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Welcome to another
another edition
edition
Dear Students and Parents,

As I write on Wednesday, the 15th of
December, we have unfortunately had to
have some year groups out of school remote
learning because of the increasing number
of COVID cases leading to a number of staff
requiring to self-isolate. Although the situation
is still much better than this time last year it is
far from ideal and we wholeheartedly thank
parents and carers for their continued
support and patience.

Mr. J Johal

However I am pleased to say that the staff
Head of School have continued to work tirelessly to ensure
that we provide as normal a high quality of education as possible and also
continue providing an excellent range of extra curricular activities right
through to the end of term.
I really hope that the Christmas period is one that is safe and that the
restrictions do not worsen or tighten so that all members of our school
community can relax and spend much deserved time with their friends and
families. My thanks to all of our wonderful staff and students for their hard
work over the academic year to date and the support and patience shown
by Parents and Carers. It is really heartening to see the school return to
normality for much of the term and see such a full record of school events,
particularly the number of competitions we have been able to put on via
our House system. We do believe that a number of students have felt the
impact of being out of school over the last two years and have found it
difficult to get back to normal. We work hard and will continue to do so to
support these students, parents and carers.

“spend much deserved time
with their friends and families”
Cont.

“enjoy your Christmas break…
(we hope) you and your loved
ones stay safe”
Students have been well aware of the building work which has been taking
place at school since the last academic year. This is the culmination of a six
year long project, working with the DFE to build a new Science and
Technology block. Teachers and Students have now moved in and have
been enjoying the fantastic new facilities which our students fully
deserve. Work will continue in removing the two old science and
technology buildings, flattening the land and then seeding it. The aim is for
this to be completed by April 2022 which will give the school back a large
piece of land which should improve the movement of students around
the school, giving us more space to use and will certainly improve the
aesthetics of our school site. We have also refurbished our Gallery theatre
leaving an excellent large space for assemblies, presentations and
performances.
Although the last two weeks have been very challenging as COVID cases
have begun to increase, the remainder of the term has been very much
‘business as normal’ and we have had a huge number of intervention and
catch-up classes during term 1 and 2. This will increase after the Christmas
break and we urge Year 11, 12 and 13 students to maximise these
opportunities to improve their chances of exam success. Every student can
improve their chances of success and should speak to staff and senior
leaders if they find they are struggling. Miss Samuels our Deputy Head
Teacher will be publishing information regarding these areas throughout the
year and is available to answer any queries should you require more
information.
Before signing off, I would like to thank all of our tremendous staff who have
worked so hard to support the students to reacclimatise to being back in
school in a ‘normal sense’ and to catch up on lost learning and support their
mental well being
We all hope that you enjoy your Christmas break and that you and your
loved ones stay safe. Here’s hoping for a return to normal next year!
Did you go to The Howard School? Know someone
that did? Would you like to make a difference to
the lives of our students? Sign-up to our alumni
community and help raise the aspirations of
students sitting in your old seat.

We dropped in to see Mr. Cooper, our Head of
PE, following the exciting news that our Sixth
Form Football Team have won the East Kent
Division
One
League.
They
remained
undefeated throughout the season and
achieved a goal difference of +26! The teams
manager, and Head of PE, Mr. Cooper couldn’t
be prouder of their achievement. He
commented ‘many of the team are from Year
13 and have played for the school in one team
or another since Year 7. They will be sorely missed, but I do look forward
to their next chapter and to see how they progress. 3 of the team are in
Year 12, and will be with us for next season no-doubt, and we’re all
looking forward to seeing whether they can hold on to their record’.

The Sixth Form Football Team led by team captain Ryan Pattison, are still
playing in the Kent Cup and are currently through to the Final 16. When
asked about Player of the Season, Mr. Cooper remained tight-lipped as
the team are still playing and wouldn’t make a decision until the end of
the Kent Cup. Everyone here at The Howard School wishes them all the
very best of luck with the next stages of the Cup to be played in the New
Year.

