Welcome to another edition
Dear Parents, Carers and Students,
This is an update of some of the exciting things that
students have been doing since September. It is also an
opportunity to thank our students for making our school
community the warm place that it is. We believe that for
young people to flourish, they need to meet the high
expectations that we have in place, and we thank our
students for living up to these expectations.

Mrs. C Reid

Executive Head Teacher

We also thank our parents and carers for their continued
support and faith in us. We include in that the many
parents who completed the Ofsted parent view survey in
November. I am not able to comment on how the school
was graded until the Ofsted letter arrives, but I will share
that as soon as I am able to.

We know that this term has been difficult for some students and families, who are living with the
impact of Covid. I am also aware that as I write this, new restrictions come into place for
schools. Again, thank you for your resilience around this.
We are immensely proud of our young people and are really pleased that the new Science
and Technology block has opened for them. We are also grateful to the staff who came in over
the holidays to continue the move and settlement into rooms. This new block has state of the
art equipment and means that students can be taught in the best facilities possible.
This term has seen Remembrance Day and assemblies were held for students, with a twominute silence being observed. This was both touching and poignant, because The Howard
Schools was in total silence, in remembrance of those who had died. We have also had
Geography awareness week led by Mr Dunn and his Geography team, and this included a trip
to Port Lympne and various fun in school experiences.
As a school we had ‘One Kind World’ week, when we promoted kindness, even more than we
usually do. We want kindness to be at the centre of our interactions as a school community. We
have seen House events for charities that students have chosen, including the RSPCA. We have
seen many House competitions including the Mario Kart Competition, the Year 11 Spelling Bee,
House Fifa and the Science Fair competition. This newsletter contains information about these
things and much more.
Finally, I wish you and your families a very happy Christmas break and we look forward to
welcoming students back in January.

Remembrance Sunday was observed across the
country on Sunday. Here at The Howard School the
entirety of the school community observed a period of
silence and reflection on Thursday of last week.
During CDW last week, students from each year group
were provided with poppies and a collection tin for
donations. The school raised a great sum of money for
the Royal British Legion - we are very proud to support
this charity each year. Many of our students
wore a poppy with pride, stood in silence during our moment of
reflection and, unprovoked, an applause rang out across the school as
a mark of respect and gratitude to those fallen.
Assemblies were also delivered throughout the week to year groups with
the theme of ‘The Unsung Hero’. These were well received by all year
groups and helped to highlight the importance of Remembrance.

In Flanders' fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders' fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe;
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high,
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders' Fields.

Geography Awareness Week is this
week. So to mark the occasion, we
dropped in to our Geography
Department, led by Mr. Dunn, to
catch-up on what has undoubtedly
been a very busy start to the year.
This term, our Year 8 students have been looking at global ecosystems,
including the rainforest and desert, to get a greater understanding of the
physical world around us and why the natural world is so important. Mrs
Stone set a creative independent study project for 8H2 in Term 1 to create
some ecosystem dioramas and we are so proud of the creativity and hard
work shown by our students.
My experience on the school trip to Port Lympne Safari Park by Harry Smith 8H1
“I was one of the lucky ones to go on this
school trip. I was so excited to head out
of school with some of my mates in year
8 as we all haven’t been on anything like
this since primary school due to Covid. It
was great to head out on the coach and
the journey wasn’t too far.
We got there and first went to see the
big cats. This was awesome and I took
some selfies with a few of them. I loved
getting up close to the lions and tigers.
We then went on to see the gorillas in
their cages.
My favourite part of the trip was the
safari. It was fun as we saw some unique
animals whilst they were in an open
space - similar to their natural habitats such as zebras, ostriches and giraffes.
Our guide talked us through all the
different animals which was really
interesting. The purpose for the trip was
to learn about the animals that live in
different ecosystems which the guide
also helped to explain.
Of course, we headed to the gift shop at
the end. Who wouldn’t?

Our Year 6 Open Evening
conti nued the theme of
Ecosystems as Mr Dunn’s
classroom was turned into a
tropical rainforest for one night
only with the opportunity to take
a selfie with David Attenborough!
We proudly displayed our
students’ work so far this year and
showed
off
everything
Geography has to offer at the
Howard School. We hope our
prospective Year 6 students
enjoyed the evening. We even
had a visit from The Trust team
who couldn’t resist getting a
photo with David!

