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CURRICULUM INTENT: In photography we encourage students to research effectively, read critically, explore creativity and 
respond visually to a wide range of texts by contemporary and historical artists and photographers. Photography is about process 
and a fundamental part of what we deliver is about the process of taking and manipulating photographs which is underpinned by 
the process of creating a fully realised and sustained portfolio.
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Improving 
observation 
skills.

Developing 
composition
skills.

Creative use 
of aperture: 
narrow 
depth of 
field.

Tilt-shift 
effects on 
Photoshop. 

Developing visual language 
in reading photographs.

Photoshop skills: 
colour balance, 
vibrance and 
saturation.

To broaden 
students' 
knowledge 
of visual 
language.

Photoshop skills:
double exposure

To create 
and refine 
independent 
outcomes.

To summarise 
your knowledge 
and skills in 
photography.

Developing 
independent
and 
sustained 
outcomes.

Photoshop:
blur tools 
and  
blending 
modes.

Filling the 
frame when 
taking a 
photograph.

Photoshop:
crop tools 
and sepia.

Learning to 
use a camera.

Developing 
photography 
visual 
language.

Post-16 opportunities:
A-Level Photography/Graphics courses
Vocational courses
Further study leads to careers in the creative sector: 
advertising, marketing, graphic design, photographer etc
Transferable skills in creative and practical problem 
solving are of wide applicability.
 

Rankin 
Destroy 
Project 

Christoffer Relander 

David
Szauder

Antonio
Mora

David 
Hockney

Frederick
Sommer

Suzanne 
Saroff

Jennifer 
Blakeley 

Circle
Shape

Understand 
other cultures.

Communicate a story through signs, 
symbols and patterns.

Model form using graduated
shading and mark making
developing from 2D to 3D. 

Understanding of 
how to break 
complex forms into 
simple shapes. 

Creative 
composition. 

Communication of 
concepts and ideas.

Be able to produce 
realistic 
representations of  
the human head.

Communicate 
mood and identity 
through drawing, 
photography and 
printmaking.

Be able to 
produce realistic 
representations 
of objects.

Understanding 
Cubism and 
Abstraction.

Roy 
Lichtenstein

Paul Nash

Pablo 
Picasso

Erich 
Heckel

Portfolio
worth 
60%

UNIT 1 PORTFOLIO.
60% OF GCSE. 
A sustained project developed in 
response to a broad theme of 
Conceal and Reveal.

Presenting a personal and meaningful 
response to the theme that realises intentions 
and demonstrates understanding of visual 
language.

KEY STAGE 3
ART AND 
DESIGN 

Creative collage.

Observational drawings - 
natural forms.

Aaron 
Siskind.
Abstract 
compositions.

Paul 
Strand

Visual 
onomatopoeia.

UNIT 2:
AQA 
will provide an 
externally set 
assignment.
40% of GCSE

YEAR 9
EXPERIMENTAL
/SKILL BASED 
PORTFOLIO

Richard 
Avedon

Brendan Austin:
paper mountains

Vilde
Rolfsen:
plastic 
landscapes 

Nigel Tomm:
crumpletography

Maykel
Lima


