that he did over this long time. Without him, the Club
would not be where it is today. To sum up John's attributes is difficult for me having
been a close friend over all these years with our shared experiences. He was as
everyone knows a quiet, effective and totally loyal club man who initiated and
maintained so many of the procedures to last over 5 decades in the running of the club.
He was a cheerful, sociable, and unpretentious man and, in being so, established many
friendships, which have lasted for years. In recent times, John and I have lunched on a
fairly regular basis with other oldies until ill health has taken its toll, but I speak for all
when I say we shall sorely miss his presence, but are happy in the thought that his
legacy will last forever.
“A true Gentleman, never seeking the limelight, whilst at the same time, epitomising
everything good about Teamwork, Loyalty, Work Ethic and Rugby.” (Steve Kyle,
President GARFC)
“Jezz was a lovely friend for both Margaret and me over many years. He was always
reliable and thoughtful, and we will both miss him. His interest in the Anchorians never
waned and the effort and time he put in at the clubhouse must have been of enormous
benefit. I always found him a great source of information about the club, and we never
missed a chance to talk about rugby as well as old team-mates. We will miss you Jezz.”
(Margaret and Graham Phillips)

NEWS OF ‘OLD BOYS’…….AND GIRLS!
We welcome news from members of the Association who may have moved away or
have simply lost contact with old friends and team mates. Helping everyone to keep in
touch with old friends provided the fundamental basis of why the Old Anchorians was
formed and it is something that the Association continues to make happen.
I would very much welcome any emails / letters from you giving your news and that of
your contemporaries for inclusion in future editions of The Anchor.
Please send your correspondence either by post to:

The Hon. Secretary,
The Anchorians Association
The Clubhouse
Darland Avenue
Gillingham
Kent ME7 3AN
Or by email to: NigelFray@aol.com

The Anchorians Association: Financial
Statements 2021- 2022
PROFIT & LOSS ACCOUNT for the:

Year ended 30 April
2022
£

% sales

Year ended 30 April
2021
£

% sales

INCOME
Bar sales
Bar sales

75.676

100.00

6,806

100

Less: bar purchases

25,724

33.99

6,829

50.06

Bar gross profit

49,952

66.01

-23

49.94

Food sales
Food sales

20, 083

100.00

3,472

100

Less: food purchases

10,012

49.85

636

37.78

Food gross profit

10, 071

50.15

2,791

60,023

62.22

2,268

Total bar & food sales
Sales

95,759

100.00

10,233

100

Less: purchases

35,736

37.32

7,465

47.11

Total gross profit

60,023

62.68

2,768

57.89

Bar manager / honorarium

18,919

19.76

16,614

21.25

Bar staff

16,941

17.69

9,283

22.79

35,860

37.45

25,896

44.04

Bar & kitchen consumables

3,582

3.74

351

3.74

Depreciation - bar equipment

1,654

1.73

1,654

2.08

Gross profit on bar & food sales

41, 096

42.92

27,902

49.86

18,927

19.76

-25,134

3.03

Facilities hire
Affiliated clubs
Other members, Pre-School & hall hire

7,991
-

4,180
7,991

50
4,230

Annual subscriptions
Members

22,730

21,339
22,730

21,339

Other income
Pool table surplus/(deficit)
200 Club surplus /(deficit)

350

-

-

117

Interest received

-

15

HMRC JRS Grant

739

14,120

Medway Council Covid 19 Grant

12,000

40, 286

Capital grants credited to income

1,160

TOTAL INCOME

1,160
14,249

55,698

63, 897

56,133

EXPENDITURE
Premises:
Rent and service charges

2,576

274

678

806

Light & Heat

8,090

4,177

Insurance

3,643

3,424

Cleaning

3,170

2,425

Repairs & Maintenance

9,166

3,442

Water

27,323

14,548

Admin:
Printing, postage & stationery

416

306

3,012

811

211

184

Professional fees

1,520

1,703

Bank and card charges

1,196

220

Telephone & Broadband
Website, advertising & Promotion

Sundry expenses
Subscriptions - Entertainment
Staff training

13

629

5, 273

1,569

30

-

Bad debts

-

630

Partially exempt VAT

-

6,744

Depreciation - leasehold buildings

2,920

2,920

Depreciation - fixtures & equipment

5,365

5,058
19, 956

20,774

TOTAL OVERHEAD EXPENDITURE

47, 279

35,322

SURPLUS BEFORE EXCEPTIONAL ITEMS

16,618

20,811

Less: Exceptional items
Replacement boilers

-

Decorating expenditure

-

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) for the period

31,730
4,072
-

35,802

16,618

-14,991

The accounts for the year ended 30th April 2022 were approved by the General Committee and signed on their behalf on 9 June 2022
by:
L J Willis
Chairman