Upcoming enrichment opportunities in Geography
The start of a much more normal academic year has come with the return
of enrichment opportunities and trips in Geography. In Term 1, we
launched our 2022 trip to Italy for GCSE and A Level students. We had an
overwhelming response to this trip and, as a result, we are now taking 80
students to Italy in July 2022 which will be The Howard Schools’ largest
European trip ever! Students will get the opportunity to visit Rome, climb
Mount Vesuvius, explore the ruined city of Pompeii and take a boat tour of
the Amalfi Coast. Of course, there will be lots of gelato tasting too! We look
forward to sharing our students’ experience of this trip in a future newsletter.
Our next European trip will be to Iceland in October 2023 and we hope it
will be just as popular as this current trip to Italy, as well as our previous trips
to Iceland in the past.
We are currently planning our Year 7 enrichment opportunity which is likely
to be a fieldwork investigation in a local physical or human environment.
Please keep a look out for more information as this trip is likely to occur later
in the year. Finally, our Year 10 students will be completing their GCSE
fieldwork this academic year and we will be releasing details about
this during Term 3. Fieldwork is an important part of Geography and
our students will get the chance to learn and perfect some new skills.

Anti-bullying week is this week and the theme
for 2021 is ’One Kind Word’.

Our Student Leadership will be given a voice
on this one with regards to how we can raise
more awareness on this issue within our school.
Other schools around the
country encouraged their
students to wear odd
socks! We look forward
to what our Student
Leadership come back
with on what we can do!

Kindness is more important today than it has ever been. The isolation of
the last year has underlined how little acts of consideration can break
down barriers and brighten the lives of the people around us. This is one
of the reasons that ‘One Kind Word’ has been chosen as the theme of
Anti-Bullying Week.

Our call to action:
“Ask if someone’s OK. Say you’re sorry. Just say hey.”
In a world that can sometimes feel like it’s filled with negativity, one
kind word can provide a moment of hope. It can be a turning point. It
can change someone’s perspective. It can change their day. It can
change the course of a conversation and break the cycle of bullying.
Best of all, one kind word leads to another. Kindness fuels kindness. So,
from the playground to Parliament and from our phones to our homes,
together our actions can fire a chain reaction that powers positivity.

It starts with one kind word. It starts today.

It’s going to be another very busy term for
our House Championship Competition with
many events planned. Here’s a very quick
summary of what is happening this term;
Hawking House have their House Charity Event
where members of Hawking House are
encouraged to complete sponsored events in
order to raise money for RSPCA Medway.
Hawking are following in the footsteps of Attenborough who
were raising money last term for Rainham Eco-Hub and have
raised an impressive £275 for their charity so far!
An event that many of our students are very
excited about is House FIFA which will be for
Years 10 and 11. The event ‘kicked-off’ this
week with Year 10, and Year 11 start theirs next
week.

Following the HUGE buzz created for the Year
11 Spelling Bee last term, it will be the turn of
our Year 10 cohort to put their spellings to the
test with the next round of House Spelling Bee.
Years 7, 8 and 9 will also be put through their
paces with the House Mario Kart Competition
which is being led by super-fan himself, Mr.
Hollands. As I am sure you can all imagine, this is
another House Event that our boys are
particularly excited by!

Years 7 and 8 will also be
competing in a House
Science Fair competition
during the last week of
term.

This is just a snippet of the great
House Events we have lined-up for
this term, with many other events
that we couldn’t fit into this edition
of the newsletter. More details of
future events will be heading your
way real soon!

Friendships born on the field of athletic strife
are the real gold of competition. - JESSE OWENS

Here’s a quick round-up of some other very
useful information that we would like to
share with our school community.

Year 10 English Literature Evening is next week on Thursday,
25th November. We are inviting the Year 10 cohort in from
5.30pm - more details can be found in the letter that was
sent via Arbor at the beginning of the week.

The Howard School has a brand new website! Please do
come and take a look: https://www.thehoward-that.org.uk

Online safety is a huge concern nationally - especially for
the younger generations. The NSPCC has some incredibly
useful information on keeping young people safe online
and this information can be found at; https://
www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety

Our Year 11 cohort have been sitting their
Mock Exams this week. As a school, we would
like to take this opportunity to congratulate
them all on their impeccable behaviour during
the whole process and wish them all the very
best for Mock Results Day which will be held on
the 10th December.
Student Voice
During CDW this week, we have also been asking our students
across all year groups to compete the latest ‘Student Voice’. We
really do value the opinions of our students and look forward to
receiving their comments. Students can scan this QR code to
access the online survey, if they haven’t completed it already.

Our new building is officially open and lessons in
Technology, Science and ICT have already been
taking place over there. The school has
created a virtual tour of the new build
that you can watch by following the link
on the school website.

Mr. J Johal - Head of School
johalj@thehowardschool.co.uk
01634 388765 ext. 3004

Ms. C. Reid - Executive Head Teacher
reidc@thehowardschool.co.uk
01634 388765

Mr. S. Dunn - Head of Geography
dunns@thehowardschool.co.uk
01634 388765 ext. 3037
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