February, 2022

Welcome to another edition of The Howard
School newsletter at the end of what has
been another very busy term.

Mr. R Hillier

This term has seen Parents’ Evenings for Year
8, 11, 12 and 13 as well as our Options
Evening for Year 8 only last night. We hope
you found the evening informative, and we
look forward to receiving the Year 8 Option
choices by the 25th February. If you need
any support or further advice, please do not
hesitate to contact me or Ms. Ali as Head of
Year 8.

This week has also been Children’s Mental
Assistant Head Teacher Health Week. You can read all about how
the school got involved to mark the situation by creating a social media
campaign as well as creating a video for Medway Council. This video can
be viewed by going to The Howard School’s social media accounts. The
video stars our very own Ms. McLean and Ms. Parish as they deliver great
advice on managing well-being.
In this edition you can read about what our Drama department have been
getting up to, as well as how our Sixth Form football team are performing.
There is also a really nice little article about former Howard School student,
Chris, and his rather impressive walk around the UK Coastline for BBCs
‘Children in Need’. Our usual round-up of other news, and out latest results
from some of our House Championship Events is also included.
Finally, I would like to wish you all a very relaxing and peaceful half-term
break and we look forward to welcoming you all back to school on Monday
the 21st February.

To raise awareness
of Children’s Mental
Health Week this
week, some Year 8
dram a
students
created a tableau
around what they
considered to be the
most helpful advice.
These images were then created into a mini
series that we released throughout the
week across our social media sites.
Receiving the right help at the right time is
so important for young people when it
comes to supporting their mental health
and well-being. We want all students to
know that they have Ms. McLean or Ms.
Parish on hand all day every day to support
them should. If, however, they would like to
speak to someone external from the school
we would recommend speaking to people
from www.mind.org.uk. Alternatively, you
could go to www.mentalhealth.org.uk.
Ms. McLean and Ms. Parish also produced a
video that is filled with ideas and advice for
young people. They were approached by
Medway Council to produce it, and this
vide can be seen at https://youtu.be/
YK3yVn08N14

We dropped-in to see Ms. Cordell and
Mr. Knights in our Drama Dept. to catchup on all the goings-on.
Ms. Cordell said “This has been a busy
term Year 8 have been working on creating a courtroom drama incorporating
the skills of flashback and narration. 803
decided to create a whole class
performance, rather than in groups
displaying amazing collaboration skills
and devising a great performance!”
This term has also seen students from years 9, 10 and 11 rehearsing for the
play ‘Journey’s End’ by R.C Sheriff, set on the front line during World War
One. Mr Knights and Miss Cordell are incredibly impressed by the standard
of acting our cast are working at and look forward to sharing their
performance in the Spring - information about dates and tickets will be sent
out in the near future.
GCSE students also went to London this term to see the award-winning
musical, ‘Come From Away’.

It has been a very busy term as per usual
with regards to the House Championship,
with many events taking place and our
students engaging in many enriching
opportunities.

It was the turn of Year 9 to compete in the Spelling Bee this
term, and our huge congratulations to Pankhurst for winning
the day and securing their House 50 Championship Points. Well
done to all involved.
Year 8 took part in House Fifa earlier this
term with Tull leading the way and
securing 50 Championship Points. This
is always a hugely popular House
Competition and our congratulations
go to everyone that took part.

Year 8 also took part in Four Square this
te rm a s p a rt o f thei r House
Championship Event. Turing House won
this event, and the 50 Championship
Points that go along with it.
As always, we can only show a selection
of the House Events as there is just too
much going on to do justice in the
newsletter. To keep up to date, please
do follow the school’s social media
accounts where you can see all the
House Events unfold as they happen.

On Wednesday, our Sixth Form
football team managed by Mr.
Cooper and Mr. Lane took on Dane
Court Grammar School at Anchorians
in the Semi-Cup Final.
With support from Mr. Loftus, Mr. Julian
and Mr. Edwards from the Sixth Form
pastoral team, as well as all the other
staff, friends and family that turned-up
to support them, the team were
ready to impress.

The end of the first-half saw both
teams 1-1 both scoring penalties. The
Howard School dominated the pitch
and controlled the game for most of
the second half, with many shots on
goal.
The Howard School had
possession throughout but it was Dane
Court that scored again with about 10
minutes left of the match.
The
Howard School gave it absolutely
everything they had, pushing through
their defence and trying to find the
back of the net but time simply ran
out on them with the final score 2-1 to
Dane Court.
We couldn’t be prouder of the effort
and the professionalism of all of the
players, and how hard they have
worked to get to the Semi-Finals. We
know that the whole team played
their absolute best and there is no
greater victory than that.
From all of us here, we want to
congratulate them and wish them
well for their next venture.

Here’s a quick round-up of some other very
useful information that we would like to
share with our school community.

The Medway Music Association are offering a FREE Easter
Holiday Course on Monday 4th April from 9.30am to 15.00 at
Rainham Mark Grammar School for beginner to Grade 1
standard in ANY instrument aged 7+. For more information
please email info@medwaymusicassociation.co.uk

As detailed in our last newsletter, our Career’s Fair is
looming. If you work for a company or business that may
be interested in showcasing at our careers fair, please do
get in touch with our careers advisor, Ms. Mason at
masonk@thehowardschool.co.uk
Online safety is a huge concern nationally - especially for
the younger generations. The NSPCC has some incredibly
useful information on keeping young people safe online
and this information can be found at; https://
www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety
Year 8 Options Evening was held last night
and was an incredibly successful event. Huge
thanks to all parents / carers that attended.
As a reminder, all Year 8 Options need to be
made via the following website at http://
options.thehowardschool.co.uk
by
25th
February. For more info, please see Ms. Ali
Advanced notice that World Book Day is coming up in Term
4 on 3rd March. The school has many wonderful and
exciting projects planned.
Ms. Magill, our literacy
co-ordinator, is very busy sorting everything out, and more
details will be released in the new term.
A great home competition for budding young chefs; go to https://
www.kmcharityteam.co.uk/
schools/youngcooks/
for more
info.

Ex-Howard student alum Chris is walking 11000 miles of coastline around
mainland Britain, surviving with minimal kit and relying on the kindness of
strangers. Chris is leaving his family at home to complete this perimeter
circuit of Britain. Chris is doing this to raise much needed funds for BBCs
‘Children in Need’.
Chris said “I have been strict in my approach to what is essential and what
is not, if an item doesn’t have more than one use it doesn’t come with me. I
will beg, borrow and forage when it comes to food, making my priority
water and miles. I have three amazing children of my own and I want to
inspire them and others to always push their limits and help others. I’ve
chosen Children in need because they support so many children and
young people organisations reaching every corner of the UK.This is a
challenge that will test me both physically and mentally. Long periods of
walking alone in all weathers, I’ll walk for as long as I can each day. I will
mainly sleep outdoors in a sleeping bag and bivvy. I hope to be offered a
bed, sofa or shed occasionally but otherwise I’m surviving day to day on
what I can carry.I’ll blog about my full kit list and what that looks like, I’m
really only taking a small backpack in order to keep weight down.”
If you would like to donate or find out more about what Chris is up to,
please head to his website www.thecoastwalker.com

Did you go to The Howard School? Join our Alumni
https://forms.gle/MDWF5oYzjs4LtY4N9

Mr. J Johal - Head of School
johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk

01634 388765 ext. 3004

Mr. R. Hillier - Assistant Head Teacher
hillierr@thehowardschool.co.uk
01634 388765 ext. 3011
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