In the lead-up to this
festive period, we spent
a
day
in
our
RE
department with Ms.
Leeper and Ms. Allchin to
find see what’s going on.
KS3 - Year 7 have been busy this term looking at the life of Jesus, and
specifically his birth, some of his miracles, and the last days of Jesus’ life.
Students have been asking questions such as ‘why are the miracles of Jesus
important?’ and ‘how does Jesus’ death affect Christians today?’.
Meanwhile Year 8 students have started a more philosophical unit looking
at evil and suffering, and whether God can exist or not. This is a great first
step into the GCSE curriculum and allows students to start asking the bigger
questions about life.
KS4 - Year 9 students have almost finished the Crime and Punishment unit
where they examine the treatment of criminals, different types of crime,
and debate whether capital punishment should be re-introduced in this
country (to mixed responses!). Year 10 students are finalising their unit on
Christian beliefs, focusing on specific elements of Christian teachings such
as Jesus as the son of God, the Creation stories and Christian views on the
afterlife. And finally, Year 11's are about to start their final unit, where they
study a lot of moral and ethical questions such as 'is abortion morally
acceptable?' and 'should we experiment on animals?' This unit offers lots of
opportunities for diverse and intelligent discussions, which students always
enjoy.
Elsewhere in the department, RE have continued
running our lunchtime Debate Club for years 7 and
8. This is always a popular enrichment activity
where topics are taken from student suggestions.
There is always a wide range of topics including 'Is
a Jaffa cake a cake or a biscuit?', 'should boys be
allowed to wear skirts to school?', and 'social
media is ruining childhood'. The skills developed
during Debate Club will help students not only in
their academic studies, but in all elements of GCSE
life.

As we lead into the Christmas period, we would like to
remind students of all faiths of a teaching shared by all
religions; don't forget to love each other.
Ms. Leeper

This has been a busy period for some of our eco-friendly
students who, together with Ms. Ashbee, have been getting
involved with some local eco-projects. Last week, students
from all year groups went to Minster beach to do a clearup. 24 students in total swapped the classroom for the
coast and armed with their litter picker in their hand,
cleared vast amounts of litter. In doing so, they also helped
to spread the message of ‘leave only your footprints’. We
congratulate these students and thank them efforts.
And to top it off, a further 10 students went to
Cozenton Park last week as well to
support in a tree-planting initiative led by our
local council.

The team, along with our local Councillor,
planted many new saplings.
We look
forward to seeing them blossom and grow
over the coming weeks, months and years.

Year 7 Hawking House students raised money for their
House charity, RSPCA Medway West, on Friday 10 December by taking part in a
bake sale! The total amount
of
money
rai sed
was
£144.16. This takes their overall
total to £448.16! Next term will be the turn of Pankhurst House to
raise money for their House Charity, Medway Foodbank.
This Term, students in
all year groups competed
in House Football.
The
winning House from each
year group and earning
50 Championship Points is
as follows:
Year 7 - Hawking

Year 8 - Pankhurst
Year 9 - Tull and Turing
Year 10 - Turing

After the enormous success of the Year 11 Spelling Bee las
term, it was the turn of Year 10 this term. Students
competed in different rounds to spell a multitude of words
before there was one left standing! The event was live
streamed to all the Year 10 forms and the House that was
victorious, earning 50 Championship Points, was Turing.

Some of our students will be
lucky enough to receive new
devices, games consoles and
phones for Christmas. Many of
the rest will have access in one way or another to internet-enabled
devices. We all want to ensure that everyone in our school community has
a safe Christmas holiday, online and beyond.
We encourage the positive use of technology at school and often talk
about the fun that goes on in lessons, but we also discuss the scary things
too throughout the year. As we approach the holidays, why not find out
about you parents can help – whether by setting parental time and age
controls (before you wrap new ones), or simply by finding out more about
what’s going on.
There will be a Facebook Live drop-in for parents on Monday 20 December
7pm on the @LGfLDigiSafe channel talking about staying safe online and
offline too – what to worry about and what not, and how to have tricky
conversations at home. There will also be discussion of how parents can
help with bullying, relationships, criminal and sexual exploitation and how to
start honest conversations.
Sign up now by heading to facebook.com/LGfLDigiSafe/posts where you
can click ‘Interested’ / ‘Going’ on the post to receive a reminder. when it is
about to go live.

Please also remember before buying Christmas presents that games, series
and films (including on Netflix!) have age ratings linked to their content, not
their difficulty (we often forget for games that they are also rated 18 for the
same reasons as films - language, sex and violence).
You may wish to visit the parentsafe.lgfl.net website where you will find
many of the resources that will be presented to you on the evening.
Medway have let us know that unfortunately
Morrisons shopping vouchers have had to be
taken off of Edenred until January as they
are experiencing nation-wide problems with
their e-gift cards.

Mr. J Johal - Head of School
johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk

01634 388765 ext. 3004

Ms. M. Leeper - Acting Head of RE
leeperm@thehowardschool.co.uk
01634 388765 ext. 3029
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